
TRUST WISDOM series 

 
 
There are two types of people: 1) those who have money, and 2) those who don’t have money. 
 
For those who have money, you typically have to address the love of it, the stewardship of it and how 
deceptive it is in making us feel autonomous and self-sufficient. For those who don’t have money, 
you typically have to address the fantasies of what money can bring and what it can’t bring. You have 
to address the idea that success and meaning is equal to the money we have in our bank accounts 
and our earning power. 
 
Israel’s culture during Solomon’s reign was permeated with the idea that the rich were wealthy 
because they were more worthy. Spirituality could be quickly determined by looking at someone’s 
wealth and affluence. But the wisdom of Solomon in Proverbs has none of that.  
 
And in very counter-culture statements, Solomon answers three questions: (Bob Deffenbaugh’s 
notes on wealth in bible.org was a huge help on these questions): 
 

What is more important  
than money? 

What can money  
   not do? 

What does money  
   usually do? 

Proverbs 19:22: “What is 
desirable in a man is his 
kindness, and it is better to be 
a poor man than a liar.” 
 
Honesty and kindness are 
better than money. 

Money can buy things that are for 
sale, but the things your heart 
wants the most are not for sale. 
Joy, love, marriage, clear con-
science, freedom from worry - 
none of these things is for sale.  

Proverbs 19:4: “Wealth adds 
many friends, But a poor man 
is separated from his friend.”  
Proverbs 19:6: “Many will 
entreat the favor of a 
generous man, And every man 
is a friend to him who gives 
gifts.”  
 
Money adds friends, while 
poverty removes them. 

Proverbs 16:8: “Better is a little 
with righteousness, than great 
income with injustice.”  
Proverbs 19:1: “Better is a poor 
man who walks in his 
integrity, than he who is 
perverse in speech and is a 
fool.”  
Proverbs 22:1: “A good name is 
to be more desired than great 
riches, Favor is better than 
silver and gold.” 
 
What people think when  
they hear your name (your  
integrity) is far better than 
great riches, silver and gold.  

Proverbs 18:11: “A rich man’s 
wealth is his strong city, And like a 
high wall in his own imagination.”  
Proverbs 23:4-5: “Do not weary 
yourself to gain wealth, Cease 
from your consideration of it. 
When you set your eyes on it, it is 
gone. For wealth certainly makes 
itself wings, Like an eagle that 
flies toward the heavens.”  
 
Money simply cannot purchase 
security, for security cannot be 
bought. There are those who 
deceive themselves by thinking 
that wealth offers them security, 
but this is only imaginary, 
Solomon says.  

Proverbs 18:11: “A rich man’s 
wealth is his strong city, And 
like a high wall in his own 
imagination.”  
 
Money tends to give the rich a 
false sense of security and 
well-being.  
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Proverbs 15:17: “Better is a dish 
of vegetables where love is, 
than a fattened ox and hatred 
with it.”  
Proverbs 17:1: “Better is a dry 
morsel and quietness with it, 
than a house full of feasting 
with strife.”  
 
Countless homes and families 
are sacrificed often on the 
pretext of providing for the 
family. Proverbs instructs us 
that it is much more 
important to have a home 
filled with love and harmony 
than one that is filled with 
money.   

Proverbs 17:16: “Why is there a 
price in the hand of a fool to buy 
wisdom, When he has no sense?”  
 
Proverbs 23:4-5: “Do not weary 
yourself to gain wealth, Cease 
from your consideration of it. 
When you set your eyes on it, it is 
gone. For wealth certainly makes 
itself wings, Like an eagle that 
flies toward the heavens.” 
 
Proverbs 28:22: “A man with an 
evil eye hastens after wealth, And 
does not know that want will 
come upon him.” 

Proverbs 28:11: “The rich man is 
wise in his own eyes, But the 
poor who has under-standing 
sees through him.”  
Proverbs 30:8-9”: A very godly 
man named Agur said, “Give 
me neither poverty nor riches - 
Feed me with the food allotted 
to me; 9 Lest I be full and deny 
You, And say, "Who is the 
LORD?" Or lest I be poor and 
steal, And profane the name 
of my God.” 
 
The reality of life is that the 
poor man who wonders where 
his next meal is coming from is 
more attuned to spiritual 
things than is the rich, who 
seemingly has no worry of 
such things.  

Proverbs 8:10-11: “Take my 
instruction, and not silver, and 
knowledge rather than 
choicest gold. For wisdom is 
better than jewels; And all 
desirable things cannot 
compare with her.” 
 
Proverbs 16:16: “How much 
better it is to get wisdom  
than gold, And to get under-
standing is to be chosen 
above silver.” 
 
Wisdom is better than wealth.  

Proverbs 11:4: “Riches do not profit 
in the day of wrath, But 
righteous-ness delivers from 
death.” 
Proverbs 11:6: “The righteousness 
of the upright will deliver them, 
But the treacherous will be 
caught by their own greed.”  
Proverbs 11:28: “He who trusts in 
his riches will fall, But the 
righteous will flourish like the 
green leaf.”  
 
God’s grace is never obtained by 
any contribution from man. 
Salvation cannot be bought with 
money; it often produces the sin 
of self-sufficiency that keeps us 
from the grace that we 
desperately need.   

 
 
Between the most famous statements on stewardship in Scripture - 1) where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also and 2) you can’t serve two masters - Jesus says beware of your “evil eye” (Matt. 
6:21-24).  
 
We think the “evil eye” is a look someone gives us when they don’t like us, or that it’s what happens 
when our mother sees us misbehaving. Proverbs and Jesus say that there is another “evil eye”, and 
this “evil eye” lusts. What does it lust for? It lusts for the things that money can buy. 
 
That “evil eye”, that jealous, competing and comparing heart isn’t going to get you anywhere. Paul 
says that there is a secret and it’s the secret of contentment: “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).  
 
Thankful hearts that have been changed by the power of the Holy Spirit can come home from 
whatever job God has given them and know who they are. They have nothing to prove and they have 
found God’s unfolding plans and they want to play their role well.  
 
 


