
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ONE-WAY LOVE OF JESUS             DAVID ANDERSON 
Luke 5:27 – 6:11                   May 8, 2022 

1)  Name things that used to be relevant and purposeful but are obsolete now. 

Leaders, let them go down memory lane: floppy disks, rotary phones, typewriters, 
Blockbuster, pagers, yellow pages, analog clocks, etc. 

2)  What happens if you obsess about the old and neglect the new? 

Read Luke 5:27-32 

3) Why was Jesus’ meal with tax collectors such a staggering social and theological 
conundrum? 

o Tax collectors are never popular, but in Jesus’ day it was worse. They were extortionists. 
They were “licensed robbers.” They were contracted by Rome or Herod & had constant 
contact w/Gentiles, which made them unclean. 

o Jesus’ declaration that He has come not for good people but for bad people is 
staggering. No longer is humanity placed into two categories of people where there is 
no movement between them. The new age that Jesus is bringing is a time of 
forgiveness and healing for the sickest of patients. No longer will people be segregated 
according to purity or status, but separated according to their recognition of sin and 
desire to be healed. 

Read Luke 5:33-6:11 

4)  What happens if we obsess about the old and neglect the new in each of these stories? 

 Wedding guests and the Bridegroom (5:33-35) 

o Fasting in Judaism was a sign of waiting and crying out to God that His kingdom still 
had not arrived. 

o It was a way to beg for God’s intervention and mercy. But what if God was intervening in 
the Person of Jesus? What if God’s mercy was now, alive and active, healing, 
celebrating, creating new people? You can enjoy it now! 

 Old wineskins and new wineskins (5:26-39) 

o We think we can figure out a way for the old or new to work together. Putting a new 
patch on the old skins will not work. No one who has placed their identity in the old 
wine skins is excited about the new. They will say, “The old is just fine.” You can’t try to fit 
Jesus and what He is doing into your existing categories, the old way of thinking. 

o Who are the “prisoners” and “captives” that need liberty? 



 
 
 

 The disciples and the grain fields (6:1-5) 

o Jesus and His disciples are in the same position as David and his men. Why did David 
and his men presume to eat the bread of the Presence (reserved for priests)? Because 
He was the rightful king of Israel. Samuel had anointed him and proclaimed him as 
king. At that time David was leading a rag-tag group of followers, running from Saul, 
waiting for the time when his kingship would come true. 

o In an almost identical way, Jesus too had been anointed as Israel’s King. He, too, is on 
the move with this rag-tag group of followers. He, too, is the rightful king and in due 
time, Israel’s God will prove this out. And Jesus is greater than David! 

 Healing of the man with the withered hand on the Sabbath (6:6-11) 

o Discerning the thoughts of the Pharisees, Jesus asks - Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do 
good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy it? Is the Sabbath given to make a man 
miserable or a source of blessing? Is it a time for doing good or doing evil? 

o On this occasion, Jesus didn’t do anything to violate official Jewish law or unofficial 
Pharisee law. He didn’t even touch the man. But Jesus’ actions not only demonstrated 
that He was not confined by natural law, but also that He was going to supersede the 
old way of doing things to bring healing and hope to this man. 

5)  In Luke, Jesus is putting into effect the new world that God is creating, and the old ways 
just don’t fit anymore. 

o The good news is that Jesus has brought His new life, new power, new possibilities and 
new hope. 

o The bad news is the newness that Jesus brings is deeply threatening, especially to those 
who have built their lives and identity around the old way of doing things. 

 What happens if you obsess about the old and neglect the new that Jesus wants to 
bring in your life? 

 Can you think of an example in your life where this has been a struggle? 

 

 

 

Breakthrough Prayer Requests: 
 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among and unreached people, the 

Nyamwezi, by 2023. 
 Father, help us to walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace (Eph. 4:1-3). 
 


