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The Advantage 

John 16:1-15/#theheartofJesus 

But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I am going away. For if I do not go away,  

the Advocate will not come to you, but if I go, I will send him to you. (John 16:7) 

 

In the Upper Room Discourse, Jesus has some hard statements about where we are as Christians in relationship to this 

inner circle of the world. Jesus says that we are exactly where He is -- on the outside. Jesus uses very emphatic terms to 

describe our relationship to the world. He says that the world hates us. 

 

Beginning in chapter 16 Jesus explains to His disciples what is going to happen when they land behind enemy lines. 

They are going to put you out of the synagogue and there will be a time when the people who want to kill you will think 

it is a service to God. They do these things because they don’t know the Father and they don’t know me who the Father 

has sent. (John 16:1-4) 

 

In chapter 16 Jesus tells his beloved disciples that it is to their advantage that He goes away. If Jesus does not go away, 

He can’t give them the amazing gift of the Advocate. In this section, Jesus is calling us to: 
  
 

 

Trust the Spirit who has come to be our advantage,  

set the record straight about Jesus, and guide us into all truth.  
 
 

 

"I have told you all these things so that you will not fall away.2 They will put you out of the synagogue, yet a time is 

coming when the one who kills you will think he is offering service to God. 3 They will do these things because they have 

not known the Father or me. 4 But I have told you these things so that when their time comes, you will remember that I 

told you about them. "I did not tell you these things from the beginning because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to 

the one who sent me, and not one of you is asking me, 'Where are you going?' 6 Instead your hearts are filled with 

sadness because I have said these things to you. 7 But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I am going away. 

For if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you, but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when he comes, he 

will prove the world wrong concerning sin and righteousness and judgment– 9 concerning sin, because they do not 

believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11 and 

concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 12 "I have many more things to say to you, 

but you cannot bear them now. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. For he will not 

speak on his own authority, but will speak whatever he hears, and will tell you what is to come. 14 He will glorify me, 

because he will receive from me what is mine and will tell it to you. 15 Everything that the Father has is mine; that is 

why I said the Spirit will receive from me what is mine and will tell it to you. (16:1-15) 
 

The disciples were absorbed in the loss of all that Jesus is explaining, and Jesus says they aren’t asking very thoughtful 

questions. They are asking self-preservation questions and not the question that really matters. Jesus asks them why they 

aren’t asking Him, “Where are you going?” Why is this a significant question? Jesus’ destination back to God the 

Father (John 14:12) as the victorious resurrected Savior of the world is the key that unlocks “every spiritual blessing in 

the heavenly places.” (Eph 1:3) 

 

It is of utmost importance that Jesus goes away, because this gift of the Holy Spirit will fulfill all of the Prophet’s 

dreams and hopes and will be the greatest of advantages. Jesus has such a high view of the Holy Spirit, much higher 

than we do. Jesus says that it is better to be alive now, after the coming of the Spirit. Before the coming ministry of the 

Holy Spirit, millions ignored the claims of the true God. Pentecost (Acts 2) transformed that limitation and millions 

have been brought to the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ because of the Advocate. Paul says the Spirit has brought life 

and peace. (Rom. 8:6) 

 

It feels like we are in a stage of salvation history where justice is deferred. And it feels like it continues to be deferred 

indefinitely. In the words of Solomon -- in the place of justice, you see wickedness. In the place of fairness, there was 

wickedness. But God is the judge of both the righteous and the wicked. (Eccl. 3:16-17) Justice and vindication are huge 

Jewish expectations. 

It’s no surprise this section is filled with themes of justice and vindication for the Son of God. It’s as if Jesus introduces 

the Holy Spirit as an advocate in a lawsuit. The Spirit will prove the world culpable before God the Father and God the 

Son whom He has sent. Jesus wants His disciples to take heart in the lawsuit in which they find themselves. As they 

enter into this world under trial because of their relationship to Christ, the Spirit will prove that the world is in the 

wrong on three counts.  



 

 John 16:8-11—Spirit’s testimony of Christ  

First, the spirit will 

demonstrate that the world is 

wrong in relation to sin. In 

other words, the world is 

guilty of sin.  

 

Painful scenes of rejection 

of Jesus in the Gospel of 

John reveal the hearts of the 

Jewish leaders.   

 

Jesus insists that this is 

because they are bent on sin. 

(John 8:34, 44)  

 

Second, the spirit will demonstrate that the 

world is wrong in relation to justice. The 

world thinks it has justice on its side, but 

Jesus assures us of His vindication when He 

says, “I am going to the Father and you will 

see me no longer.”  

 

If it is justice you want, we already know the 

verdict: God has decided in favor of Jesus as 

the righteous one (Carson, John). Jesus’ 

resurrection and ascension is proof that He is 

the righteous One, perfect Israel. Not only 

that, but the One who did not know sin 

became sin for us, so that in him we would 

become the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 

5:21). Jesus, righteousness will be shared with 

each and every one of us who believes.  

Third, the spirit will demonstrate that 

the world is wrong in relation to 

judgment. This world thinks it can and 

should pass condemnation on Jesus’ 

followers, but the events which are 

about to unfold (death and 

resurrection) indicate decisively that 

they are wrong (NT Wright, John).  

 

Not only that, but Satan is a beaten foe 

(Rev. 12:5, 7-12). The writer of 

Hebrews says that Christ came so that 

through death he could destroy the one 

who holds the power of death (that is 

the devil), and set free those who were 

held in slavery all their lives by their 

fear of death (Heb. 2:14b-15).  

 

In verses 12-15 Jesus proclaims that the Spirit points to the Son as the Son points to the Father. The Spirit’s role is to 

glorify the Son. The Spirit takes what is true about Jesus and declares it to Apostles. Mutual union between the Father 

and the Son is extended to the Spirit.  

 

All the truth necessary for the church will be supplied by the Spirit. Through the Spirit the Apostles will write down the 

words of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:16-21, John 21:24-25). In the upper room, things are still very confusing for 

the Apostles, but when the Spirit comes, everything changes. They become such clear presenters of Jesus (Acts 4:1-13, 

etc). 

 

 

 

 

 

Who to trust and who not to trust? 

 
 

The Spirit Our “Flesh” 

Trustworthy Not trustworthy 

Uncomfortable Comfortable and predictable 

Guides us into all truth Built on a throne of lies 

 

 

Jesus is telling us this morning: Your own strength will no more help you to stand upright than propping yourself up on 

a popsicle stick. Distrust the instincts of your past. Distrust all of your survival skills before Christ. 

 

Jesus says that He has something else for each of us: Trust the Spirit who has come to be your advantage, set the record 

straight about Jesus and guide you into all truth. He is in you and He is trustworthy. 


