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Spirit Led Families, Part 1 (Ephesians 6:1-4) 
 
 
1)  For the average non-Christian, what are some parenting goals they might have for their kids? 
 
 
 Get straight As and score in the top 5% on the SAT and get a scholarship into a prestigious 

university 
 Get married 
 That they wouldn’t struggle with addiction and self-imposed pain 
 Be liked and have lots of friends and influence 
 That they wouldn’t be an embarrassment to the family  
 Get a stable, well-paying job, maybe support parents in old age 
 Provide grandchildren 
 No prison sentences 
 
How do things change with Christ? 
 

Read Ephesians 6:1-4 in two different translations. 
 

2)  What stands out to you in these verses?  
 

3)  For the children, what’s the difference between “obedience” and “honoring”? 
 
When honor is used in the New Testament, it is usually used of parents. Honoring is the heart 
condition of showing your parents respect as God’s instruments of authority and love. Obedience is 
the outward manifestation of the honoring.   
 
 
4)  As your parents age, what are the challenges you face or have faced as you seek to “honor” 
them?  



 

 
 
5)  Can you think of how your life benefited by obedience to your parents or was hurt by 
disobedience? 
 

6)  Paul doesn’t explicitly state how fathers provoke their children to anger. Can you think of any 
ways children are provoked to anger? Why do you think mothers are not included in this 
statement?  
 
Manipulation, exploitation, co-dependency, crushing discipline, provoking, teasing and neglect are 
just a few ways that can provoke children to anger. 
 
7)  In verse 4, Paul says to “bring up” our children in the “discipline and instruction of the Lord.” We 
don’t just show them what is wrong, but what is right. What are some “right” things that you want or 
wanted your children to understand before they left the house? 
 

 

 

2021 BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER REQUESTS:   

Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us forward together.   
Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025.   
Father, please use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people - the Nyamwezi - 
by 2030. 
 


