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Let’s say God let you go back to when you were 18 years old and He gave you the opportunity to 
share with your 18 year old self one piece of advice or caution or instruction. What would it be?  

We automatically go to the major pitfalls of our life and wonder what life would be like if we hadn’t 
married this person or hadn’t taken this path in college/career or were raised by less dysfunctional 
parents. Most of the things that come to us are specific, one-off events or situations that we think 
have precariously positioned our lives. Solomon says that life is not ultimately about a single choice 
to avoid or one point in time. If we hadn’t made those mistakes, we would have made other mis-
takes. Life is about something else. 

The life that God offers in Proverbs is a life of openness, trust and humility, one ready to receive and 
respond to whatever the Lord has chosen to give us. Everything our hearts truly desire, every joy in 
life, every satisfying pleasure flows from the wisdom and heart of God who gives it generously to 
those who value it above everything else. 

Proverbs 3: 13 Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who obtains understanding. For 
her ben   efit is more profitable than silver, and her gain is better than gold. 14 She is more pre-
cious than rubies, and none of the things you desire can compare with her.

Solomon says he hasan investment that will not fail you or fail your family! It is a sure thing. The one 
who keeps trading for wisdom will discover that nothing compares to her. Don’t undervalue wis-
dom. God’s wisdom is more profitable, a better investment, than silver, gold or rubies.

Proverbs 3: 16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 17 Her ways are 
very pleasant, and all her paths are peaceful 18 She is like a tree of life to those who obtain her, 
and everyone who grasps hold of her will be blessed.

Wisdom is personified as a woman, giving away blessing with both hands. In her right hand is long 
life and in her left is honor and wealth. The world is pedaling sad substitutes; wisdom is offering 
ways that are pleasant and peaceful and bring blessing. In Genesis 1 & 2, the tree of life bore the 
fruit of the immortal, intimate life with the Creator (Gen 1-2). Proverbs says you can regain that ex-
perience of walking with Him in the cool of the day (11:30, 13:12, 15:4). 

Proverbs 3: 19 By wisdom the LORD laid the foundation of the earth; he established the heavens 
by understanding. 20 By his knowledge the primordial sea was broken open, and the clouds drip 
down dew.

If God needed wisdom to create the universe, surely His people need wisdom. Earth and heaven 
were created by God’s wisdom. 

In Job 28, Job asks where wisdom can be found. It is not found in mankind; it’s not found in the 
land of the living.14 The deep says, ‘It is not with me.’ And the sea says, ‘It is not with me.’ 15 Fine 
gold cannot be given in exchange for it, nor can its price be weighed out in silver…21 For it has 
been hidden from the eyes of every living creature, and from the birds of the sky it has been con-
cealed. 22 Destruction and Death say, ‘With our ears we have heard a rumor about where it can 
be found.’ Job says, 23 God understands the way to it, and He alone knows its place. And he said 
to mankind, ‘The fear of the LORD – that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.’” 
(Job 28:12-15, 21-23)



Proverbs 3: 21 My child, do not let them escape from your sight; safeguard sound wisdom and 
discretion. 22 So they will give life to you, and grace to adorn your neck. 23 Then you will walk on 
your way with security, and you will not stumble. 24 When you lie down you will not be filled with 
fear; when you lie down your sleep will be pleasant. 25 You will not be afraid of sudden disaster, or 
when destruction overtakes the wicked; 26 for the LORD will be the source of your confidence, and 
he will guard your foot from being caught in a trap.

Solomon says the goal is “discretion” (mezimma, 30:32) and “sound wisdom“ (tusiyah, 2:7). When 
the world and all her pleasures try to seduce us, we have the inner power to navigate what is front 
of us. We can anticipate and traverse through the traps and the ensnarements.

Solomon says there is a lot to lose -- life, safety, peaceful sleep, courage and confidence. Ultimately 
the Lord is our confidence and the guardian of our safety. Solomon now points out a strategic area 
where we need to exercise this sound judgment and discretion: 

Proverbs 3: 27 Do not withhold good from those who need it, when you have the ability to help. 28 
Do not say to your neighbor, “Go! Return tomorrow and I will give it,” when you have it with you at 
the time. 29 Do not plot evil against your neighbor when he dwells by you unsuspectingly. 30 Do 
not accuse anyone without legitimate cause, if he has not treated you wrongly.

Wise people treat their neighbors unselfishly. Wise people are attentive to the needs of the neigh-
borhood and pay debts quickly and do not accuse or plot evil. 

Proverbs 3: 31 Do not envy a violent man, and do not choose to imitate any of his ways; 32 for 
one who goes astray is an abomination to the LORD, but he reveals his intimate counsel to the 
upright. 33 The LORD’s curse is on the household of the wicked, but he blesses the home of the 
righteous. 34 Although he is scornful to arrogant scoffers, yet he shows favor to the humble. 35 The 
wise inherit honor, but he holds fools up to public contempt.

These last 5 verses deal with the issue of why fools and mockers seem to be prospering in this 
world. God has not finished writing anyone’s story and the God of justice will fulfill His justice. The 
violent and godless at times seem to have material blessing, but Solomon says not to act on this 
surface impression. That path is not sustainable and God will finally judge. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our Response

God’s plan isn’t to take away the pain of life. He hasn’t done it so far and I don’t think He will. His 
goal is to conform us to the image of His Son, Jesus Christ. As we trust Him, God is the only one 
who can secure the outcomes He wants us to experience.  

The humble path of wisdom is abandoning the outcomes of our lives to God.

Our huge part in this is to pursue a humble and eager posture in seeking his wisdom and heart for 
our lives. Solomon says God “shows favor to the humble”. Everything our hearts truly desire, every 
joy in life, every satisfying pleasure flows from the wisdom God gives to those who walk with Him.


