
 
 
 

HUB GROUP NOTES | OCTOBER 10, 2021 
“The Mystery of Marriage”  

Ryan Berkman 
 

*HUB Leaders - I know you likely won’t have time to get to all of these questions, so pick the sections 
that you think would benefit your group the most! 
 
 

 Read Ephesians 5:22-33 
o What are some ways you have seen this passage misused or mistaught? 
o What is Paul emphasizing the most in this passage? 
o How does this section on marriage fit within the context of the whole chapter? 

How about the rest of the book of Ephesians?  

 Read Matthew 20:25-28 and Philippians 2:3-4. How do these passages help us have a better 
foundation when approaching our passage in Ephesians? 

 What does it mean for marriages to be reenactments of the Gospel? 
 

Quote: “Paul’s remarks to husbands and wives are counter to every cultural pattern represented in that 
society. His vision for marriage is not a concession to any cultural pattern, but substantially challenges 
them all. His plan is rooted in the creation design and profoundly informed by the relationship that Christ 
has with his church.” (Clinton Arnold, Ephesians, 379) 

 
 How was Paul’s teaching on marriage countercultural in his day?  

 What (if anything) is still countercultural about his teaching today? 
 

Quote: “...the Hellenistic philosophers argued that the household was a microcosm of society and that 
social order can only be maintained by ensuring the right ordering of life in the household. For Paul, the 
church is a new society. Thus, the purpose of the household codes is to help the church effectively 
actualize its new identity in Christ. The church as a whole can function well as a unified society of 
believers only if each household is functioning properly.”  (Clinton Arnold, Ephesians, 371) 

 
 

 Why is the home/family so important to the mission of the Church? 

 How do our marriages (or other relationships in the home) affect our witness for the Gospel? 



 
 
 
 

 When a marriage is healthy and flourishing, what kinds of things do you notice about the 
couple? 

 What are the obstacles that get in the way of your marriage living up to this standard set by 
Paul in Ephesians 5:22-33?  

 If married, how do you defend your marriage against the schemes of the devil? If not married, 
what are ways you can help and support the married couples you know? 

 
 

*Spend time praying for marriages, both in your group and in the church as a whole. Pray for people 
to see the Gospel reenacted through Christian marriages. Pray for strength for wives and husbands 
to stand against the schemes of the devil. 

 
 

 

 

2021 BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER REQUESTS:   

Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us forward together.   
Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025.   
Father, please use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people - the Nyamwezi - 
by 2030. 
 


