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1)  Why is “outside-in” spiritual reformation tempting?  
 
Why is it more appealing to address the outside (appearances, outward behavior, visible 
signs, etc.) instead of the inside (heart condition, motivations, true desires and 
deficiencies, etc.)?  
 
 
Read Luke 11:29-36 
 
 
2)  According to Jesus, why are those seeking signs not finding the words of Jesus to be 
enough? 
 
Jesus says that ultimately the problem isn’t the evidence or the signs; the problem is 
with the state of your eye and ultimately the state of your heart. Jesus’ miraculous 
evidence of Who He was was both plentiful and public.  
 
The evidence was clear, but the evidence didn’t convince. Why? Jesus says you have a 
defective eye. 
If the eye is healthy & good, it can take in light & information that will benefit the whole 
person. But if the eye isn’t healthy, if it’s defective, it can’t take in the right light and 
information and the whole body will remain dark.   
 
 
Read Luke 11:36-54 
 
 
3)  See if you can summarize as a HUB group the 3 woes to the Pharisees and the 3 woes 
to the lawyers?   
 
 Outside-in spiritual transformation majors on the minors and minors on the majors. 
It burdens and misleads people with things that don’t change the heart. It gives visible 
markers of holiness that can’t be backed up internally.  
 It is also a system of pride and competition that leads to defilement instead of 
purification.   
 And finally, it pretends to honor the message of the prophets, but inwardly rejects 
their message. 
 
 
 



4)  Where do you find yourself majoring on the minors and minoring on the majors?  
 
What do you think causes the disproportionate emphasis on things that may not be as 
important to Jesus?  
 
 
Read John 15:4-5 
 
 
5)  Why are Jesus’ statements about the vine and the branches critical to an inside-out 
approach to spiritual transformation?  
 
 
6)  What’s the danger of creating an image that doesn’t represent the internal realities of 
our lives?  
 
As we grow in our capacity to trust and abide in Jesus, why is it so important to bring our 
hiddenness, sin and brokenness to the light? 
 
Can you think of an example in your life that demonstrates the power of cultivating the 
inner life with Christ vs. curating an image? 

 

 

______________ 

 
Breakthrough Prayers: 

 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the 

Nyamwezi, by 2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 


