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Behold the Man! 
John 19:1-7 

 
When the living and loving God comes, how will He come? How will He live among us?   
 
Will he come as a superhero, demonstrating His almighty power and strength? Will He sweep through 
this sinful and dark world with horses and chariots, defeating the enemy in a blaze of glory? 
 
We think we know what success and failure look like. We think we know what power and strength 
look like and how all of this should go down. We have been longing for it in our little powerless bodies 
since the beginning of time.  
 
Paul and Peter give Jesus an interesting title. They call Jesus a “stumbling stone” (Rom. 9:32, 1 Pet. 2:8). 
It’s a kind of stone the workers reject and toss aside as useless, but it’s this misunderstood “stumbling 
stone” that will become the cornerstone for a new humanity and a new kingdom.  
 
Jesus is the stumbling stone because His cross is so insulting to our sensibilities. Jesus the Nazarene, 
His shameful death as a common criminal on a bloody and embarrassing Roman cross, is viewed as 
foolish and weak.  
 
Christ crucified forever changes the true definition of strength and power and success and failure. In 
this section of the Gospel of John, the Apostle announces: 
 

 
Behold the man, Jesus - the living and loving, bruised and bleeding God. 

 
 
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged severely. 2 The soldiers braided a crown of thorns and put it on 
his head, and they clothed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him again and again and said, "Hail, 
king of the Jews!" And they struck him repeatedly in the face. 4 Again Pilate went out and said to the 
Jewish leaders, "Look, I am bringing him out to you, so that you may know that I find no reason for an 
accusation against him." 5 So Jesus came outside, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 
said to them, "Look, here is the man!" 6 When the chief priests and their officers saw him, they shouted out, 
"Crucify him! Crucify him!" Pilate said, "You take him and crucify him! Certainly I find no reason for an 
accusation against him!" 7 The Jewish leaders replied, "We have a law, and according to our law he ought 
to die, because he claimed to be the Son of God!" (John 19:1-7) 
 

Pontius Pilate is such a confusing character, because at first glance he comes off as a Jesus 
sympathizer. I don’t think Pilate is drawn to Jesus; I think Pilate is concerned about self-interest and 
self-preservation in this turbulent Middle East. Rome expects him to keep Judea quiet and under 
control and this Passover Day is ripe for insurrection. Hundreds of thousands of Jewish pilgrims were 
in Jerusalem for Passover and most of them there with great Messianic anticipation (John 12:12-19).  
 
And then you have these insecure and threatened religious leaders who want to ensure that Jesus 
would not be viewed a martyr, but as an imposter. Pilate’s involvement guaranteed that when a 
sentence was finally passed, Jesus would be executed by crucifixion, not by stoning. They wanted to ensure 
that Jesus was publicly viewed during Passover as a fraud, accursed on a tree (Deut. 21:23).  
 
And Matthew adds yet another character to this complex setting and tells us that Pilate’s wife had a dream 
about Jesus and sends word to Pilate to “Have nothing to do with that righteous man” (Matt 27:19). Can 
you just imagine what is churning in Pilate’s heart? How are you going to keep the peace, Pilate?  
 
Here at the beginning of John 19, Pilate’s strategy is for his soldiers to do their worst to Jesus and maybe if 
Jesus is an embarrassed, bloody shell of a man, the Jewish leaders will have compassion and not push for 
his crucifixion. The shame endured by God’s Son in the flesh - stripped, naked, flogged, spat on, struck in 
the face, a crown of thorns placed on his head - is staggering.  
 
Pilate declares, “Look, here is the man, he is nothing but a human…he can barely stand…you think we are 
intimidated by this man…here is the beaten and bloody king of the Jews.”  Pilate informed them once 
again that he found no basis for condemning Him (18:38, 19:4, 6). The Jews cried out, demanding that Pilate 
crucify Jesus. Pilate begins to realize that he is not going satisfy the Jews and they will not accept his 
judgment. Pilate tells the Jewish leaders to put Jesus to death, but the Jews quickly respond, “We have a 
law, and according to our law he ought to die, because he claimed to be the Son of God!” The Gospel of 



John is so emphatic in laying out Jesus’ claim of divine authority (John 5:18, 8:58-59, 10:33, 36). This is also 
the charge of Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin when Jesus takes on the Son of Man title coming in the clouds, 
coming in power (Mark 14:55-64).  
 
In Genesis 1 we learn that God created the heavens and the earth. Moses makes it very clear that it is God 
who rules and shepherds the world. But something happens in Genesis 1:26; God places in this new world 
an image of himself. He made them male and female and gave them specific instructions as His image 
bearers. They were to be fruitful and multiply and serve as God’s vice-regents and stewards as image-
bearers in the world that He created. Through these image bearers God will rule this new world in love, and 
the last verse of Genesis 1 tells us God saw all that he had made– and it was very good!  (Gen 1:31) 
 
But it didn’t stay this way. Adam failed as God’s perfect image bearer. We fail as God’s perfect image 
bearers, but the message of the Gospel of John and the whole New Testament is that the invisible God was 
made visible in Jesus the Nazarene who intervened.  
 
When Pilate proclaims, “Behold, here is the man!” he is saying so much more than he will never know. 
Here’s the man! Here is the true image of the true God, the living embodiment of God, and all his rebel 
subjects can do is mock, slap and scream for his blood (N.T. Wright). Behind all of the blood and bruises, 
behold perfect Deity, perfect humanity, come to ransom His body for many.  
 
Dorothy Sayers writes, “He is the only God who has a date in history.” She says the two most staggering 
and difficult to understand phrases in the Nicene Creed are these two: “Very God of very God and for our 
sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.”  
 
Adam, Christ, and you and I are a part of three great imputations described in Scripture. Imputation is a 
“crediting” something for you or against you.  
 

Adam’s sin to us Our sin to Christ Christ’s righteousness to us 
The first imputation is Adam’s sin 
to humanity as our representa-
tive. Paul interprets the events of 
Genesis 3 in Romans 5:12 and tells 
us, “So then, just as sin entered 
the world through one man and 
death through sin, and so death 
spread to all people because all 
sinned.” We were unified as 
humans in rebellion against God 
in Adam’s sin. 

Colossians 2:13-14 describes the 
second imputation: “And even 
though you were dead in your 
transgressions and in the un- 
circumcision of your flesh, he 
nevertheless made you alive  
with him, having forgiven all your 
transgressions.  He has destroyed 
what was against us, a certificate 
of indebtedness expressed in 
decrees opposed to us. He has 
taken it away by nailing it to the 
cross.” 

Adam failed in his obedience and 
we did with him, but Christ was 
flawless and complete in His 
obedience to the Father on our 
behalf. God imputes our sin to 
Christ at His cross and the third 
imputation is God’s crediting of 
Jesus’ success/righteousness to 
our account.  God made the one 
who did not know sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we would 
become the righteousness of 
God. (2 Cor 5:21) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

How bad is it today? How dark does your world feel this morning? 
 
Are you sick and tired of feeling weak, insecure and vulnerable? What is God telling you this morning?  
 
Whatever you are facing, it’s too big for you and it’s not your job to own. You are pretending to be God 
but you don’t have His power, wisdom or strength.  
 
Romans 8:32, “God who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, how will he not also, along 
with him, freely give us all things?”  
 
Paul’s point is very clear. If God is willing to give you His Son, He is not going to stop making payments on 
your life. He is not going to make this enormous deposit on your life and walk away now.  
 
Jesus is the living, loving, bruised and bleeding God Who will never forsake you or abandon you.   


