
 

 

 

 
JESUS’ UNDENIABLE CREDENTIALS                  DAVID ANDERSON 
LUKE 3:21-38                    APRIL 3, 2022 
 

 

Name your favorite “Chosen One” character in literature, TV shows or movies. 

We see it with Anikan and Luke Skywalker. We see it with the legend of King Arthur, Aragorn 
in The Lord of the Rings, Katniss Everdeen in The Hunger Games; Neo in The Matrix trilogy, 
Harry Potter and the list goes on & on to basically every Marvel & DC hero too.  

 
1)  Why do you think Messianic Christ figures, the idea of a “Chosen One”, is locked deep in our 
hearts and imaginations?  

 

Read Luke 3:21-22 

 

2)  Why do you think Jesus chose to get baptized?  

I believe Jesus’ baptism is a visible endorsement of the ministry of John the Baptist, the 
prophet who came to introduce Messiah. Jesus was also fulfilling all righteousness as faithful, 
obedient Israel. He was joining fallen humanity, for whom His death & resurrection would 
provide righteousness by sharing in their baptism. 

 

3)  What do the words, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased” mean? 

 When the Father says “my beloved Son” it is directly related to the designation & 
appointment of Israel’s king by God.  

 We see it in 1 Samuel 9, 10, 16 and 2 Samuel 7 with the Davidic covenant.  
 It echoes the words of Isaiah 42, where Messiah is commissioned as the Servant, the one 

who will suffer and die for the people and the world.  
 Some suggest it may also echo Genesis 22.2, when Abraham was commanded to kill his 

beloved only son, Isaac.  

The evidence is more than sufficient to indicate to any willing person that the declaration of 
the Father, along with the descent of the Holy Spirit, designated Jesus as the King of Israel, 
empowering Him for the task which was before Him.  

 

4)  As you scan Luke 3:23-38, which names in Jesus’ lineage pop out to you and why? 

 



5)  What’s the significance of the statement, “being the son (as was supposed) of Joseph”        
(Lk. 3:23)? 

Luke affirms the virgin birth again by noting that Joseph was the “supposed” father of Jesus. 
The remark indicates that the genealogy is Joseph’s and this genealogy is important because 
it is a “legal” one because it traces the roots of Jesus through His earthly father. In Jesus’ 
patriarchal society, his legal status would come through his father.  

 

6)  Why is it important that Jesus genealogy can be traced back to David, Abraham and 
Adam? 

 David’s name tells us that Jesus was royalty and Luke carefully traces Jesus as a royal 
successor and rightful heir to the throne of David’s kingdom. 

 By linking Jesus to Abraham, Luke is bringing the reader’s attention back to the promise 
of God’s rescue plan for the world. He wants us to see that Jesus is the long-awaited son of 
Abraham who will fulfill the covenant to Abraham that Israel will bring God’s blessing to all 
humanity. 

 Why does Luke go all the way back to Adam? Luke is saying - indeed Jesus is the Messiah 
of Israel, but He is Messiah for the whole world. All creation, the whole human race, will be 
radically changed from what Jesus has come to do. But Jesus, the second Adam, the 
unique Son of God, will not fail like the first Adam did. Jesus alone offers salvation from the 
curse of sin & death brought about by the 1st Adam.  

 

7)  As you think and pray about Easter, why is it important to remember that Jesus is Messiah 
not only of Israel, but the whole world?  

 

8) Share a few names of people we can ask God to open a door to invite to Easter. 

 

 

 

 

______________ 

 
Breakthrough Prayers: 

 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the 

Nyamwezi, by 2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 
 


