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Of First Importance 
1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

“For I passed on to you as of first importance what I also received– that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day 

according to the scriptures.” (1 Cor. 15:3-4) 
 
What does your heart want this morning? What’s the key to your happiness?  
 
Is it a relationship? Is it your health or the health of your loved one? Is it more income? A better house? A 
better promotion? A better _____________? There is something in us that is convinced if we can just get that 
“thing” or “person” or “feeling”, we can turn the corner on our happiness and satisfaction in this life.  
 
Unfortunately, centuries of human existence have proved otherwise. We are all mere mortals and we 
continue to repeat the fatal flaws of our forefathers. We have loaded this world and the relationships of this 
world with expectations they can never meet.  
 
The Apostle Paul says there is one thing that deserves the title of first importance and preeminence. Even 
in the uncertainty of this year, there is one thing that is so earth-shaking and glorious, it must be allowed 
to occupy the center of our existence. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 declares what must be of first importance: 
 

 
Of first importance: Christ died, was buried and rose on the third day.  

 
 
 

The Gospel didn’t originate with me or with you or with Paul or any other man. Instead, it originated with 
God and His loving character and action towards mankind. No man would have ever devised a plan of 
salvation like this one.  
 

Christ died for our sins Christ was buried Christ was raised 
The gospel centers on Jesus Christ 
and His death on the cross for our 
sins. Jesus did not die as a good 
example or a martyr; He died on 
the cross for our sins.  
 
The word “for” means “in the place 
of or because of.” This is the idea of 
substitution. A substitution is a 
person who takes the place of 
another. We should have died for 
our sins, but Jesus died in our 
place. Jesus’ life or miracles, His 
teaching or historical interactions 
don’t save us. It’s His death on the 
cross that saved us. He died for our 
past, present and future sins. He 
covered all of our sins for all time 
(Heb. 10:12, 14).  
 
When Jesus cried, “It is finished!” 
(John 19:30), He uttered the Greek 
word tetelestai, which means, “paid 
in full.” The eternal debt that we 
incurred was paid in full and the 
empty tomb and the victorious, 
resurrected Savior is proof the debt 
was satisfied and sufficient.  

Christ didn’t die on the outskirts 
of Jerusalem away from the 
attention of the Passover crowds 
that weekend. Rather, His death 
was at the center of Jerusalem’s 
attention and this was a 
deliberate execution. A deliberate 
execution by Roman Soldiers 
whose own lives depended upon 
their ability to carry out the death 
sentence. Jesus died and no man 
brought him back to life. His 
death was confirmed by His 
executioners, who didn’t take any 
chances but plunged a spear into 
His side and immediately there 
came out blood and water (John 
19:34).  
 
Joseph Arimathea asked for Jesus’ 
body and Pilate gave it to him.  
Joseph and Nicodemus wrapped 
it and embalmed it with spices 
and the burial custom of the Jews 
(John 19:40). Jesus’ body was 
placed in the tomb and it was all 
sealed by a heavy rock and 
Emperor Tiberius’ seal to warn 
grave robbers and guards were 
posted (Matt 27:66).  

The resurrection was a 
shocking intrusion that no one 
was expecting. The disciples 
react just as we would react if 
God had brought one of our 
loved ones back from the dead. 
According to all 4 Gospels, 
women were the first witnesses 
of the resurrection, a fact that 
no conspirator in the 1st century 
would invent. Jewish courts did 
not even accept the testimony 
of female witnesses.  
 
Paul also says “he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. 
Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred of the 
brothers and sisters at one 
time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have fallen 
asleep. Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. 
Last of all, as though to one 
born at the wrong time, he 
appeared to me also.” (1Cor 15:3-
8). It’s like every account of the 
resurrection is asking the 
reader and recipients to test its 
historicity and facts.  
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Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:14-19 that if the tomb is not empty, our faith is empty and useless, we are false 
witnesses of God and still in our sins and to be pitied more than anyone (1 Cor. 15:14-19).  
 
People who struggle with the resurrection of Jesus tend to portray the disciples in one of 2 ways: 1) Either 
as credulous with a weakness for ghost stories or 2) shrewd conspirators who invented a resurrection 
narrative as a deceptive starting point to gain power and manipulate. However, the Gospel portrays the 
disciples as particularly uncomfortable with their Rabbi rising from the dead. There was “doubting 
Thomas” who gained the reputation as a skeptic, but all of them showed a lack of faith (Luke 24:11, Mark 
16:14).  
 
Those who believed in the bodily resurrection of Jesus were transformed and infused with hope and 
courage. Those who did not believe found ways to ignore strong evidence. Jesus prophesied, “If they do 
not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead” 
(Luke 16:31).   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Your First Importance 
 
Peter Larson declares, Jesus busted through a door that said “No Entrance” as perfect God-Man and He left 
through a door marked “No Exit.” Jesus rose from the dead and His singular focus was you and me. 
 
There are a lot of things clamoring for attention and space in our hearts. The Gospel, Scripture says, is of 
first importance. Even in the uncertainty of this week, there is one thing that is so earth-shaking and 
glorious, it must be allowed to occupy the center of our existence. This truth must be preeminent.  
 
The Gospel is that Christ died according to the Scriptures, He was buried and rose again according to the 
Scriptures. This is the historic truth but the greatest part of the gospel news, the good news part is that it is 
for you today.  
 

Today, Easter 2018, you can trust what is of first importance: 
 

Jesus died for your sins; 
He was buried;  

He arose from the grave on the third day. 
 
 


