
      
 
 
 
 
 
      HOPE DOES NOT DISAPPOINT              DAVID ANDERSON 
      LUKE 2:22-38                                  MARCH 20, 2022 

 
1)  When things are dark, discouraging or challenging, what specific promises of God does 
your heart cling to?  
 
 God’s mercies are new each morning 

(Lam 3) 
 You are set free (John 8:36) 
 God will meet your needs (Phil 4:19) 
 God works for your good (Rom 8:28) 
 God gives good gifts to His children 

(Matt 7:11) 
 God will give you rest (Matt 11:29) 
 No one can snatch you from God’s 

hand (John 10:28) 
 The Holy Spirit will guide you into all 

truth (John 16:13) 
 Jesus has overcome the world (John 

16:33) 

 Nothing can separate you from God’s 
love (Rom 8:39) 

 You are saved by grace through faith 
(Eph 2:8-9) 

 You are a new creation in Christ (2 Cor 
5:17) 

 You are blessed with every spiritual 
blessing (Eph 1:3) 

 God will finish the work He began in 
you (Phil 1:6) 

 Jesus is coming soon (Rev. 22:20) 

 
Read Luke 2:25-38 
 
2)  In what ways do the lives of Simeon and Anna and their responses to baby Jesus teach 
us about hope? 
 
 The lives and words of Simeon and Anna demonstrate how hope is lived out. Through 

the lives of Simeon and Anna, we learn hope is the engine that ignites righteousness 
and Spirit filled living.   

 Hope allows us to define what matters most to us, and hope gives us front row seats to 
see the power & grace of God.  

 Anna worshipped, fasted and prayed night and day because she was eagerly waiting 
and begging God for the redemption of Jerusalem 

 
3)  Why were people like Simeon and Anna able to receive Jesus and His mission to the 
Gentiles, but the religious leaders weren’t (Luke 4:28-30, 6:11, 23:21-23)? 
 
 With people like Simeon and Anna, and Zechariah and Elizabeth in chapter 1, I believe 

Luke is showing us the most devout and humble people under the Law are also the 
most receptive to the coming of Jesus.  

 They are ready for Messiah, & you will notice they are also ready for Messiah’s reach to 
go beyond Israel to the Gentiles as predicted in Isaiah 40:5, 42:6, 49:6, 52:9-10. 

 
 
 



 
Read Romans 5:1-5 
 
4)  There is hope that disappoints/put us to shame and there is hope that doesn’t 
disappoint/put us to shame. According to Romans 5, how does hoping in the glory of God 
help us endure the suffering of life? 
 

 How does character produce hope? 
 
“Only a believer who has faced distress can develop steadfastness. That in turn develops 
character, which in turn results in hope. As believers suffer, they develop endurance; that 
quality deepens their character; and a deepened, tested character results in hope that God 
will see them through.” (John Witmer) 
 

 Why does hope in Christ not disappoint or put us to shame? 
 
The reason hope does not disappoint is that God has poured out His love into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. “The reality of God’s love in a believer’s heart gives the assurance, 
even the guarantee, that the believer’s hope in God and His promise of glory is not 
misplaced and will not fail.” (John Witmer) 
 
 
5)  As a HUB group, come up with 5 ways someone can daily pursue the hope that will not 
disappoint vs. worldly hopes that will always come up short.  
 
For example— 
1. Wake up and calibrate yourself (via prayer/Scripture) every morning to Jesus and His 

agenda and His provision for your life.  
2. Tangibly invest in your future hope via time, money, energy.  
3. Don’t hide your pain from people you trust. Allow them to speak hope into your 

challenging circumstances. 
4. Sing praise songs or journal when the pain is acute. 
5. Force yourself to be in community and relationship with other believers (worship 

services, HUB group, discipleship, serving, etc.) 
         

 

______________ 

Breakthrough Prayers: 
 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the Nyamwezi, 

 by 2030. 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 
 


