
 

 

 

 

 
JOHN’S MESSAGE OF JUDGMENT & HOPE       DAVID ANDERSON 
LUKE 3:1-21                  MARCH 27, 2022 

 
1)  Who is John the Baptist?  

 Remember his father was the priest Zechariah and his mother, Elizabeth, was a cousin of 
Mary’s (Mary was Jesus’ mother). Luke 1:6 says that both “were righteous in the sight of God, 
walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.”  

 Elizabeth couldn’t have kids and the Angel Gabriel appears to Zechariah in the temple and 
explains his prayers will be answered and he will have a son. Gabriel describes their future 
son, “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will 
turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will also go before Him in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  
(Luke 1:15-17) 

 Later on, when baby John the Baptist heard Mary’s voice (the mother of his Messiah), he 
jumped in Elizabeth’s womb. “And the child (John the Baptist) continued to grow, and to 
become strong in spirit, and he lived in the desert until the day of his public appearance to 
Israel.” (Luke 1:80).  Matthew 3 describes this amazing character, who “was clothed in 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey.”  

 There were several very dramatic moments with John and Jesus. John baptizes Jesus. John 
publicly identifies Him, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”      
(John 1:29).  

 In Matthew 11:11, Jesus makes this amazing statement about John. “Assuredly, I say to you, 
among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist.”  

 

Read Luke 3:1-21 

2)  Why do you think Luke lists all the earthly rulers and power structures at the beginning of 
the chapter? 

Luke is pointing out how the world’s political leaders don’t control the message, the prophets 
or narrative of God. This is the world in which the authoritative John the Baptist is asked to 
proclaim his message.  

3)  What part of John’s message (3:3-17) grabs your attention and why? 

4)  Why is it important to understand John’s message in light of who he is as the last Old 
Testament prophet? 

   



John preached the message that all the OT prophets preached before him - a return to the 
Mosaic covenant or severe judgment from God. John’s transitional ministry demonstrated 
once and for all that God’s blessing and salvation would never be achieved through the Mosaic 
Covenant, through the law-keeping of the nation Israel. Instead, it would be through another 
baptism that was promised long ago, through One that John was not worthy to even untie a 
strap on his sandals.  

The last chapter of Luke summarizes what needed to happen: "Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:46-47). 

5)  What part of John’s message applies to us New Testament Christians?  

 

Read Luke 5:30-32 

6)  What does Jesus mean that “those who are well have no need of a physician”?  

7)  What is repentance? 

Repentance is a gift of grace, given to us by a gracious God to restore us to a Holy and Loving 
God. 
Repentance, metanoia, is a change of mind where we turn to God for healing/restoration 
through Messiah. Repentance isn’t doing something about our sin; rather, it means admitting 
that we can’t do anything about our sin.  
  
8)  Instead of repenting, what are we tempted to do and why? 
 
We blame, minimize, hide and bury our sin because of fear, lack of humility, and a desire to 
prove something to God, others and ourselves.  

9)  Jesus wants to free you from your guilt, sin and shame. He wants to free you from your 
petty, self-centered, self-vindicating world to a life of joyful intimacy with Him.  

 How would you know if you have something to repent from? 
 

 How would you know if there is something in your life that is keeping you from joy in 
Jesus and joy with others? 

 
 
______________ 

Breakthrough Prayers: 
 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the Nyamwezi, 

by 2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 


