
 

 

 

 
GOD DELIGHTS IN OUR FAITH              David Anderson 
Luke 7:1-17            May 29, 2022 
  
  
Read Luke 7:1-10  
  
1)  Why is Jesus so impressed with this centurion’s faith? “I tell you, not even in Israel have I 
found such faith.”   
  
What can we learn from it?    
  
 It was impressive because of His view of God--It is the simple, clear belief that when Jesus 

commands that something be done, it will be done. This centurion regards Jesus like a 
military officer, with authority over sickness and health.   

 Jesus was impressed with the centurion’s faith because of His view of Jesus, and he was 
impressed with his faith because of the centurion’s view of himself. The religious leaders 
lived in a world of deservedness and merit. You earn or deserve God’s blessing. They felt 
that the centurion was worthy of Jesus’ attention because He had helped build their 
synagogue. The centurion did not feel that he was worthy. The centurion does not come in 
person because he believes himself to be so unworthy, and he makes his appeal as a 
beggar for grace.   

 The centurion voices the theological truth that applies to all. His hope is based on the 
goodness and power of Jesus, not on his own goodness and power. He knows himself to be 
unworthy, but he does not need to be worthy to seek Christ’s help. He is desperate for help 
and He is helpless to do anything himself. I’m not worthy. I am nothing. Would you please 
do what I as? Bring your power into my life on some other basis other than my worthiness.  

  
  
2)  The elders in Capernaum thought the centurion was “worthy” of Jesus’ intervention. The 
centurion knew he wasn’t worthy. What happens when we start playing the “worthy game” as 
we approach Jesus for intervention?   
  
  
Read Luke 7:11-17  
  
3)  As you read through this miraculous resurrection, what stands out to you about the….  
  

 mother  
 
 Jesus  
 
 witnesses & their proclamation  

 
   



4)  Compare and contrast the story of the centurion and the widow. What aspects of faith is 
Luke trying to highlight from each story? 
 
 
 Centurion: (a) he was rich; (b) he was a Gentile; (c) he was a man; (d) Jesus healed his slave; 

(e) the slave was dying and in pain; (f) he pled for healing; (g) he exercised faith; (h) Jesus 
wasn’t physically present; (i) no public response mentioned. 

 Widow: (a) she was apparently not rich; (b) she was a Jew; (c) she was a woman; (d) Jesus 
healed her son; (e) the son was dead; (f) no request was made for healing; (g) the widow 
exercised grief; (h) Jesus was present and touched the body; (i) great response described. 

 
 
 
5)  Where do you find yourself tonight on this spectrum (be honest)? How can we pray for you? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________ 

 
Breakthrough Prayers: 

 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the Nyamwezi, by 

2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 

3. Eager to 
profess your 
brokenness 

and neediness 
and expecting 

God's 
involvement 

and provision.

2. Daily 
fluctuating 
between 

doubt, fear 
and 

disappoitment 
to faith, hope 

and peace.

1. Filled with 
doubts and 

loneliness and 
having a hard 
time trusting 

in Christ.


