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1) Why is it frustrating to hear, “Whatever got you here isn’t going to get you where you want 
to go”?  
 
1) It’s disorienting to hear that the way I am doing life right now needs to change in order for 
me to take my next steps into my calling.   
 
2) It’s also irritating because I am fully vested in how I am doing life right now. THIS IS WHAT I 
KNOW, This is what I like. I’m still kind of convinced as well that whatever got me here is going 
to get me there, even though the results are not showing it.  
 
2) In what way is Jesus communicating the same thing to the people of Israel? 
 
For many chapters now in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus has been declaring to Israel, “Whatever 
you think got you here isn’t going to get you where you need to go. All of your feeble attempts 
to live out the righteousness of God are filled with hypocrisy. It’s empty religion and you 
disregard the most important part—the love of God.” 
 
Their identity was fully invested in all the things they were convinced would bring about the 
kingdom of God, restore the nation of Israel, and fulfill God’s promises to Abraham. None of it 
was working & Jesus was offering another way to get where they wanted to go. But it was a 
path less taken. Luke calls it the “narrow door.” Matthew calls it the “narrow gate.” Many seek 
to enter through it, but few will find it.  
 
 
Read Luke 13:22-30 
 
3) In answering the question of how many will be saved, Jesus says, “Strive to enter through 
the narrow door.”  
 
How would you explain Jesus’ statement to someone new to Christianity?  
 
I think the striving that Jesus is talking about is the agony, the fight that everyone must go 
through to realize that whatever got me here isn’t going to get me through that narrow door. 
Loose association with Jesus isn’t enough.   
 
Not only are many Israelites not going to be among the “few” who are saved, but many of 
those who are saved will come from the east & west & north & south. They will be Gentiles & 



not Jews. Those who thought they were coming in first are coming in last, and those who 
thought they had no chance to sit at the Messianic banquet of Jesus now have a place. 
 
It’s important to understand that we aren’t earning our salvation or proving our worthiness. 
We are striving and pursuing the only One who can get us through that narrow door. Striving 
in this context has more to do with the timing, and taking Jesus’ offer seriously, rather than 
any effort that is required to secure salvation.  
 
Let me attempt to illustrate what I believe Jesus to be saying when He says strive to enter 
through the narrow door. Let’s say Casting Crowns or Switchfoot is offering a free concert. 
Even though it is free, you just aren’t going to miraculously arrive at the venue. And it’s not an 
endless offer; eventually the box office will be closed and there will be some that will be left 
outside. 
 
So it is with salvation. The gift is free. You can’t work for it. You will never be good enough to 
earn it & no one gets an automatic membership into it. The urgency of the issue, the striving 
that is required, has to do with the shortness of the time available. Jesus is calling them to a 
purposed, diligent seeking of Christ’s free gift of salvation (Deffinbaugh).  
 
4) Why is peripheral association with Jesus not adequate to get us through the narrow door 
(vs. 24-30)?   
 
What are some peripheral associations with Jesus today that people may mistakenly confuse 
with salvation?  
  
 
Read Luke 13:31-35 
 
5) In these verses, where do you see the depth of Jesus’ love for the people of Israel?  
  
6) Who are some people in your life that you would like to see enter through the narrow door 
of Jesus? 
 
How can we pray for them? For you?  
 

 

______________ 

 
Breakthrough Prayers: 

 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the Nyamwezi, by 

2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 


