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Accounts Receivable 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may have an abundance for every good work. (2 Cor. 9:8) 

 
Have you ever asked yourself these simple questions: Why has God provided for me? What is God’s 
vision for my finances? What has God called me to do with my money? The Apostle Paul answers 
these questions for a group of Christians who were just like us. Like us they were living in a 
commercial, materialistic, sensual society. Like us they were impressed with the wealthy, powerful, 
and strong. Like us the culture was having its way with their money, values, and priorities.  
 
These Christians had made a financial commitment in the excitement of their new faith in Christ       
(1 Cor. 16:1-3). Some time had passed and their financial promises weren’t looking so good after all. A 
recession had hit, money had not come in as planned. There were unexpected expenses, change of 
heart and priorities, and on top of it all there were some false teachers questioning the integrity of 
Paul and his fundraising desire. Was this money really going to be used for the poor in Jerusalem? 
 
More than any other of Paul’s epistles, His words are soaked in love. They are personal and intimate.  
Paul is concerned about false teachers claiming to be apostles and distracting these new Christians. 
He reminds these dear friends that it was their prior willingness to give that stirred the poor 
Macedonian churches to overflow in generosity (2 Cor. 8:1-3). Paul is sensing their desire to give has 
been trumped by the cares of the world. In this section of Scripture we are going to study today, 
Paul explains God’s vision for our finances.  
  

 
God provides so that we joyfully and generously give it away!  

(2 Cor. 9:6-11)   
 

 
Principle: 6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.  
 
This is how God works - He is the God of multiplication. We see this so clearly in farming. Any farmer 
knows that the harvest is completely dependent on the amount sown. You sow sparingly, you reap 
sparingly. You sow bountifully, you reap bountifully. Paul reiterates in just a few verses that it is God 
who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food and multiplies the seed sown (vs. 10). Yes there is 
a bountiful spiritual harvest that Paul will describe, but there is also material, physical provision that 
is given to those who sow bountifully. The provision may not come immediately or as you anticipate. 
It might not be on your timetable, but stewards see God’s physical provision, supply, and blessing. 
This provision is for a distinct reason as we will see in verse 8. 
 
Command: 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  
 
You notice Paul doesn’t tell them amount. Paul does something harder. He wants the Holy Spirit in 
us directing us: “Let each one give as he purposes in his heart.” God is more preoccupied with our 
heart. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) How do you 
“manufacture” a cheerful heart? You can’t! Your money is always a sign of where your heart is. 
Corinthians had become rather attached to the money they had promised to the poor in Jerusalem. 
Paul knew it. At some point between when they promised the gifts and the day Paul was writing 
this letter, they had lost their joy in giving the gift. 
  
God’s Provision: 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all 
sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 9 As it is written: “He has 
dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever.” 10 Now may He who 
supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and 
increase the fruits of your righteousness, 11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, 
which causes thanksgiving through us to God.  
 



God is not preoccupied with your wealth as this world describes it; He is preoccupied with your 
wealth for every good work! He has prepared good works for us to walk in (Ephesians 2:10) and He 
wants us to have an abundance for every good work. As we give generously, we sow grace and God 
is able to replenish our grace so that we have more to give. In the midst of describing what a 
righteous man looks like, the psalmist turns to the Lord Jesus Christ, showing Him to be the 
standard-bearer for generosity to the poor. (Psalm 112:9) 
 
Whatever Paul has called us to do as far as “giving”, the ultimate example is Christ. God supplies the 
seed; He supplies the money. He supplies everything - the bread for food. God is also the One who 
will supply and multiply the seed we have sown. We reap God’s blessing as a harvest of 
righteousness. Our righteousness is multiplied if we disperse His generosity to others. 
 
 

 
Our joyful and generous gifts unite God’s people in praise.  

(2 Cor. 9:12-15)  
 

 
Result: 12 For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is 
abounding through many thanksgivings to God, 13 while, through the proof of this ministry, they 
glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing 
with them and all men, 14 and by their prayer for you, who long for you because of the exceeding 
grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!  
 
Sacrificial generosity sends ripples through the Body of Christ. These gifts not only supplied the 
needs of these poor in Jerusalem, but generated much praise of Almighty God. Can you only 
imagine the joy of the Apostle Paul (Apostle to the Gentiles) being able to provide for the poor 
Jewish Christians in Jerusalem through these Gentile gifts? These gifts caused the Jerusalem 
Christians to intercede even more for the Corinthians who had been transformed by the “exceeding 
grace of God”.  
 
Paul almost shouts out this last verse in chapter 9: “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” He is 
in awe of how Christ, His death and resurrection can cause such unity and selflessness, uniting 
Christians in one voice praising Him.  
 
 

 
THIS WEEK:  Stewardship Card 

 
 
Our Christian brothers and sisters in Corinth made a faith promise, and Paul is challenging them to 
keep that promise as they face financial hardship, recessions, and all of the persuasive power of the 
world to keep up with the “Jones”.  
 
In your bulletin is a 2018 Stewardship Card (our faith promise). Every year we ask every one of you to 
take that scary step of trusting God with your finances. Not only are we asking you to sow 
bountifully, but we are asking you to do something as equally difficult and let us know that you are 
giving by filling out this commitment card. We want you to pray over this decision and when you are 
ready write down your commitment on this card. Please send it to the church or place it in the 
offering basket before or on Sunday, January 28.   


