
TRUST \tVISDOM o study in proverbs 

WISDOM'S CAil.iL 
PROVERBS 1:20-33 

DAVID ANDERSON I SEPTEMBER 16, 2018 

In the Gospels Jesus speaks of those who have "ears to hear" (Matt 11:15, Mark 4:9, 23). Who is he or 

she "who has ears to hear"? In the parable of sower (Mark 4) some hear the Word, but it doesn't 

take root because the seduction of this world's pleasure and comfort overcomes them. Some reject 

the Word because of trials and persecution. Others hear the Word and open their hearts to the life 

giving Word of God and they bear fruit. 

In Proverbs l Solomon raises the same concern. Solomon's concern is our capacity to hear. Whose 

voice does Solomon want us to hear? It's Lady Wisdom's, of course, and she isn't hiding; it's God's 

hokma and it's available to all. Solomon says, "Wisdom calls out in the street, she shouts loudly in 

the plazas; at the head of the noisy streets she calls, in the entrances of the gates in the city she 

utters her words" (l:20-21). 

But I don't hear her! Yes, you do! 

· She speaks every time you open Cod's Word and worship the Savior.

· She speaks to you in comments f rom people in your HUB group and discipleship relationships.

· She speaks through your children when they ask, "What's wrong, Mom?" or "Why are you

always quiet, Dad?"

• She speaks when you open your eyes and see through the lives of others where the trajectory

of your life is leading you.
• She speaks through the empty and unfulfilling life choices of your past.

Lady Wisdom is speaking. Solomon's question is, "Are we listening?" She urges us to engage in life 

with purpose, taking her along wherever we go. The picture that Solomon paints is the ample 

opportunity and availability of wisdom to grow us, challenge us and transform us. 

Lady Wisdom says, "If only you will respond to my rebuke, then I will pour out my thoughts to you 

and I will make my words known to you" (23). The idea is that of an uncontrollable, gushing stream 

(Pr. 18:4, Matt 12:34) that is always available. Lady Wisdom's question is, "How long will you simple

tons love naivete? How long will mockers delight in mockery and fools hate knowledge?" (vs. 22) 

The main characters of Proverbs: 

The Simple (pethi) are empty vessels ready to be filled and are easily influenced and manipulated. 

The Fool (kesil, ewil, nabal) says, "Left to myself I can be successful on my own." He or she chooses 

against God and His character, is hard-headed and hates knowledge. 

The Scoffers (lesim) have been hardened by sin and foolishness. Not only do they not learn from 

their mistakes but they defend their mistakes and are committed to their mistakes. 

It's troubling how cruel Lady Wisdom seems to be in this next section. Bruce Waltke said, "Truth 

has a harsh edge and wisdom doesn't seek to dull it." Solomon now describes the devastating 

consequences of spurning the call of Lady Wisdom and the results are harsh. lf we are blinded by 



ignorance or arrogance, Solomon describes the tragic consequences: 

24 However, because I called but you refused to listen, because I stretched out my hand but no one 

paid attention, 25 because you neglected all my advice, and did not comply with my rebuke, 26 so I 

myself will laugh when disaster strikes you, I will mock when what you dread comes, 27 when what 

you dread comes like a whirlwind, and disaster strikes you like a devastating storm, when distress

ing trouble comes on you. 28 Then they will call to me, but I will not answer; they will diligently seek 

me, but they will not f ind me. 29 Because they hated moral knowledge, and did not choose to fear 

the LORD, 30 they did not comply with my advice, they spurned all my rebuke. 31 Therefore they 

will eat from the fruit of their way, and they will be stuffed full of their own counsel. (Pr 1:24-31) 

Solomon said they had not listened to the right voice and had not chosen to fear the Lord. As a 

result, they would eat from the f ruit of their way because they were stuffed full of their own 

opinions. They had ignored the "guardrails" of God's loving provision and protection. A wise man 

learns from the experiences of others. Many men learn from their own experiences, but a fool 

learns from nobody's experience. 

For the waywardness of the simpletons will kill them, and the careless ease of fools will destroy 

them. 33 But the one who listens to me will live in security, and will be at ease from the dread of 

harm. (Pr. 1:32-33) 

Solomon says to not despise the discipline of your heavenly Father. He disciplines those He loves; 

it's a sign that He delights in you (Pr. 3:11-12). God's discipline and the natural consequences of the 

world He created are powerful demonstrations of God's persistent and protective love. His inner 

promptings are designed to protect us and to communicate, "My child, I love you and what you are 

doing is wrong! Change direction because this direction is going to lead to a whole lot of pain.ff 

Growing up as a disciple of Christ is being able to connect life's decisions with life's consequences. 

"Repentance" is a glorious gift of grace that our God has lovingly imparted to us, His children. 

Repentance is when we turn to God in abandoned trust proclaiming, "I can't deal with my sin and I 

am putting all the weight of my sin on the redemptive power and blood of Christ." 

This year, the image we have chosen for our study in Proverbs is an iceberg. An iceberg is mostly 

hidden, under the surface. So are our hearts. As we trust the loving plan and wisdom of God, he will 

identify and challenge these deep-rooted struggles. His heart is to heal and transform us. 

Is it possible that God is sending you messages that you are ignoring or hardened to or can't pick 

up because of the state of your heart? What has the Holy Spirit been targeting recently in your life? 

Where does He want to heal? 

Let's begin with the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). Circle one of the fruits of the Spirit that He may 

be addressing in your life: 

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness & Self-control 

Lady Wisdom is holding out her hand to you this morning. She says, "If only you will respond to my 

rebuke, then I will pour out my thoughts to you and I will make my words known to you" (23). God's 

love and gracious wisdom is available and waiting for all who would partake. 


