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WORDS OF COMFORT: Let Each Esteem Others 

Philippians 2:1-11 
 
 
  1) Why do we naturally categorize our relationships in life as people who are inside our circle and  
  those who are outside our circle?  

 
  We may struggle with those who don’t think exactly like us or disagree with us. 
  We have been hurt and we have created boundaries so that we don’t feel that pain again. 
  It is easier and efficient to view people as allies or enemies.  
  It takes more emotional/spiritual maturity to have a more nuanced and sophisticated view of  
people.  

 
 
 

  2) Why is it dangerous to divide Christians in a church family into categories like inside and 
outside?   

 
  All of us can quickly view each other as enemies and not brothers and sisters in Christ that are at 
different stages of maturity. 
  We begin to think of church as a place where we win or lose on issues and opinions, which is so 
destructive.  
  Under this model we become skilled at tantrums, withdrawal, manipulation and careless 
sarcasm. We use US and THEM language and it is very divisive.  
  The whole message of 1 Corinthians 12-14 is that we are different but whole. We have been 
created different by the Holy Spirit, yet all of us bring immense value to the Body of Christ. 

 
 
 

          3) Take a minute to reflect on the goodness of unity. Why is it so wonderful? 
 
          Philippians 2:1-4 describes three specific ways we can pursue Spirit-filled unity. Which of the 

following is especially challenging for you?  
 

a) Let nothing be done from selfish ambition or vain conceit.  
Do you find yourself to be “glory empty”, where you are trying to pursue validation, attention, 
respect and significance in a way that undermines unity? 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

b) Esteem others better than yourself.  
What is humility and what does it look like according to Philippians 2?  
What does humility have to do with unity? 
In what ways in our family and in our church can we esteem others better than ourselves?  
 

c) Look not only to your own interests, but the interests of others.  
How can I trust the Holy Spirit in me to help me care more for other people’s interests than my 
interests? 

 

 
 

  4) Pray for unity. Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us forward together!  
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of  
one accord, of one mind.  
 
Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
others better than himself.  
 
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 
 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not 
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  
 
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient 
to the point of death, even the death of the cross.  
 
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, 
and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.  
 
Philippians 2:1-11 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
           
           2020 BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER REQUESTS:  
 
           Father, pour out your Spirit on us and move us forward together.  
           Father, please retire the Worship Center mortgage by 2025.  
           Father, please use us to build a reproducing church among an unreached people by 2030. 
 

HILLSIDE STUDENTS: This past week you learned about the spiritual disciplines of Celebration 
and Gratitude. How do you think those practices could contribute to unity in the church? 


