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As we move into 2021, challenges continue to pile up in society, 
in our personal lives and in the lives of the people we love. Life 
doesn’t look all that much better than last year.
 
I want to direct us once again to Paul’s prayer and God’s   
promises found in Ephesians 3:20-21: Now to Him who is able to 
do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according 
to the power at work within us, to Him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen.
 
Friends, in the midst of the brokenness and desperation of this 
past year, God did abundantly more than we could have asked 
or imagined! He gave us open door after open door to shine His 
gracious and loving light into a dark and hurting world:

•	 We managed to launch a virtual service, expanding the 
reach of the gospel message and allowing our missionaries 
to participate. 

•	 Weekly online prayer groups formed for first responders, 
healthcare workers and teachers.

•	 Our 43 acres were frequently used for outdoor activities and 
for groups to meet while distancing.

•	 “Porch visits” came about as a way to encourage our at-
home community.

•	 Your generosity kept our finances stable and allowed us to 
pay down our principal as well.

In 2020, God revived and reaffirmed our passion for discipleship 
near and far, for community, for prayer and for His unchanging 
Word. As we move into 2021, let’s continue to pray for 
opportunities to see Him who is able do far more abundantly 
than all that we ask or think. 

As we experience a great exodus of Christians out of Southern 
California, the Spirit of God continues to testify to the leaders of 
Church of the Open Door that He has firmly planted us here in 
the San Gabriel Valley to make disciples of all the nations.
 
We are praying for revival and are asking for the undeniable, 
unmistakable powerful work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, our 
families’ lives and here at Church of the Open Door.
 
Let’s continue to pray more than ever - Father, pour out your 
Spirit on us and move us forward together!
 

Much love,
 

David Anderson
Lead Pastor

“We are 
praying for 
revival and 
are asking 
for the 
undeniable, 
unmistakable
powerful 
work of the 
Holy Spirit...”
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from our 
LEAD PASTOR



Enjoy a few highlights of 2020 at Church of the Open Door, through the lens of our four core distinctives:
YEAR IN REVIEW

Making Disciples Of All The Nations: We celebrated the retirement of some longtime 
faithful disciplemakers – COD missionaries David & Joy Tuggy and Colin McDougall (Sr.). 
Our CODkids and Hillside Youth Ministries figured out how to hold safe day camps and 
activities - all outdoors - focusing on getting our young people together and into Scripture. 
We experienced an all-church Gratitude Walk in early November (a first!) and reflected on 
how the Lord had used the wildly unexpected nature of 2020 to grow and shape us. 

DISCIPLESHIP

Moving Forward Through Bold Prayer: The challenges of the year pushed us deeper into 
prayer. Our regular Sunday morning prayer teams shifted to meeting online. New weekly 
prayer groups were created to support our frontline friends as the virus continued. Zoom 
became our good friend. We kept praying our Breakthrough Prayers (see p. 4) and watched 
as the Lord answered: He moved us forward together through the twists and turns of 2020; 
He brought about a significant reduction in our Worship Center debt; He led us to an 
unreached people group to build into this decade. 

PRAYER

Trusting Grace In Community: The Church of the Open Door family rallied to serve one 
another and our local community in creative ways in a tough year – you made masks, 
donated food to a local food pantry, gave blood, called to check on each other, helped put 
up the tent (more than once!), delivered groceries and gifts to the homes of those who 
needed to quarantine, moved small groups and Bible studies online, cared for our campus, 
created a powerful Living Nativity video - you kept going!

Teaching God’s Unchanging Word: God used the pandemic (and a couple of incredible 
volunteers!) to catapult us into an online ministry. Livestreaming our weekly services gifted 
us with a larger reach for the gospel of grace and the ability to stay connected to many 
sheltering at home. We also unpacked our big tent and set it up for Sunday services outdoors, 
complete with hand fans during the summer heat and hand warmers for the winter chill. 
Pastor David Anderson preached a timely Words of Comfort series and started Revive Us, 
a focus on confession, the Holy Spirit and prayer. 

WORD
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COMMUNITY
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THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

395
ACTIVE MEMBERS

35
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS NEW MEMBERS

390
REGULAR ATTENDEES

IN PERSON

4
BAPTISMS

ASSETS AS OF 12/31/20
PETTY CASH                                       0
CHECKING ACCOUNT 389,486.56
RESERVE FUND                                    412,981.42
MERCY FUND 15,138.88
TOTAL CASH 817,606.94
PROPERTY/EQUIPMENT (FIXED ASSETS) 10,481,099.71
TOTAL ASSETS 11,298,706.65

OUR MORTGAGE
(ORIGINAL LOAN: 5,000,000) 2,136,977
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FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS: 1167 INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS: 714

VIRTUAL

258



Last year when I wrote this letter, I started with: 
“One thing I have learned during my time at 
Church of the Open Door is that each year tends 
to bring something new or unexpected.” 
 
If that was true in 2019, it was even more true 
in 2020! It is amazing to see God’s grace, mercy 
and protection. In spite of the pandemic and not 
meeting in person from March 15 to June 7, our 
church is still intact, strong and united. God is 
blessing our ministries and we are seeing Him 
answer prayers.
 
Last year, we believe God led us to commit 
ourselves to helping establish a reproducing 
church among an unreached people group 
in this decade. God is moving to answer this 
prayer by having us partner with Andy and 
Margaret Andersen in their work with the 
Nyamwezi  people.  We are looking forward to 
this opportunity and to how the Lord will lead us 
further this year.
 
Also last year, in spite of the pandemic, God 
continued answering our prayer to pay off the 
Worship Center debt by 2025. Once again, an 
amazingly generous family offered matching 
funds for gifts given to the principal of our loan 
– what we call the Principal Project. The match 
for 2020 was $200,000. Again, through your 
generosity, we were able to exceed the match! 
In addition, we have committed funds from our 
year-end surplus which will bring the loan down 
even further.
 
Here is what God has accomplished over the 
past four years:
 

Date                      Approximate Loan Balance
Jan 2018              4,890,000
Jan 2019              3,760,000
Jan 2020             2,620,000
Jan 2021              2,137,000

       

from our 
BOARD OF ELDERS

Father, pour out your Spirit on us 
and move us forward together!

Father, please retire the Worship 
Center mortgage by 2025. 

Father, use us to build a 
reproducing church among 
an unreached people by 2030. 

2020
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Praise God for His miraculous provision!

On behalf of the Board of Elders, I want 
to thank you all for your support of the 
church last year. Your commitment 
to each other and to the ministry is 
wonderful to see. 
 
Words cannot express the deep sense 
of gratitude and appreciation we feel 
toward you.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob Ketterling
Chairman of the Board

P R A Y E R S



GOD’S PROVISION
BUDGET ACTUAL
1,948,500 1,876,141 (Regular giving)

412,372 (Principal Project gifts)

2,288,513 TOTAL GIVING

158,000 PPP Loan (forgiven)

2,446,513 TOTAL Funds ReceivedR
EV

E
N

U
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DEPT. EXPENSE 2020 BUDGET 2020 ACTUAL 2021 PROPOSED
Salaries/Taxes/403b               643,330 643,253 708,305 (A)
General (includes mortgage) 404,600 311,910 (B) 301,260
Properties (Maint + Improv)                           355,305 388,136 (C) 373,810
Missions 234,225 216,777 239,225
Health Insurance 137,000 94,441 (D) 156,650 (E)
Student Ministry 65,900 39,897 65,900
Children’s Ministry 52,100 38,044 51,900
Music/Worship 10,900 8,687 10,900
Communications 7,740 6,156 22,500 (F)
Assimilation/Small Grps 5,600 1,529 2,950 
Next Generation 5,000 12,816 (G) 5,000
Adult Education 1,000 246 1,000
Executive 800 800 800
Contingency 25,000 150 25,000
Total Dept Expense                         1,948,500 1,765,842 1,965,200
Principal Proj Expense 412,372 268,299 (H)
Total Expense 2,178,214 2,233,499
Surplus 268,299 (H)
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(A) Full-time worship and student ministries pastor, increase to 403(b)     
      contribution, and compensation for staff
(B) Savings due to lower than forecast mortgage expenses
(C) Several unbudgeted repairs - water and gas leaks. Cost overruns
     - security cameras and recording studio
(D) Lower than anticipated insurance rate increase, and employee 
     declined coverage

(E) 10% projected rate increase, employees added to coverage
(F) New Media/AV costs moved here from Prop Maint budget
(G) Unbudgeted purchase of AV equipment for live streaming
(H) Applying 2020 surplus to Principal Project


