
PROVERBS wisdom and wealth series 

 
 
Often we separate our work, our vocations, into sacred or secular. Sacred work is seen as inherently 
spiritual and secular work isn’t. Sacred vocations are pastors and missionaries at non-profit and 
parachurch organizations. Then there are “secular” jobs that, in our minds, are less significant to God. 
These jobs and roles are simply to make money to support the real work of God.   
 
The Bible begins talking about work as soon as it talks about anything. Moses describes God’s 
creation of the world as work. In fact, Moses records the whole creation account in a regular work 
week of 7 days. And then he goes on to reveal human beings working in paradise (Tim Keller, 
Connecting Your Work to God’s Work). The toil and pain of work came about by sin, but work was 
always God’s plan from the beginning. 
 
Our work is patterned after the work of the Triune God. The Bible shows God at work “shaping, 
separating, designing, cultivating, improving, empowering, constructing, building, making, 
fashioning, crafting, beautifying, maintaining, cleaning, integrating, sustaining, speaking, 
communicating, informing, revealing, imparting, completing, welcoming, giving hospitality, healing, 
renewing, ordering and organizing” (Langer, unpublished course notes, “Theology of Work and 
Business,” 2007, p. 7). 
 
Whether you are making minimum wage or you are in charge of your company, whether you hang 
IVs as a nurse or create things in a machine shop, your vocation and calling to your place of work is 
not a mistake. You are not a secondary citizen to missionaries and pastors and non-profit directors. 
You are on the frontline of ministry, service, innovation, organization and creation to the God of 
heaven. 
 
As we come to Solomon and Proverbs, as we come to the wisest and probably wealthiest man ever 
to live, we see Solomon continue this argument from Genesis and proclaim that our work is 
profitable in itself. It’s a beautiful offering to God (Prov. 16:3, 14:23).   
 
In Proverbs, Solomon makes his case that there is no such thing as secular and sacred work. For a 
disciple of Christ it is all sacred. Everything we do is holy. We are image-bearers of a hard-working 
God who has called us to work hard in the fields where He has strategically placed us. With all this in 
mind, Solomon says: GET TO WORK!   
 
GOD WANTS US TO WORK HARD.  

Proverbs 24:30-34: 30 I went by the field of the lazy man, And by the vineyard of the man 
devoid of understanding; 31 And there it was, all overgrown with thorns; Its surface was 
covered with nettles; Its stone wall was broken down. 32 When I saw it, I considered it well; I 
looked on it and received instruction: 33 A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the 
hands to rest; 34 So shall your poverty come like a prowler, And your need like an armed man. 

 
Proverbs 10:26: “Like vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so are the lazy to their 
employers.” 
 

Like any other hard-working person, God has a hard time with laziness. Not just because it is 
dishonorable, but because we are not fulfilling our calling to work. Ultimately I’m not working 
because I always like my company or my supervisor. I work as a love offering to my hard-working God 
who has made me in His image. Paul says that whatever you do, you should do it heartily and with 
enthusiasm, because you are not employed by your boss, you are employed by God (Col. 3:23-24).  
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GOD WANTS US TO WORK WITH INTEGRITY. 
 

Proverbs 6:16-19: 16 There are six things that the LORD hates, even seven things that are an 
abomination to him: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a 
heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift to run to evil, 19 a false witness who pours 
out lies, and a person who spreads discord among family members. 

 
Money should not be gained at the expense of truth, justice or at the expense of others.  
 

Proverbs 20:17 says, “Bread obtained by falsehood is sweet to a man, but afterward his mouth 
will be filled with gravel.” Proverbs 16:8: “Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than 
great income with injustice.” Proverbs 22:22: “Do not rob the poor because he is poor, or crush 
the afflicted at the gate.” 

  
GOD WANTS US TO WORK AND GAIN INCOME ONE STEP AT A TIME. 
 

Proverbs 13:11 says, “Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will 
increase it.” Proverbs 21:5 says, “The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, but 
everyone who is hasty comes surely to poverty.”  

 
Have you ever heard the phrase, “It’s an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!” or “You can’t miss!” or “Get in 
on the ground floor!” Our laziness and greed incline us to want to get rich quickly and easily. This is 
not how God designed it. Greed and laziness cause us to overreach and lose what we have in the 
hopes of gaining more than we should expect. The work that God has for us isn’t short-cuts and 
quick wins, but will always involve toil and time. Money should not be sought without toil or hard 
work, or without an investment of our time. Money obtained too easily or quickly will always have a 
cost.  
 
This leads right into one of Solomon’s favorite topics in Proverbs - debt. Even 3,000 years ago, 
humans believed that they deserved more than their income allowed. You want to be a slave, 
Solomon asks, then go into debt. Proverbs 22:7, “The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is 
slave to the lender.” Debt enslaves; it limits freedom. Solomon also says - don’t be a surety or co-
signer (6:1, 11:15, 17:18, 20:16). Don’t take on your own debt and don’t take on other people’s debt, either.  
 
 
 

 
Jesus will finish the job. 

 
For a disciple of Jesus Christ, there is no such thing as secular work. It is all sacred and precious to 
God. It all matters to Him. It all reflects a hard-working God who has led us in innovation and creation 
and organization. He has led us in beautification, construction, ordering and renewal. We all have 
been ordained and appointed by God in service to Him to do the same 
 
On your best days, your work is only partially successful in bringing about order and beauty and 
justice and peace. But what you desperately seek in your profession - the beauty, harmony, justice, 
maturity, community and organization - will eventually come to fruition.  
 
Work with satisfaction and joy. Don’t get puffed up by success or devastated by setbacks, because 
there really is a New Jerusalem, a heavenly city that will come down to earth like a bride dressed for 
her husband (Rev. 21-22). Jesus will come and finish fully and completely the projects that you have 
started for Him! 

 
Work hard!  

Work with integrity!  
Faithfully put one foot in front of the other!  

 
The day is coming when your imperfect efforts will be perfected, where your dreams will be realized, 
and the God of the universe will come alongside of you and finish the job. 
 


