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What Do You Say To New Believers Under Pressure? Affirm Them.  
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 

 

“For they themselves declare concerning you…”  (1 Thessalonians 1:9) 
 
Paul and Silas had visited Thessalonica in the autumn of 49 BC, on Paul’s second missionary 
journey, having passed through Amphipolis and Apollonian, since there were no synagogues 
in that town (Acts 17:1). The apostle preached three Sabbaths—sometime between fifteen 
and twenty-seven days (Acts 17:2). The synagogue would have meetings on Monday, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays. This means that Paul was probably able to teach at least 8 or 9 
times. The fledgling church was initially led by Jewish converts to Christ, but the assembly 
was primarily Gentile. After Paul started his sermon on the 3rd Sabbath, the Jews of the city 
started a riot (Acts 17:5), because so many of their own were turning to Jesus. Falsely 
charging that Paul and Silas were claiming that there was another king beside Caesar, the 
city got worked up. The leaders feared losing Thessalonica’s special status in the Roman 
Empire as a free city: if the people became convinced of another king the citizens would 
quickly and cruelly lose that favored status.   
 
It seems that Paul had already taught on the death and resurrection of Jesus, and now he 
was beginning to educate this little group of believers about Jesus’ coming kingdom. Just as 
he was introducing this exciting subject of prophecy and what God has in store for His 
people and creation, Paul was forced out of town. He moved on to Berea where he was 
warmly received, but the troublemakers from Thessalonica followed him there and he had 
to hit the road again. He finally settled in Corinth, where he stayed for eighteen months. 
Somewhere along this journey to and stay in Corinth, Paul sent his young associate Timothy 
to Thessalonica. Timothy later reported that the church was doing great, but that they had 
many questions, since Paul’s stay had been so brief. They were especially confused over 
prophecy, since Paul had barely introduced them to the subject of Jesus’ coming kingdom. 1 
and 2 Thessalonians contain Paul’s response to these new believers he had left behind, even 
as they were suffering during hard times of persecution. 
 
If you’ve been following the Lord Jesus for any time at all and paying attention to His 
priorities of making disciples and loving one another, you’ll readily identify with Paul’s heart 
as he picked up his pen to compose this letter to the church and these young lambs he 
loved so and was saddened to leave them behind. In the later chapters he will answer their 
questions about Jesus’ coming kingdom and God’s plan for the ages. First, he needs to help 
them stabilize their faith and give them hope. In our passage today (1:9-10) we’ll discover 
how Paul would answer these questions: 
 
“Paul, there’s this person I shared the good news about Jesus’ love and grace with and they  
believed. They trusted in Christ. But soon after that I was transferred to another city. I want  
to write them a letter because they’re really going through a mess. What should I say?” 
 
Or, “Paul, last night my neighbor stopped by and told me of a tragedy in her life and I was  
able to tell her about Jesus and she trusted in Him for eternal life. Where should I begin to  
help her stabilize her faith and give her the best opportunity to follow Jesus in this fallen  
world?” 
 

Encourage a new believer by affirming... 
…that they belong to Christ and His people, their life-change,  

their living for the world to come, and their hope in Jesus’ soon return! 
 
It’s an amazing passage when you consider how new these believers were in Christ: 



 
I. Affirmation. Three ways Paul affirms the saints in Thessalonica: 
 
 A. They belong to Christ and His people: Entire books. The language of belonging is 

more prevalent in the book of Thessalonians than any other. (Remember the 
circumstances: short stay, left behind, persecution) 

  1. 1:4, loved and chosen by God (“election” occurs in the context of security). 
  2. 2:12, live for the God who calls you to his own kingdom and glory. 
  3. 5:5, you are all sons of the light and sons of the day. 
  4. 2 Thess. 1:11, prayers for God’s power in your life.  
  5. 2:13-15: loved by the Lord, chosen from the beginning for rescue through setting you 

apart, possessors of the glory of our Lord. 
  6. 3:16: Peace of God is yours. 
 
 B. The changes in their lives only explained by the power and presence of God within 

them, one of only two churches (Colossians) acclaimed for their faith, hope, and 
love. They had turned from idols, probably before Paul showed up, but the trend 
continues. People everywhere report (in places just mentioned). 

 
 C. They were living for the world to come, looking for the return of the Lord Jesus.  
  1. And to wait (present active infinitive of purpose), “to wait for one who is expected, 

perhaps with the added idea of patience and confidence.” The coming of the Lord 
Jesus caused them to live purposeful lives. They woke up in the morning looking for 
Him to return.  

  2. His Son from heaven—this is the only place in Thessalonians Jesus is declared as 
God’s Son. 

  3. Paul notes that the resurrection (in this context emphasizing the same Jesus will 
return) giving us a powerful reason to worship, and so to follow, the risen Jesus. 

  5. Even Jesus who delivers us (to rescue, deliver, from great danger) us (out of), the 
(definite article) wrath to come (The verb is emphatic, and emphasizes nearness 
rather than simply coming someday. The next great event (Revelation 6:16-17) is 
imminent (2 Cor 1:11; 2 Tim 4:17). It seems this is not talking about general wrath on 
unbelievers but a specific wrath. From this book (2:16; 5:19) Paul seems to be 
speaking of the Great Tribulation.  

  6. Preservation from wrath is part of the believer’s hope. 
 
Prophecy and the rapture have fallen out of favor with many Christians. Often this is based 
on a misunderstanding: We do not teach the rapture because we want to get out of 
something. We teach the rapture because the New Testament uses the imminence of the 
snatching up of the church to motivate us to follow and serve Christ while we live in this 
window of opportunity (Revelation 2:17). 
 
II. Key Insight: Paul affirms their life change before teaching theology or correcting  
mistakes. There is always something to affirm. If nothing else, affirm what has happened on  
the inside—they are new in Christ. 
 
Every believer lives with this tremendous need to receive affirmation in this world that is 
always pointing out our faults and failures. Here’s the affirmation everyone listening to my 
voice needs to hear and it comes straight from the pen of the Apostle Paul: 
 
“You belong to Jesus and His people. You have every potential to do great things for the Lord 
Jesus. You received all of that potential the moment you believed. In fact, if you give me a 
minute to visit with you, I bet I could point out a lot of evidence that in you dwells the very 
power and presence of the Living God.” 
 


