
 

 

 

 

WAITING ON A FAITHFUL GOD              DAVID ANDERSON 
LUKE 1:5-56                 FEBRUARY 27, 2022 
 

 

As you read Luke 1:5-56, compare and contrast the characters of Zechariah and Mary: 

 1)  What grabs your attention? 

 2)  Socially and culturally, how do Zechariah and Mary differ? 

Leaders: He is a priest. He is a law-keeper. He is a man. He is old like Abraham. And he is 
married. Mary, on the other hand, appears to have far less going for her. She is a woman. She is 
young. She holds no titles or positions in the community. And she has no husband (yet). 

 3)  How do Zechariah and Mary’s responses to Gabriel differ? Why is Zechariah struck mute 
and Mary isn't? 

Leaders: Luke spells this out for us. The angel Gabriel causes Zechariah to go mute because He 
did not believe it was possible. Later Gabriel says, “Nothing will be impossible with God!” (Luke 
1:37). Gabriel does show him grace and I think Zechariah is used as contrast to the amazing 
faith of Mary. 

 Listen to Mary’s response, “I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” 
(Luke 1:38). Mary is saying, “I am a willing vessel in God’s hands to do God’s will as He has 
instructed.” Even though her situation will be a cause of embarrassment (as readers we can 
anticipate the awkwardness of this situation), she responds with trust. Luke highlights Mary’s 
humble faith through the words of her cousin Elizabeth, “Blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord” (Luke 1:45). 

 4)  What stands out to you with Mary’s song of praise?  

Leaders: This song is about God and His miraculous intervention in history through Jesus. God 
has broken into the desperate circumstances of Israel through the humble. Her Son will be a 
part of God’s strong power overthrowing the power structures of the world, demolishing the 
might and exalting the humble. Mary celebrates and rejoices. God the Powerful, Holy, Merciful, 
Faithful One has stepped into human history. It’s a story of vindication of those who are faithful 
and humble and have waited on the Lord. 

 5)  The righteous remnant of Israel had to wait a long time for God’s deliverance. Waiting for 
God’s intervention can be a painful and difficult process. Life is filled with tension, ambiguity 
and uncertainty and a lot of waiting for God to intervene.  



What are some life lessons you have learned about what God is doing in you and those you 
love as you wait on Him?  

Leaders: I think He is far more interested in getting your attention, addressing the idols in your 
heart, breaking your pride and opening your heart up to the power of the Holy Spirit. As you 
wait on the Lord, you are being sanctified. You have no idea you are changing, but you are 
changing. He is changing your appetites and passions. He wants to get us where Mary got - I 
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word. Luke shares a powerful 
message to those of you who are faithfully waiting on Him in some desperate circumstances. 
God is faithful. He will fulfill His promises to the humble even when appearances suggest 
otherwise. We too will have a song of praise and God’s deliverance soon.        

What words of encouragement would you give someone who feels like God is not 
interested in his/her circumstances and desperation? 

 

_______________ 

 

Breakthrough Prayers: 
 Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need. 
 Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025. 
 Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people, the 

Nyamwezi, by 2030 
 Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace (Eph 4:1, 3). 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


