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Ed Underwood 

 

The Long, Sacred Look 
Selected Scripture 

 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. He is the head of 

the body, the church…the firstborn from among the dead. 
P opu l a r  Ne w  Te st amen t  H y mn ,  C ol os s i a n s  1 : 1 5 - 20 

 
LEADERS: Here are the restatements of the main idea if you feel you need to pollinate 
the discussion with sentences that call them back to the main idea: 
 
The longer you look at Jesus, the more you will want to follow him and serve him in 
this broken world. 
 
I’m praying that the Spirit will use our time together to persuade those of you who are 
discouraged and weary to look to Jesus to find rest for your souls. For His yoke is easy 
and His burden is light.  
 
Jesus must be at the center of our existence. 
 
The gospel means that the problems that trouble us most deeply can be washed 
away by the blood of Christ. Keep in mind that the gospel is more than good news to 
you, it is good news about you. You have been made new and what matters most is 
knowing Jesus and living in single-minded harmony with him. 
 
Look at Jesus…and keep on looking at him. 
 
 
 
1)  When you think through your life, what is that one face that never failed to comfort 
you and give you confidence? 
 
Why? 
 
LEADERS: Remember, don’t speak until someone begins to share. If you can get them 
thinking about a real face from their life, they will begin to realize what a privilege it is 
to look at Jesus. 
 
 
 
2)  Now, what was that face that you thought would bring you comfort and give you 
confidence that let you down the most? 
 
Why? 
 
LEADERS: This isn’t a time for people to tell a lot of stories, just enough for you to 
make the point that Jesus is the only One who will never let us down. 
 
 
 



 
3)  Let’s Review: Read through the following verses Ed taught on Sunday. Just read 
them, without comment.  

2 Corinthians 3:18, 4:5-6; Colossians 1:15-20, 26-29, 3:1-4; Hebrews 1:1-4, 11:6, 12:1-3. 
 

LEADERS: Assign one reader to each passage and try to create an atmosphere of 
meditation for a few minutes. Let the truth and grace “soak” into the room. 
 
 
 
4)  What is one word that describes your response to these Scripture readings? 
 
LEADERS: Take some time with this. Just one word. They will need time to consider 
this. You may begin with your one word. 
 
 
 
5)  What circumstance of life most causes you to take your eyes off of Jesus? What is 
the pressure point right now? How can we help? 
 
What would be different in your life if you were more confident about Jesus’ care for 
you as the God who comes near, the One who makes the invisible God visible? What 
specific area of your life would you like to lean into with a sense of courageous trust? 
 
LEADERS: You may want to also use this as a catalyst for prayer and ask them to listen 
for ways to pray for one another during this part of the discussion. 
 
 
 

_______________ 
 

 
Pray our 2022 Breakthrough Prayers: 
Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need.  
Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025.  
Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the 

Nyamwezi, by 2030.  
Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace (Eph. 4:1, 3). 
 


