
TRUST WISDOM series 

 
 
A. Introduction 

 
Much of the book of Proverbs is Solomon’s impassioned passing on to his children the love of 
wisdom; he wanted them to realize by heeding his counsel they could find the best life possible.  
When we stay between the guardrails that the wisdom of Proverbs provides, we work in conjunction 
with how God designed us and will find the best life possible. However, we need to understand this 
great wisdom in the context of the fear of the Lord (1:7). It is our trusting relationship with God, not an 
“I follow the rules and then obligate God to bless me” spirituality.  

 
B. Proverbs and Friendship 

 
a. Hebrew word for “friend” and “neighbor” from verb meaning “to associate with.” 

i. “friend” indicates emotional attachment 
ii. “neighbor” points to spatial intimacy  

b. In Luke 10:25-37 (the Good Samaritan), Jesus extends the meaning of “neighbor” to refer 
to any person with whom we come in contact, not just someone who may live nearby. 

 
How can we summarize the many verses in Proverbs regarding friendships/neighbors/people  
we associate with?  

 
Trust God’s skillful lead toward being a godly friend/neighbor –  

in words and in response to offense. 
 

c. Use helpful words that build up. 
i. 24:26: Like a kiss on the lips is the one who gives an honest answer. 

 Honest (straightforward, fair and suitable to the situation) answers 
undergird good friendships. 

ii. 27:6: Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful. 
 A friend is willing to say the hard thing to build up/not destroy a friend. 

iii. A little assignment 
d. Avoid destructive words that tear down. 

i. 16:28: A perverse person spreads dissension, and a gossip separates the closest 
friends. 

 Gossip/words can divide people and destroy close friendships.  

NOBODY‘S FRIEND.   My name is Gossip. I have no respect for justice. I maim without killing. I break 
hearts and ruin lives. I am cunning and malicious and gather strength with age. The more I am 
quoted, the more I am believed. My victims are helpless. They cannot protect themselves against me 
because I have no name and no face. To track me down is impossible. The harder you try, the more 
elusive I become. I am nobody’s friend. Once I tarnish a reputation, it is never the same. I topple 
governments and wreck marriages. I ruin careers and cause sleepless nights, heartaches and 
indigestion. I make innocent people cry in their pillows. Even my name hisses. I am called Gossip. I 
make headlines and headaches.   Before you repeat a story, ask yourself: Is it true? Is it harmless? Is it 
necessary? If it isn’t, don’t repeat it. 
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ii. 26:18-19: Like a madman who shoots firebrands and deadly arrows, so is a person 
who has deceived his neighbor and said, “Was I not only joking?”  

 Biting words spoken in jest are dangerous – like giving a loaded pistol to a 
child!  

iii. 27:14: If someone blesses his neighbor with a loud voice early in the morning, it will 
be counted as a curse to him. 

 How, when, and why we say what we say is important. Insincere, ill-timed, 
loud/obnoxious, rude words are painful to receive.  

iv. This truth in the New Testament - Ephesians 4:29, “You must let no unwholesome 
word come out of your mouth, but only what is beneficial for the building up of 
the one in need, that it may give grace to those who hear.” 

e. Consider response to offense 
i. 18:19: A relative offended is harder to reach than a strong city, and disputes are like 

the barred gates of a fortified citadel. 
ii. 17:9: The one who forgives an offense seeks love, but whoever repeats a matter 

separates close friends. 
 Work toward forgiving the one who offends instead of just telling others 

how offended you are or always bringing up the grievance again and 
again. 

iii. 25:8-10: Do not go out hastily to litigation, or what will you do afterward when your 
neighbor puts you to shame? When you argue a case with your neighbor, do not 
reveal the secret of another person, lest the one who hears it put you to shame 
and your infamy will never go away. 

 Try to settle it one-on-one or you will be open to public shame.   
iv. 16:7: When a person’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, he even reconciles his 

enemies to himself. 
 A lifestyle pleasing to God disarms social hostility and has the power to 

mend relationships.  
 

C. Proverbs, Friendship and Your Story 
 

One of our 2019 Breakthrough Requests is: Father, give us faith to release Your love in us to others. 
 
1. Has God given you a story to share? Maybe an answer to this prayer of how God has enabled you to 
release His love in you to those in your relationship circle? Please share that story with us! 
 
2. Is God speaking to you about a story in the making? If so, how might God be asking you to grow in 
use of your words with others? What might your part be in reconciling strained relationships? 
 
 

____________ 

 
“The Book of Proverbs is the best manual you’ll find on people skills, because it was given to us by the 
God who made us, the God who can teach us what we need to know about human relationships, 
whether it’s marriage, the family, the neighborhood, the job, or our wider circle of friends and 
acquaintances. If we learn and practice God’s wisdom as presented in Proverbs, we’ll find ourselves 
improving in people skills and enjoying life much more.”  Dr. Thomas Constable, notes on Proverbs 

 


