
 

 

 

 

JANUARY 23, 2022   
SSSSSSDAVID NEWKIRK 

 

      P R A Y E R 
 
 
JAMES 5:13-18 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Read James 5:13-18.   

13 “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14 Is 
anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is 
sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, 
confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person has great power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and 
he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the 
earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.” 

 

1. Why does James make sure to incorporate an invitation to pray at both ends of the human 
experiential spectrum?  

Read verse 13 again. When you are suffering you should _________?  

When you are cheerful, you should ________ ?  

 

2. As a believer when you are sick, powerless, and weary in your life, who is James asking you to call? 
Why?  

The word “sick” in the Greek text is ἀσθενε ῖ   which means to be weak, be powerless, to be weary.  

Leader’s Note: Not every sickness fits into this category. The feel of this passage is a sickness, 
powerlessness, or weariness that is severe and has not gone away. It is keeping you from worshiping 
with the rest of the Body. James indicates that the sick man initiates contact with the elders and asks 
for prayer and anointing. These are acts of faith and humility on his part, expressions of humble 
reliance on the God. 

 

3. As you read through this passage, what connection does sin have to sickness? 

Read verse 15 again. Note that the word “save” is not in reference to salvation, but to restoration. If the 
person suffering "has committed" some sin that caused his or her debilitated condition, James tells 
his readers that God will forgive those sins. This happens when the sinner confesses his/her sin to God 
(1 John 1:9; Matt. 6:12). Not all sickness is the direct result of some sin(s) (John 9:1-3).  



 

 

Leader’s Note: Some sickness is because of sin. Not all sickness is because of sin. James' point is simply 
that both the sickness and the sin must be dealt with when they are linked.  

 

4. As you reflect on the sermon, why does James use Elijah as an example of the effective prayer of a 
righteous man?  

 

Spend some time as a HUB group praying for our 2022 Breakthrough Prayers.  

Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us to serve those in need.  

Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025.  

Father, use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people – the Nyamwezi - by 2030.  

Father, help us walk worthy of our calling, maintaining the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
(Eph. 4:1, 3). 

 

 

 


