
BAPTISM 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is baptism?  
     Baptism is the temporary immersing of a believer in water as a way for the believer to identify as  
     part of Christ’s church. It is typically done in front of witnesses.  
 
Who should be baptized?  
     Everyone who has believed in Christ as his/her savior should be baptized (Matthew 28:19).  
 
Why should a believer in Jesus Christ be baptized?  
     Throughout the New Testament believers are commanded to be baptized and the record  
     consistently shows that they were (Jesus was also baptized [Matthew 3:14]). All believers should  
     follow this command and the examples from the New Testament church (Matthew 28:19, John  
     4:1-2, Acts 8:12-13, 9:18, 10:48).  
 
     Baptism is so much a part of the Christian experience that after Pentecost the New Testament  
     does not have a category or example of people who believed in Jesus and were not baptized.  
 
What does it mean to be baptized?  
     While baptism is a simple act, it is an incredibly rich experience with multiple layers of meaning,  
     including the believer’s death and resurrection to new life in Christ, identification with Christ’s  
     body the Church, and cleansing from sin.  
 
     Baptism symbolizes our death and resurrection to new life in Christ. In Romans 6:3-4, Paul says “  
     3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his  
     death? 4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as  
     Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  
 
     Believers become part of Christ’s body the Church when they place their faith in Jesus, and  
     baptism is a representation of this event. I Corinthians 12:13 tells us “ 13 For we were all baptized  
     by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all  
     given the one Spirit to drink.”  
 
     Finally, baptism symbolizes a believer’s cleansing from sin. In Act 22:16, when Ananias came to  
     Saul after he had been blinded on the Damascus road, he told Saul to “Arise and be baptized,  
     and wash away your sins, calling upon His name.”  
 
Does baptism “save” you?  
     Baptism is an important step of obedience, but it is faith alone in Christ’s death and resurrection  
     that saves us from our sin. (John 3:16, Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5, 1 Corinthians 1:17, 15:3-4)  
 
When should baptism take place?  
     The New Testament record shows that baptism took place as soon as possible after a person  
     believed. At Church of the Open Door, we affirm this practice. We also believe that prior to  
     baptism, it is important for the new believer to have a basic understanding of the meaning and  
     significance of baptism. (Act 16:30-33, Acts 8:26-40)  
 
How old should a child be before he or she should be baptized?  
     The child should be mature enough to understand that he or she is a believer. Baptism should be  
     the child’s decision in response to his or her faith and understanding of baptism. The child  
     should be old enough to make an informed decision about publicly confessing his or her faith.  



 
Why does the Church of the Open Door baptize by immersion?  
     We feel it is important to closely follow the biblical model of baptism, which clearly describes  
     immersion in water. The word “baptize” means to “dip under the water”, and every baptism  
     described in the New Testament follows this example.  
 
Who can perform a baptism?  
     At Church of the Open Door, we believe in the priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 2:4-10) and love  
     to see disciplers, parents or other people who have played a meaningful role in the spiritual life  
     of the new believer perform his or her baptism.  
 
Should people who were baptized as infants be re-baptized after they become believers?  
     We recommend that people who have been baptized or dedicated as infants be baptized once  
     they have believed in Christ as their Savior. It is important to do this in a way that does not  
     dishonor the actions of the parents who had the infant baptized, but acknowledges the fact the  
     New Testament call to be baptized is one that must be answered by the individual who believes.  
 
     At Church of the Open Door, we believe in the value of infant dedication. It is a time in which the  
     parents publicly commit themselves to raising the child in the faith and the church commits  
     itself to supporting them in this process. However, infant dedication should not be confused with  
     the biblical call to believers to be baptized.  
 
Can baptism take place in private or at home?  
     While the New Testament provides example of baptisms that were performed in private settings,  
     we do believe, if possible, it should be done in a public setting. Since baptism is a way of  
     identifying with the body of Christ, we believe it should be done in the presence of some part of  
     the church family (Mark 8:34, 38).  
 
What should I do if I want to be baptized?  
     Please contact us at info@churchoftheopendoor.com to set up a time to meet with one of our  
     pastors. We would love to talk through this information in person and answer any questions you  
     or your child might have.  
 
An additional resource: www.bible.org/article/baptism-some-common-questions-answered 
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