
 
ADVENT hope peace joy love 

 
2000 years ago Jesus put on the rags of a prisoner and entered the horrors of a sin stained world. In Jesus’ 
own words, he came “to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind. To set at liberty those who are oppressed” (Isaiah 61:1, Luke 4:18). 
 
Baby Jesus entered into a world that had become imprisoned and enslaved to lust, greed and sin. 
Humanity had poisoned their own wells, sawed off the tree limb that they so confidently climbed onto. 
Darkness descended and thorns grew and sin deformed how we viewed ourselves.   
 
If we can take away all the layers we put up to convince people into thinking that we are important or 
special or significant, we are left with some deep rooted insecurities, shame and fear.  
 
The first part of Hebrews 2 asks an important question. It’s the same question that David asked 1000 years 
before in Psalm 8. It’s probably the same question that circulates in your own heart today: What is man 
that You are so mindful of him?  
 
Why are You so invested in us? Why are we so valuable to You? Why do You believe in us?” 
 
According to Hebrews 2:5-10, Jesus came on Christmas to resurrect our glory and dignity. The rest of the 
chapter explains that He is not ashamed to call us His brother or sister and place us firmly in the family of 
God (2:11-13). Not only has He destroyed Satan’s exploitation of death (2:14-15), but He is our faithful and 
merciful High Priest that advocates for us (2:17-18).   

11 For indeed he who makes holy and those being made holy all have the same origin, 
and so he is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12 saying, "I will proclaim 
your name to my brothers; in the midst of the assembly I will praise you." 13 Again he 

says, "I will be confident in him," and again, "Here I am, with the children God has given 
me." (Hebrews 2:11-13) 

The writer of Hebrews quotes from Psalm 22, which highlights the great suffering that was required to 
secure our place in the family of God. God the Father has entrusted God the Son, the Redeemer, with these 
children. We are accepted in the beloved! We are His children; He is our Father!  
 
We are not a second or third distant cousin that Jesus is trying to avoid at Christmas. Jesus isn’t saying, “Oh 
man, here he comes. Why is he talking to me? Oh, I can’t believe I am related to his guy!”  Jesus finds no 
shame in calling you his brother or sister. 

14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, he likewise shared in their 
humanity, so that through death he could destroy the one who holds the power of 

death (that is, the devil), 15 and set free those who were held in slavery all their lives by 
their fear of death. (Hebrews 2:14-15) 

This is the story of Christmas. You and I have sinned against a Holy God and owe an infinite debt. 
Infinite debt requires an infinite sacrifice. Our sins couldn’t be punished in Jesus until He had bones, 
muscles, veins and arteries. This is the picture of love and His incarnation.  
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This was the only way Jesus could free us from the concentration camp of slavery and the fear of 
death. Satan exploits humanities fear of death to the fullest. Our fear of death enslaves us into a dream 
world of denial or escapism or narcotic numbness.  
 
Those chains of fear are not ours anymore. We are no longer in bondage over our fear of death. Because of 
Christ’s incarnation, we can say with Paul at the end of 1 Cor. 15:54-55, "Death has been swallowed up in 
victory. Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"  
 
Verse 16 of Hebrews says, “For surely his concern is not for angels, but he is concerned for Abraham's 
descendants.” The recipients of Hebrews were both physical and spiritual descendants of Abraham. 
Galatians 3:29 says that if we belong to Christ, we are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to the 
promise. We are not heirs to the physical promises to Israel, but to all the spiritual promises.  

17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 
could become a merciful and faithful high priest in things relating to God, to make 
atonement for the sins of the people. 18 For since He himself suffered when he was 

tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted. (Hebrews 2:17-18)  

"Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel" 
(Matthew 1:23).  What does Immanuel mean? It means God is with us!   
 
In what sense is “God with me?” The writer of Hebrews says - let me tell you what this means that God is 
with us. There are two adjectives that describe our High Priest who is with us: merciful and faithful. He 
knows the pressures, the pain, and the temptation of this life. When we go to Him, we don’t see the vacant 
eyes of a distant and detached God. Instead, this is the place we go with confidence, boldly, to obtain 
mercy and grace in our time of need (Hebrews 4:16).  

 
 

THE WORLD SAYS: 
 

 
JESUS SAYS: 

 
You earn your glory and dignity. 

 

 
I have suffered death to resurrect you glory and 

dignity.  
 

You don’t belong; you don’t fit! 
 

 
I am not ashamed to call you my brother and sister 

and place you firmly in the family of God. 
 

All you have is this life! 
 

 
I have destroyed Satan’s exploitation of death. 

 
You are alone in this! 

 

 
I am your High Priest who faithfully and mercifully 

advocates for you.  
 
 


