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The theology of Proverbs rests on the assumption that God used wisdom to create a world that is 
ordered, knowable, and (to some extent) predictable. Therefore, the person who lives wisely, the one 
who lives skillfully lives according to the pattern that God created in the world.  
 
In this way, Proverbs works a little differently than most of the other books in the Bible. The other 
books like Exodus or the Gospel of Mark look back in time for the ways God has acted in history, then 
they talk about how we should live differently because of what God has done. This is what is called a 
“salvation historical” way of thinking. Proverbs and Wisdom literature in general are different 
because the focus is on nature and the assumption is that God has created nature with order and 
meaning and purpose. From that order and meaning and purpose, the people of God come to 
understand how we should live skillfully in God’s world. 
 
Proverbs 8:22–31 
 
Proverbs 8 is one of several passages in which Wisdom is personified as a woman calling out in the 
public square and on the street corner. She calls to all humanity and describes the benefits and 
blessings that will come to those who find her. By her, kings rule justly. Riches and honor are given to 
those who find Lady Wisdom. Then, in vv. 22–31 we get this fascinating poem about Wisdom that has 
sparked the imaginations of many generations of Bible readers: 
 

              22 “The Lord possessed me at the 
beginning of his work, the first of his acts of 
old. 
 

23 Ages ago I was set up, at the first, 
before the beginning of the earth. 

 
24 When there were no depths I 

was brought forth, when there were no 
springs abounding with water. 
 

25 Before the mountains had been 
shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth, 

 
26 before he had made the earth 

with its fields, or the first of the dust of the 
world. 

27 When he established the heavens, I was 
there; when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,  

 
28 when he made firm the skies above, when 

he established the fountains of the deep, 
 
29 when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that 

the waters might not transgress his command, when 
he marked out the foundations of the earth, 

 
             30 then I was beside him, like a master 
workman, and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before 
him always, 
 

31 rejoicing in his inhabited world and 
delighting in the children of man.” 

 

If God has brought order into His world through wisdom, then kings can bring order into kingdoms 
through God’s wisdom; if God has brought order into His world through wisdom, then individuals can 
bring order into their own lives through God’s wisdom. 
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Christ Jesus and Wisdom in the New Testament (Colossians 1:15–20) 
 
For Christian readers, it is important to see that the New Testament authors take similar ideas and 
language that Proverbs 8 uses for Wisdom and applies them to Jesus Christ. Ultimately, the New 
Testament describes Christ as the fulfillment of the personification of Lady Wisdom. E.g. John 1:1–4; 
Hebrews 1:1–4; 1 Corinthians 1:24–30; and particularly Colossians 1:15–20.  

 Just like Wisdom existed before all things, so did Christ (Col 1:17) and he is the firstborn of all 
creation (Col 1:15).  

 Just like God made the world through Wisdom in Proverbs, in Colossians God made the 
world through Christ. However, in Colossians the world is made for Christ. This kind of idea is 
never attributed to Wisdom in Proverbs 8 or the subsequent interpretations of it.  

 Finally, similarly to Wisdom representing the visual out working of God, so now Christ is the 
image of the invisible God (Col 1:15). 

 Interestingly, an ancient Jewish book called The Wisdom of Solomon—a pseudonymous book 
written between the time of the OT and NT, but not in the Bible— uses the language of 
Proverbs 8 to describe wisdom, even calling wisdom “the unspotted mirror of the power of 
God, the image of his goodness” (Wis. of Sol. 7:26). This is similar, yet significantly different 
than Paul’s description of Christ as the “image of the invisible God” (Col 1:15) and possessing all 
“fullness of God” (Col 1:19). 

 
The theology of Proverbs in biblical perspective is this: The wisdom of God has been built into the 
created order through Christ, God’s master builder. When we live wisely, when we live skillfully, we 
live in accordance with the way God has made the world. Ultimately, Christ is the fulfillment of God’s 
wisdom, embodying it to the fullest. 
 
The Proverbs Point Backward to Christ as Creator 
 
Whenever a follower of Jesus Christ discovers order, patterns, beauty, and purpose in creation, he or 
she is discovering the mind of Christ. Whenever a follower of Christ revels in and even creates order, 
beauty, and meaning in the world, it is an act of worshipping Christ. 

 Science and the fields that derive from it like engineering, medicine, and programming  
 Artists, musicians, and designers  
 Business men and women 

 
The Proverbs Point Forward to Christ as the Fulfillment of Wisdom 
 
Proverbs points forward to Christ because He is ultimately the fulfillment of the wisdom of God 
contained in human flesh. The Apostle Paul says at the end of 1 Corinthians 1 that not only did Christ 
become God’s power in place of our weakness, not only did Christ replace our unrighteousness with 
the righteousness and holiness of God, but Christ also replaced our folly and foolishness by becoming 
the Wisdom of God for us. 
 
 
 


