
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 13, 2019 I DAVID ANDERSON  
 

 
 
Wolves In Sheep’s Clothing Part 2 
Titus 1:15-16 
 
 

   
 

We live in a world where certainty has been exchanged by cynicism. The cynic says that nothing can be 
trusted. The cynic claims to be a zealot of the truth, and smiles arrogantly as he points out inconsistencies in 
everyone else’s lives. In reality, though, he is twisted by his own hypocrisy and brokenness. In the end the 
cynic disregards the loving truth of a loving God.  
 
Of course there are lots of things we can’t be sure about as Christians. Of course there are things that can be 
discovered and challenged, and of course there are arrogant bullies in the Christian world who do more 
damage than good. However, just because these people exist doesn’t mean there can’t also exist men and 
women and boys and girls who can express Jesus and His truth in firm, loving clarity.  
 
Even in a world of cynicism, even in a world where making propositional truth statements means your heart 
is full of hate, in a world where any certainty is viewed as arrogance, Paul calls Titus, Paul calls the leaders in 
Crete, God calls us to stand up and speak the oracles of God and address the false teaching of our age.  
 
The Bible describes a world where there is right and wrong, true and false, good and bad, beautiful and ugly. 
The cynic rejects this reality, but Paul says don’t abandon your post. Stay firm! In Crete, Paul says, “For there 
are many rebellious people, idle talkers, and deceivers…” (vs. 10) and they need to be silenced (v. 11). Paul tells 
Titus to not compromise with these people, because they mislead whole families by their teaching and 
dishonest gain (vs. 11). And in the next two verses, Paul goes on to describe the root problem with every false 
teacher:  

15 All is pure to those who are pure. But to those who are corrupt and unbelieving, 
nothing is pure, but both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16 They profess to 
know God but with their deeds they deny him, since they are detestable, disobedient, 

and unfit for any good deed. (Titus 1:15-16) 

There is a fundamental question that all religions, all false teachers, anyone peddling the truth must answer: 
Where does purity come from? How do we address our defilement and how do we become pure? Most of us 
have been confronted with the force of our own sin: hatred, jealousy, resentment, deception and all the other 
impurities. These impurities aren’t on the surface, and are not the result of bad circumstances in our lives. 
These impurities are deep, deep in our hearts and we are culpable. All of us come out of our mama’s womb 
with this sinful predisposition; we have great capacity to sin. And this is where false teachers step in. Very 
convincingly they come in with their snake oil and explain that they can solve our impurity issues, that they 
can address our defilement and fix us.  
 
Most commentaries believe there were two avenues promising purity to the people of Crete: 
 

Asceticism Commands of Man 
Asceticism came from a Greek philosophy that 
taught that the universe consisted of two vastly 
different realms: the realm of pure thought, the 
spiritual realm, which was the realm of God, and 
the material realm, which is where we live. The 

Asceticism may have been a part of the purity 
equation for the false teacher, but also with it were 
the rigid commandments of men that Paul 
describes in verse 14. Nothing is more terrifying than 
staring at a problem for which we have no solutions 



 

 

spiritual world and God could only be 
experienced as one distanced himself from his 
physical world and body. Some suspect the false 
teachers ran with this and encouraged the young 
Christians in Crete to live a life of strict abstinence 
from anything physical or pleasurable. 

under our own control. Like all false teaching, they 
couldn’t address the matters of the heart, so they 
tried to control and maneuver the outside with 
man-made commandments. This appealed to the 
flesh and fed the proud human heart that thought it 
could attain purity on its own.  

 
Here are Paul’s great words to Titus and the Cretan elders: don’t let someone who is impure tell you how to 
become pure! These false teachers weren’t pure, and because they weren’t pure, they couldn’t produce 
anything pure from the asceticism and the commands of men. You can’t produce purity from the outside in. 
It needs to come from the inside out, not the outside in. They profess to know God but with their deeds they 
deny him, since they are detestable, disobedient, and unfit for any good deed (vs. 16).  
 
Jesus says that asceticism and the commandments of men are nonsense! Quoting Isaiah, Jesus says, “'This 
people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 7 They worship me in vain, teaching as 
doctrine the commandments of men.' 8 Having no regard for the command of God, you hold fast to human 
tradition….15 There is nothing outside of a person that can defile him by going into him. Rather, it is what 
comes out of a person that defiles him." (Mk. 7:6-8, 15)  
 
How then is our defilement addressed? In just a few verses, listen to what Paul says: “For the grace of God has 
appeared, bringing salvation to all people…(Jesus) gave himself for us to set us free from every kind of 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people who are truly his, who are eager to do good” (Titus 2:11,14). 
 
How did Jesus purify for Himself a people who are truly his? Titus 3:4-6 says, “But when the kindness of God 
our Savior and his love for mankind appeared, he saved us not by works of righteousness that we have done 
but on the basis of his mercy, through the washing of the new birth and the renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us in full measure through Jesus Christ our Savior.”  
 
Paul says, “To those who are corrupt and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their minds and consciences 
are corrupted” (v.15). Those who are corrupt or defiled are clarified by the word unbelieving (apistis). The most 
basic aspect of their defilement is that they have not believed and therefore have not been cleansed by God 
from the defilement of sin. Even though they profess to know God, even though they preach a message of 
purity, they don’t know purity because they don’t believe.  
 
There was a vast difference between the false teachers of Crete and Titus and the legitimate elders Titus was 
building into (vs. 6-9). The false teachers were playing dress up like Halloween and had the outward costume 
of the Spirit’s power, but they did not have the inward filling of the Spirit’s life (3:4-6). The hidden man of the 
heart remained unchanged and therefore they were unfit for any good deed (vs. 16).  
 
 
 

 
PURITY FROM THE INSIDE OUT! 

 
All religion says that purity can be addressed from the outside, but it can’t. Jesus says that it doesn’t matter 
how many times you whitewash those tombs, they are still filled with dead men’s bones.  
 
As we sit here this morning, we need to understand that purity can’t be addressed from the outside. It must 
be addressed by the inside and it can only be addressed through the washing of the new birth and the 
renewing of the Holy Spirit that comes through Jesus Christ (3:4-6). We need resurrection life! 
 
Why has Jesus purified us? He gave himself for us to set us free from every kind of lawlessness and to purify 
for himself a people who are truly his, who are eager to do good (Titus 2:14). 
 
Jesus wants a people who are truly His! Jesus wants a people who are eager to do good! 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


