
 

 

 

 

ZECHARIAH’S RESPONSE TO GOD              DAVID ANDERSON 
LUKE 1:57-80              MARCH 6, 2022  

 

Read Luke 1:57-66 

1)  Why does Luke care so much about John the Baptist? 

 He is the opening scene and opening character of the greatest story ever told. His 
message is to ready yourself for your Messiah to shatter 400 years of silence.  

 For the Jews who have ears to hear, John the Baptist symbolized that God wasn’t finished 
with Israel, that God would fulfill His promises, and everyone needed to ready themselves 
for what God was doing next.  

 

2)  Why is the naming of John significant? 

 We know that on the eighth day after birth, Jewish sons would be circumcised in 
fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant (Gen 17:10). Everyone gathered at this circumcision 
party is expecting John to be called Zechariah Jr., or little Zacky.   

 Elizabeth and then Zechariah explain that their son is not called Zechariah. He will be 
called John (which means “gift from God”).  

 This would be hard for the extended family and friends gathered at that celebration, 
because everyone expected this child to grow up to be a priest like his father. John being 
given a different name indicated that God had given him a unique ministry, which is 
evident through John’s miraculous birth to Elizabeth.  

 

Read Luke 1:67-80 

3)  Why is Jesus described as the horn of salvation?  

 Zechariah isn’t talking about a musical instrument, but the deadly weapon of a wild ox.  
 This is the only place in the New Testament where Jesus is called a horn, but we see it 

several times in the Old Testament. David says in Psalm 18:2— The LORD is my rock and 
my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the 
horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
 

 

 

(con’t over) 



 Jesus is the horn of salvation because he is a deadly weapon and has tremendous power. 
The Messiah will one day literally destroy Israel’s enemies and gather his people into his 
land and rule them in peace. God's aim in raising a horn of salvation is not merely to 
liberate an oppressed people, but to create a holy and righteous people who live in no 
fear because they trust him.  

 Zechariah is praising God for the eventual national redemption of Israel, but under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, he implies that this visitation and redemption of God is going 
to mean profound spiritual transformation and spiritual battle. As the Gospel of Luke 
unfolds, the identity of the enemies will expand beyond the Roman occupation over the 
land to demonic powers that oppose the one true God. The power and authority of Satan 
must be defeated. If the goal of God's redemption is to be achieved—the gathering of a 
people who are fearless and righteous—then Jesus must conquer fear and conquer 
unrighteousness. 

 Zechariah’s praise is a worship service of God’s deliverance from one’s enemies, freedom 
from fear and fear of death through Messiah. We have been delivered from the hands of 
the enemy so that we might serve Christ without fear, in holiness and righteousness. 

 

4)  How do you respond to the idea that Jesus has come to create a fearless and righteous 
people? Can you think of any other verses that support this? 

 

5)  Where in your life is it particularly difficult to believe that Jesus has recreated you to be 
fearless and righteous? 

 

6)  How can we support you and pray for you as you trust the Lord in this area of your life?  

 

_______________ 

 
Breakthrough Prayers: 

 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the 

Nyamwezi, by 2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 


