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In Wes Seeliger’s book, Western Theology, he describes two ways of approaching our 
relationship and journey with Jesus. Have someone read through the difference between 
settlers and pioneers.  
 

Settlers Pioneers 

The church is the courthouse where records 
are kept, taxes collected, and trials are held 
for bad guys. The courthouse is the settler’s 
symbol of law, order, stability, and—most 
importantly—security. 

The church is the covered wagon, always on 
the move. It creaks, is scarred with arrows, 
and bandaged with baling wire. It moves 
toward the future and doesn’t bother to 
glorify its own ruts. The old wagon isn’t 
comfortable, but the pioneers don’t mind. 
They are more into adventure than comfort. 

God is the mayor. He keeps the blinds drawn. 
No one sees him or knows him directly, but 
since there is order in town, who can deny 
that he is there? The mayor is predictable 
and always on schedule. The settlers fear the 
mayor, but look to him to clear the payroll 
and keep things going. Peace and quiet are 
the mayor’s main concerns. 

God is the trail boss. He is rough and rugged, 
full of life. The trail boss lives, eats, sleeps, and 
fights with his people. Their well-being is his 
concern. Without him the wagon wouldn’t 
move. The trail boss often gets down in the 
mud with the pioneers to help push the 
wagon, which often gets stuck. He motivates 
the pioneers when they get soft and want to 
turn back. 

The Holy Spirit is the saloon girl. Her job is to 
comfort the settlers. They come to her when 
they feel lonely, or when life gets dull or 
dangerous. 

The Holy Spirit is the wild buffalo hunter. He 
rides along with the covered wagon and 
furnishes fresh meat for the pioneers. 
Without it they would die. He has a big black 
gun that goes off like a cannon. He scares 
everyone when He is on the move.  

The Christian is the settler. He sees life as a 
possession to be carefully guarded. He fears 
the open, unknown frontier. “Safety first” is 
his motto. He wants security, peace, order & 
happiness. 

The Christian is the pioneer. He sees life as a 
wild, fantastic, explosive gift. He is a man or 
woman of courage, hungry for a new life. He 
or she rides hard, and knows how to use a 
gun when necessary. 

 
1) What grabs your attention and why? 

 



Read Luke 13:10-21 
 
2) Can you identify any “settler” or “pioneer” theology in Luke 13:10-21? 
 
Messiah Jesus wasn’t sent by Yahweh to enforce the rules and way of life endorsed by the 
settlers in Israel. Messiah Jesus has come to bring something radically new that will not fit 
into their existing categories or within their control. His agenda isn’t their security or comfort. 
Jesus’ agenda is for a radical and unpredictable adventure with Him. Instead of reinforcing 
the “settler” mentality of Israel, Jesus identifies its hypocrisy and emptiness and condemns it.  
 
The case that Luke is building is--Jesus has come to bring salvation & life to those who 
wouldn’t normally be included in the settler’s town. Jesus’ mission is to extend God’s 
liberation to the most unlikely of characters, which has always been the heart of God. Instead 
of celebrating and rejoicing in the great work of God, the leaders and settlers of Israel were 
indignant.  
 
3) How is the woman healed by Jesus an object lesson for Israel? 
 
Jesus’ greatest hope is that Israel, bent over and unable to stand upright, will be untied from 
her bondage and there will be a great Sabbath celebration, a great party of liberation. 
 
4) Why can’t the leaders of the synagogue celebrate what Jesus has done for this woman? 
 
For the leader of that synagogue, to see Jesus offer His grace and healing to all those who 
weren’t deserving, who did not earn blessing from God, especially in a way that didn’t fit into 
their categories and control, was infuriating.   
 
5) What’s the significance of the parable of the mustard seed and the parable of the leaven? 
  
The fig tree (Luke 13:6-9) was purposely planted and it was carefully nurtured and there was 
no fruit or growth. The mustard seed was just thrown in the garden. The man did not intend 
for a tree to grow there, and surely not a mustard tree. And yet that mustard seed exploded 
into life and the birds of the air nested in its branches.  
 
In Israel’s striving to earn God’s blessings, they rejected their own sinfulness and thus the 
Savior as well. This fig tree that had every opportunity to thrive, failed! And instead, this tiny 
mustard seed, the church, filled with Gentiles, took off.   
 
In the next parable, while the woman attempts to hide the leaven, the result is the opposite. It 
permeates the entire portion of meal. God saved and called Israel to be a “light to the 
Gentiles.” The Jews failed miserably at this calling, but despite the Jews hiding the love and 
pursuit of God from the Gentiles, the leaven grew and took over.   
 
6) Why is it more tempting to be a “settler” vs a “pioneer”? 
 
7) Can you identify an area in your life where God wants to work, but it may not fit into your 
categories or control?   
 
How can the HUB group pray for you in this area? 

 



______________ 

 
Breakthrough Prayers: 

 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the Nyamwezi, by 

2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 


