
 

 

TRUST WISDOM a study in proverbs 

 
When we were kids, we lived differently. We made promises to each other we would never make today. 
We would say things to each other we would never say today like, “You are my best friend!” After we played 
hard all day, we would lay on the grass and stare into the sky and clouds and share our 10-year old hearts 
with each other.  
 
 Together, we would go deeper into the woods and unexplored neighborhoods.  
 Together, the bullies at school seemed less significant.  
 Together, the challenges of life and family seemed less daunting.  
 
When we were kids, we didn’t know any better; we risked trusting each other. Something happened over 
the decades; trust and vulnerability began to dissolve. What didn’t disappear was our need for relationship 
with one another. In our hearts we ask, “What happened? Why am I alone and unknown? What happened 
to my ability to trust people?” 
 
Jesus has never stopped wishing this for us—vulnerable, life-giving relationships. You might think it’s too 
late for you. It’s not too late, but there is no way around the risk. But here’s the secret: Jesus knows others 
who want it too and might even risk it.  
 
 

In God’s beautiful and complicated plan,  
He chooses imperfect friends to love us with His perfect love. 

 
 
What does biblical friendship involve? As I survey the Book of Proverbs that we have been in this year, I see 
two main characteristics: 1) sustaining commitment and 2) protective love.  
 

Proverbs 12:26: “The righteous should choose friends carefully, for the way of the wicked 
leads them astray.” 

Proverbs 27:10a: “Do not forsake your own friend or your father’s friend.”  
Proverbs 17:17: “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”  

 
I think we give up on people too quickly. I think people give up on us too quickly. Biblical friendships are 
made of stronger stuff. Christ wants a sustaining commitment to one another. Adversity causes the 
relational cream in our life to rise to the top. There are people in your life who have become permanent 
fixtures when adversity comes your way. It’s the familiar voice you hear when you are coming out of 
anesthesia. It’s the person who drops off a meal when they know you are too exhausted to make one. 

Proverbs 17:9: “He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a matter 
separates friends.” 

Some cover-ups are lies and some cover-ups are love. How do you know the difference? It depends on 
who’s doing the covering. Paul says in Romans 4:7-8, "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin."  
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God covered our sin on the cross so that he could “cast all our sins into the depths of the sea” (Micah 
7:19) and “remember [our] sins no more” (Hebrews 8:12). Because of this our love must not be “self-
seeking or easily angered, we keep no records of wrong” (1 Cor. 13:5). Because of  this Christ’s love in us 
“covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8).  
 

Proverbs 27:9: “Ointment and perfume delight the heart, and the sweetness of a man’s 
friend gives delight by hearty counsel.” 

Proverbs 27:6: “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy              
are deceitful.” 

 
Kisses aren’t always what they seem and neither are those painful wounds or bruises. Proverbs says  
that “wounds” can come from a friend. We need friends to speak with brutal honesty (Matthew 18:15) 
and tender compassion (Galatians 6:1), telling us the truth about ourselves even when we don’t want 
to hear it (Ephesians 4:15). 
 
When was the last time a trusted friend was allowed into your life to wound you? Why do we need 
these wounds?  
 

Proverbs 27:17: “As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance                        
of his friend.” 

 
Iron cutting tools are made bright, and sharp, and fit for use by rubbing them against the file or some 
other iron. Without other iron, we stand alone and become dull and inactive. All of us need balance and 
perspective and correction. If you do not have trusted counselors who are willing to wound you from time 
to time, you are dangerous to yourself, to your family, to this church.  

Proverbs 18:24: “A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend 
who sticks closer than a brother.”  

Father, please give us faith to release Your love in us to others. 
 
In God’s beautiful and complicated plan, He chooses imperfect friends to love us with His perfect love. He 
also has called us, in all of our imperfections, to love others with His perfect love. 
 
Three weeks ago we wrote down three people we committed to pray for over the course of six months:   
 
1) 
 
2) 
 
3) 
 
What kind of sustaining commitment and protective love do these people need? What small role can you 
play in their lives to demonstrate friendship with Jesus makes all the difference?   
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