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1) Does anyone know the meaning of the word “maranatha”?  
 

The word comes from 1 Corinthians 16:22--Μαράνα (“Marana”) θά (“tha”), which means 
either: 1) Oh, Lord come! or 2) Our Lord is coming! 
 
2) Why is the doctrine of the 2nd coming of Jesus important?  
   
 
Read Luke 12:35-59 

 
3) Which parts of this passage stand out to you or confuse you? 

 
4) Peter wants to know in vs. 41 who the “servants” are. Who are the “servants” that Jesus 
is describing?  
 

The Jewish stories about masters and servants were often simply about God and Israel. 
The term “servant” is often used of the nation Israel (e.g. Isaiah 41:8-9; 44:1-2, 21; 45:4; 49:3). 
  
So Peter is asking - is this about us disciples or about the nation of Israel as a whole? I 
believe Jesus is talking about the nation as a whole, but also the so-called leaders of Israel. 
This section has some obvious implications for the disciples and for us. Luke spends a lot 
of space in his Gospel describing how Israel is failing to understand that their Master is 
back in town. I really think Jesus is describing a picture of unbelieving Israel & specifically 
the unbelieving leaders of Israel who consistently rejected the Person & Message of 
Christ.  
  
Jesus describes harsh consequences for the unbelieving leaders of Israel. There are other 
servants there as well that will suffer discipline and consequences - those who did not get 
ready or act according to His will and those who did not know what the Master wanted.  
 
5) What do verses 37 & 50 tell us about the nature of the Master? 

 

vs. 37-- When Christ returns, He is unlike any Master you will ever know. What does He 
do? Instead of demanding to be served, He serves. He dresses Himself for service and will 
have His servants recline at His table and He will serve them.                         
Jesus asks His disciples in chapter 22, Who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or 
the one who serves? Jesus says, “Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among 
you as the one who serves.” Jesus says, I have come not to be served but to serve and give 
my life a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). 
  

about:blank


vs. 50-- What is Jesus’ baptism that He will be baptized with? Luke 9 says that Jesus set 
his face to go to Jerusalem & soon the fire of judgment would consume His flesh as a 
substitute for Israel & the whole world. How great is His distress until it is accomplished. It 
is the same word that Jesus uses on the cross in John 19:30 to declare His completed & 
sufficient work on the cross. Jesus’ desire is to deliver His people forever & in order to do 
that, He took God’s judgment upon Himself.  
 
6) Will we be judged? 

 

Paul says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are Jesus Christ” (Rom. 
8:1) As believers in Jesus Christ, we will not be judged for our sin. Why? Because Christ 
died for every one of our sins. Jesus took on all of our sin & through faith we received His 
righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21).                       
  
As Christians, we will not be judged for our sin, that has been reconciled once and for all 
on the cross (Col 2:14). We won’t be judged for our sin, but we will be judged. What do you 
mean? I mean that how we live our lives matters to Jesus and matters to eternity. You 
and I will be judged by Jesus for our faithfulness, for what we do with our lives as we wait 
for His return. Jesus says, “Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be 
required.”  
  
In 2 Corinthians 5:10, Paul says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether 
good or evil.” You and I will be judged. What will we be judged for? FAITHFULNESS! Paul 
says what is required of a steward is to be found faithful (1 Cor. 4:2)! 
 
7) What are you personally looking forward to in the return of Jesus? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________ 

 
Breakthrough Prayers: 

 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the Nyamwezi, by 

2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 


