
 

 

 

 
GOOD NEWS TO THE POOR                   DAVID ANDERSON 
LUKE 4:14-44                  APRIL 24, 2022 
 

1)  Agree or Disagree: Poor people have a greater chance to get to heaven.  

Leaders, I know this might be an uncomfortable discussion, but let your group sit with some tension. 
Don’t resolve it for them. See if they can name any Scripture to support their views (Luke 18:25, 1 Tim. 6:9-
12, Revelation 3:17, etc.) 

 

Read Luke 4:14-44 

2)  When Jesus finally speaks in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 4:18-19), He quotes Isaiah 61:1-2. 

 Who are the “poor” that Jesus is talking about? 

The “poor” aren’t just those who struggle economically. This is a term that includes those who are 
marginalized, those who have historically been excluded because of their nationality. The poor are the 
outcasts of society & have been made to feel directly or indirectly that they are on the outside looking in.   

Those who are the most vulnerable in society are targeted by Jesus to proclaim good news of liberty 
and healing. I think being poor also involves spiritually poverty. It involves people of any nation or social 
class who recognize their sickness and need for a spiritual Physician to heal them. I think both of these 
concepts are especially difficult for Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth to digest, because as we will see, they 
didn’t view themselves physically poor or spiritually poor.  

 Who are the “blind”? 

Blindness was a common disease in Palestine. The blind belonged to a class of persons excluded from 
the temple. Metaphorically, Jesus will also open the eyes and bring sight to those imprisoned in 
darkness (Luke 1:79, 3:6). 

 Who are the “prisoners” and “captives” that need liberty? 

Luke’s account of Jesus does not have him setting free literal prisoners. I believe the image is 
metaphorical. Release and liberation in Luke/Acts has more to do with forgiveness of sins and freedom 
from Satan’s stranglehold. It’s also true that many who have been transformed by the Gospel have 
historically been the greatest liberators of literal prisoners and oppressors. 

 What does it mean that it was the “year of the Lord’s favor”? 

In Isaiah, “the year of the Lord’s favor” is a reference to the Jewish year of Jubilee, where debts were 
released and slaves were set free. It was a spiritual picture of the day or time of God’s great harvest of 
salvation. Ultimately, I think Jesus is describing a season of God’s hospitality to the human race. No one 
is excluded from the great invitation of Jesus.  

 

 



3)  Jesus states in Luke 4:21 that Isaiah 61:1-2 is fulfilled in Him. How so?  

Jesus doesn’t merely proclaim the good news as God’s anointed prophet. He is the good news, the One 
who would offer Himself as God’s sin-bearer, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. The 
one who can execute this impossible list of bringing good news to the poor, sight to the blind and 
freedom to the imprisoned.  

 

4)  One of our breakthrough prayers this year is, “Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve 
those in need.”  

 As we ask the Holy Spirit to give us hearts for the poor, blind, marginalized and outsiders, what 
excites you?  

 What makes you nervous? 
 What do you see as the primary obstacles you will face?  
 What can someone do if they don’t feel a desire to care for the most vulnerable? 
 How can we pray for each other in these areas? 
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Breakthrough Prayers: 

 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the Nyamwezi, by 

2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 


