
 

 

 

 

HUB NOTES 
October 13, 2019 I DAVID ANDERSON  
 

 
Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing Pt 2 
Titus 1:15-16 
 
 

  
 

1) Why do you think many people are confused and easily manipulated by false teachers in regards to 
the quest for purity? 

 
 
Read Titus 1:15-16 in two different translations. 
 

 
2) What’s the root problem with the false teacher’s claim to purity? 
 
Most commentaries believe there were two avenues promising purity to the people of Crete: 
 

Asceticism Commands of man 
Asceticism came from a Greek philosophy that 
taught that the universe consisted of two vastly 
different realms: the realm of pure thought, the 
spiritual realm, which was the realm of God, and 
the material realm, which is where we live. The 
spiritual world and God could only be 
experienced as one distanced himself from his 
physical world and body. Some suspect the false 
teachers ran with this and encouraged the young 
Christians in Crete to live a life of strict abstinence 
from anything physical or pleasurable. 

Asceticism may have been a part of the purity 
equation for the false teachers, but also with it 
were the rigid commandments of men that Paul 
describes in verse 14. Nothing is more terrifying 
than staring at a problem for which we have no 
solutions under our control. Like all false teaching, 
they couldn’t address the matters of the heart, so 
they tried to control and maneuver the outside 
with man-made commandments. This appealed 
to the flesh and fed the proud human heart that 
thought it could attain purity on its own. 

 
 

3) Why are these two avenues so appealing to us? 
 
 
Read Titus 2:14, 3:4-6. 
 
 
4) How then is our defilement addressed? Who purifies? (2:14) 
 
5) How did Jesus purify for Himself a people who are truly His? (3:4-6) 
 
6) Why has Jesus purified us? (2:14) 
 
7) As a people who are truly His, what is one area in your life that we can pray that you would be eager 

to do good in?  
 

 


