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Ephesians 6:5-9: Working As To The Lord And Not To Man 
 
Read Ephesians 6:5-9 
 
1)  Why do you think Paul doesn’t explicitly condemn slavery? 
 
HUB leader, here are some of my thoughts . . .  
   
1) Paul does not condone slavery.  
• As you look at the context in chapter 5, with husbands and wives, he gives the divine 

counterpart, Christ and the church. Marriage is a divine institution.  
• With the family, he gives the divine command, “Honor your father and mother.”  
• With slaves and masters, he doesn’t give any divine justification for slavery, because there isn’t 

any! 
• When given the opportunity to address Christian brothers, Paul does “urge” Philemon to free 

Onesimus. Paul calls both master (Philemon) and slave (Onesimus) his “brother.” Paul could have 
charged Christian slaves to seek illegal ways to freedom (e.g. rebellion, running away), but he 
doesn’t. He did, however, encourage slaves to acquire their freedom whenever legal/possible (1 
Cor. 7:20-22). 

  
2) Paul doesn’t try to eradicate it, but revolutionize it.  
• Ephesians describes the healing and unifying power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus came to 

create a new humanity that is composed of all races and levels of social status, but unified in 
purpose and love for one another.  

• The church that includes slaves and freed “are no longer strangers and aliens, but are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God” (Eph. 2:19), “being built together 
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (Eph 2:22). All distinctions were leveled at the cross. 
The status of slave or free was irrelevant in Christ; spiritual status was more important than social 
status (Gal 3:28, Col 3:11).  

  
God could have prevented slavery from existing and He didn’t. He could prevent all kinds of other 
suffering and He doesn’t. Paul could have challenged pagan masters to release their slaves and they 
would have declined. (continued next page) 
 



 
 
 
(continued from previous page) 
Christians could not change the legal and economic system of Rome and a slave rebellion would 
have likely led to the execution of much of the church, but the deeply ingrained sinful cultural 
patterns of slavery would be redeemed over time by this new humanity we call the church. The Bible 
and in particular Paul’s letters served an important rationale and motivation for Christian 
abolitionist, like William Wilberforce.  
  
There are times where God provides guiding principles in existing sinful human structures (i.e. 
divorce in Matthew 19). He hates these sinful structures, but He reveals how a disciple of Jesus is to 
function, in a way that pleases God, while these structures are in place. Paul charges children of light 
to walk in light in some very dark places (5:8).  
 

2)  We thankfully don’t have to function any longer in slave/master relationships in this 
country. What are some other areas we can apply these principles to?  
 
These principles apply to the workplace, school settings, civil settings, and really any place authority 
is exercised over us.  
 

3)  According to Paul, how can a spirit-filled believer respond to authority in his/her life? 
 

4)  What motivation does Paul offer in this section to work sincerely, faithfully, and with a pure 
heart? Do Paul’s motivations motivate you? Why or why not?  
 

The great Scottish missionary, Andrew Murray, encourages us to remember these truths when God 
has given us a difficult assignment:  
 
a. God has brought me here. It is by His will I am here. In that fact I will rest. 
b. He will keep me here in His love and give me grace to behave as His child. 
c. He will make the trial a blessing, teaching me the lessons He intends for me to learn. 
d. In His good time, He will bring me out again—how and when He knows.  
  
So let me say: I am here by God’s appointment, in His keeping, under His training, for His time.  
 
 
5)  As you reflect on your own difficult assignments in life, which of these truths from Murray comfort 
you or give you hope? Why?  
   
 

 

 

2021 BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER REQUESTS:   

Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us forward together.   
Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025.   
Father, please use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people - the Nyamwezi - 
by 2030. 


