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High Priestly Prayer of Jesus (Part 3) 
John 17:20-26/#tehheartofJesus 

I made known your name to them, and I will continue to make it known, so that the love you have loved 
me with may be in them, and I may be in them. (John 17:26) 

 
Christmas is a celebration of God’s answer to our greatest need of healing from hurt, guilt and 
shame in the Person and sacrifice of Jesus of Nazareth. Christmas is the story of Jesus Christ 
coming in love and truth to reconcile humanity to their Creator, and the miraculous story of 
Jesus coming to reconcile humanity to humanity.  
 
The last two Sundays we have been studying the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus in John 17.   

 In the first 6 verses Jesus prays for Himself—He prays the glory of the Triune God would 
be displayed in those chosen out of the world.  

 In verses 7-19, Jesus prays specifically for the disciples, that the Father would keep them 
safe so they could experience His unity, His joy and His set apart mission.  

 In verses 20-26, Jesus prays for us!  
 
What does Jesus pray for in this next section? 
 

 
Jesus prays that the Father’s own love for the Son would become  

our love, unity and testimony. 
 

 

20 "I am not praying only on their behalf, but also on behalf of those who believe in me through 
their testimony, 21 that they will all be one, just as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. I pray 
that they will be in us, so that the world will believe that you sent me. 22 The glory you gave to 
me I have given to them, that they may be one just as we are one– 23 I in them and you in me– 
that they may be completely one, so that the world will know that you sent me, and you have 
loved them just as you have loved me. 24 "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me 
where I am, so that they can see my glory that you gave me because you loved me before the 
creation of the world. 25 Righteous Father, even if the world does not know you, I know you, and 
these men know that you sent me. 26 I made known your name to them, and I will continue to 
make it known, so that the love you have loved me with may be in them, and I may be in them."  
(John 17:20-26) 
 
Jesus prays in words which reach out to the whole church. His prayer is for us ALL to be one, just 
as the Father and the Son are one. The Jesus that we get to worship during this Christmas 
celebration in unity is the Jesus presented to us by the apostles. We are unified - not despite 
truth but because of apostolic truth. Unity can’t be achieved by removing the rough edge of the 
Gospel. Jesus isn’t asking us to lay aside any of the truths that John clearly testifies to in this 
Gospel. The moment we lay aside the testimony of the apostles is the beginning of the end as a 
community. You become united through truth, not despite truth. 
 
Unity is not a formal arrangement, manufactured from the outside; it is an internal, spiritual 
reality grounded in the unity of the Father and the Son. This is the Gospel truth and it is one of 
the most staggering realities of the Body of Christ. Every single Christian on this planet must 
draw his or her core identity from Christ (Eph. 4:1-6), and that’s why Jesus can pray with such 
confidence for us to be one, just as the Father and the Son are one.  
 
We all feast together at the same table, and in God’s breathtaking economy our differences 
become our greatest strengths as a family. Jesus says that in all the relational dysfunction of the 
world this is what causes this world to take notice - joyful self-sacrifice and humility stands out 
in the brokenness of this world.  
 
 



What glory has Jesus given to us in verse 22? The Son of Man will be lifted up on a cross for all of 
humanity (3:14). The glory that Jesus has given us is that the incarnation, death and resurrection 
will restore us to the glory of God (Rom 3:23). Jesus is the mediator of the glory of God, and Paul 
says that we are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another, 
which is from the Lord. (2 Cor 3:18) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our oneness reveals that Jesus was truly sent on Christmas  
and loved by the Father, and we have been too. 

 
Just as the Father loves the Son, so the Father and Son love us. This is what Jesus says - you are 
the full recipient of the Father’s unconditional love, just as I am. No more, no less (v. 23).  Our 
oneness reveals that Jesus was sent and that we have been truly loved. 
 
The glory of Jesus is the glory of the love of the Father. When this is beheld by us, when we 
enjoy the personal presence of Jesus, we become bearers of Christ’s love and the love of the 
Father before the creation of the world.  
 
Two options in life: 
 

An Open Heart 
 

These are the people who long for oneness 
rooted in the love of the Father. They are the 
most life-giving to your soul, the most 
emotionally and spiritually attractive to you.  
 
They continue to open their hearts to the love 
of God, and it’s no surprise they continue to 
open up their heart to community as well. As a 
result their lives are significant in this world.  

A Closed Heart 
 
Other people have shut their hearts down to 
the love of God. They are still chasing down the 
injustices of their past and they are shriveling 
into bitter shells of themselves.  
 
They have shut down to community as well 
and have abdicated any real significance in 
this world.  
 
 

 
This is what Jesus is praying for you this morning - that the love the Father has loved Him with 
may be in us and He would be in us. He prays that we would be ONE and our oneness would 
reveal that Jesus was sent and that we have been truly loved. 
 
 


