
Study Notes  David Anderson 
                                                                                                                                                                           March 11, 2018  

Living for His Kingdom 
John 18:33-40 

 
It often feels like the “settings” of this world are geared for us Christians to lose.  
 
You live in a way you know that Jesus wants you to live, but sometimes it feels like it doesn’t matter. In fact, 
it feels like it makes things harder for you and your family sometimes. It’s simply not fun being 
misunderstood, criticized, or ignored. It’s not easy to refuse to retaliate. 
 
1. In the divorce you chose to take the road less traveled. You refused to slander, attack and proclaim 

your side of things all over Facebook. Instead, despite how he treated you, despite the games he 
played, you went out of your way to extend love and respect.   

 
2. You are surrounded by co-workers that are unreasonable, irrational, and driven by self-focus. You are 

quickly ignored or brushed aside if you don’t participate in their hysteria. They don’t get you so you 
quickly get ostracized.   

 
3. You faithfully invest your finances in moving the Gospel forward, but there are times when you think 

about all the money you have given to the church. You think about how much bigger your house 
would be, how much nicer the vacations could be if you hadn’t . . .  

 
Have you ever had one of those moments where you honestly thought, “What if I am getting this all 
wrong? What if we have been woefully misled and we should have been playing by the world’s rules all 
along?”  
 
In John 18:36 Jesus declares to Pilate: My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my servants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish authorities. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here. 
 

 

Jesus is calling us to live out of His love and resources for His kingdom 
 in a world that does not play by His rules.  

 
 

33 So Pilate went back into the governor's residence, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the king of 
the Jews?" 34 Jesus replied, "Are you saying this on your own initiative, or have others told you about me?" 35 
Pilate answered, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own people and your chief priests handed you over to me. 
What have you done?" 36 Jesus replied, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this 
world, my servants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish authorities. But as 
it is, my kingdom is not from here."37 Then Pilate said, "So you are a king!" Jesus replied, "You say that I am a 
king. For this reason I was born, and for this reason I came into the world– to testify to the truth. Everyone 
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice." 38 Pilate asked, "What is truth?" When he had said this he 
went back outside to the Jewish leaders and announced, "I find no basis for an accusation against him. 39 
But it is your custom that I release one prisoner for you at the Passover. So do you want me to release for 
you the king of the Jews?" 40 Then they shouted back, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" (Now Barabbas was a 
revolutionary.) (John 18:33-40) 
 
The ancient world knew more about kings and queens than we do. In Jesus’ day, everyone knew what a 
king and kingdom meant. Kings ruled by their all-powerful desires and wishes and the crown was passed 
from father to son, and in unique cases from father to closest male relative. The only other way to the 
crown was through violence and revolution. Thirty years before Jesus was born, Herod the Great defeated 
the great empire to the east called the Parthians, and Rome rewarded him by allowing him to become the 
“King of the Jews” (Ant. 16:10.2, pg. 311). Many before and after Herod sought to be king of this area. 
 
As Jesus stands before Pilate, Pilate must have assumed this Nazarene was attempting a revolution to 
become King of the Jews. But, Pilate knew what kings and kingdoms look like and Jesus was a pitiful 
display of someone trying to seize the crown. Jesus was a poor man from the wrong part of the country 
and his following had deserted him at this point. 
 
So Pilate just asks, “Are you the King of the Jews?” In Pilate’s mind, he’s thinking - of course, Jesus is not a 
king. We know what kings look like. But maybe Jesus thinks He is or maybe Jesus is deluded. This title, 
“King of the Jews”, would dominate the rest of the Gospel (19:3, 19, 21). In fact, Jesus’ placard will have this 
charge displayed. No king would allow this to happen to him; no king except King Jesus. 



 
Jesus answers Pilate’s question with a question: “Are you saying this on your own initiative or have others 
told you about me?” Why are you asking this question? What’s the heart behind your asking? Pilate makes 
it clear he is not terribly interested in the details of the Jews. Pilate says, “You have done something wrong 
or you wouldn’t be before me.”   
 
Jesus’ response: 

1. Jesus does not deny it. He has a kingdom and He is a King, but not the variety that Pilate would 
identify.  

2. Jesus will not engage in fighting. He consistently rejects the opportunity to defend himself. If 
Jesus’ kingdom was of the normal variety, his followers would have fought for Him (18:10-11—they 
nearly did and He had to restrain it). 

3. Jesus’ kingdom does not originate from this world nor does it respond the way the world does. 
 
Jesus is indeed claiming to be a king, but not the sort that Herod the Great was or Caesar. This is why Jesus 
had to come in the first place. The kings past would never do what He was doing. The truth of Jesus is what 
frees all people from bondage. They lack truth. For John, Jesus is the only way, the truth and the life (14:6). 
Jesus was born and came into this world to forever answer the question of what God would be like and do 
if He had human flesh. Jesus is the self-disclosure of God, the most powerful love as incarnate Truth. 
 
Pilate reacts, “What is truth?” For Pilate, a career politician or soldier, truth is relative. The Roman Empire 
was built by the sword and power feats and demonstrations. Clearly Jesus isn’t wielding any of the truth 
that Pilate is interested in because He isn’t a physical threat. It’s Pilate’s sword against Jesus’ sword and 
Jesus doesn’t have one in his hands.  
 
Pilate’s judgment is that there is nothing in Jesus worthy of a death sentence. Rome has nothing to fear of 
the one who claims some other, non-violent kingdom. The irony is that Barabbas is the legit insurrectionist. 
He was a part of some failed messianic movement and wanted to overthrow Roman rule. Jesus dies 
instead of Barabbas; Jesus dies instead of Israel; Jesus dies instead of you and me. 
 
 
 
 
In Matthew 5:3-11, Jesus announces the most cherished and celebrated attitudes in the kingdom to come - 
the same kingdom that Jesus proclaims to Pilate in John 18. Here in the Beatitudes, the Greek word 
markarios is often used to announce the highest values of the kingdom of God.  
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to them. 
 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied. 
 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God. 
 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to them. 
 
Jesus is writing all of this in the context of a world where it feels like the settings of this world are geared 
for us Christians to lose. Jesus is calling us to live out of His love and resources for His kingdom in a world 
that does not play by His rules.  
 
But here are the promises of Jesus -- you will inherit the earth, you will be satisfied, you will be shown 
mercy, you will see God, you will be called the children of God, and the kingdom of heaven will belong to 
you! (Matt 5:3-10) 
 


