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The High Priestly Prayer of Jesus (Part 2) 
John 17:11-19/#theheartofJesus 

And I set myself apart on their behalf, so that they too may be truly set apart. (John 17:19) 

As we think about our individual histories, there was likely some brave relative who ventured west in the 
hope of a better life. They may have come from the mid-west or from the south or from China, Mexico, the 
Philippines or Nigeria. Somewhere in our ancestry there was probably a courageous pioneer who risked a 
lot to move the family to a foreign land.   

Brennan Manning and Wes Seeliger describe something called “Settler vs. Pioneer Theology”: 

Settler Theology Pioneer Theology 

In Settler Theology the church is the courthouse. The courthouse is 
the settler’s symbol of law, order, stability, and—most 
importantly—security. The mayor’s office is on the top floor.  

In Pioneer Theology, the church is the covered wagon. It’s a house 
on wheels, always on the move. The covered wagon is where the 
pioneers eat, sleep, fight, love and die. It creaks and is scarred with 
arrows. The old wagon isn’t comfortable, but the pioneers don’t 
mind. They are more into adventure than comfort. 

In Settler Theology, God is the mayor. He is a sight to behold. Peace 
and quiet are the mayor’s main concerns. That’s why he sends the 
sheriff to check on the pioneers who ride into town. 

In Pioneer Theology, God is the trail boss. He is rough and rugged, 
full of life. The trail boss lives, eats, sleeps, fights with his people. 
Without him the wagon wouldn’t move. 

In Settler Theology, Jesus is the sheriff. He’s the guy who is sent by 
the mayor to enforce the rules. He wears a white hat, drinks milk, 
out-draws the bad guys.  

In Pioneer Theology, Jesus is the scout. He rides out ahead to find 
our which way the pioneers should go. He lives all the dangers of 
the trail. The scout suffers every hardship, is the first to be attacked. 

In Settler Theology, the Holy Spirit exists to comfort the settlers.   In Pioneer Theology, the Holy Spirit is the buffalo hunter. He rides 
along with the covered wagon and furnishes fresh meat for the 
pioneers. Without it they would die. The buffalo hunter is a strange 
character—sort of a wild man. The pioneers can never tell what he 
will do next.  

In Settler Theology, the Christian is the settler. He fears the open, 
unknown frontier. “Safety first” is his motto. To him the courthouse 
is a symbol of security, peace, order, and happiness.  

In Pioneer Theology, the Christian is the pioneer. He is a man or 
woman of daring, hungry for a new life. He rides hard, knows how 
to use a gun when necessary. He dies with his boots on. 

In Settler Theology, faith is trusting in the safety of the town. Sin is 
breaking one of the town’s ordinances. Salvation is living close to 
home and hanging around the courthouse.  

In Pioneer Theology, faith is the spirit of adventure: the readiness 
to move out, to risk everything on the trail. Faith is obedience to 
the restless voice of the trail boss. Sin is wanting to turn back. 
Salvation is joy at the thought of another day to push on into the 
unknown. It is trusting the trail boss and following his scout while 
living on the meat furnished by the buffalo hunter.  

 
At the end of John 14, John tells us that Jesus and His disciples have left the Upper Room in Jerusalem and 
are on the move now. They are going east to the Mount of Olives towards the Garden of Gethsemane, 
where He will be betrayed and arrested. During this whole Upper Room Discourse, Jesus is preparing His 
disciples for a beautiful and dangerous land and destiny.  In John 17 we get to hear the Son of God 
intercede for His pioneer disciples to God the Father. Some have called it the “Holy of Holies” of the New 
Testament or the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus because of the sacred conversation we get to listen in on 
between the God the Son to God the Father.  
 
In verses 1-10 Jesus prays the glory of the Triune God would be displayed in the salvation of those the 
Father has chosen out of the world for the possession and service of His Son. What does Jesus pray for in 
this next section? 
 

Jesus prays for His disciples to be safe so that they can be one, that 
their joy will be complete and their destiny fulfilled. 

 

11 I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them 
safe in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one just as we are one. 12 When I was with 
them I kept them safe and watched over them in your name that you have given me. Not one of them was 
lost except the one destined for destruction, so that the scripture could be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming 
to you, and I am saying these things in the world, so they may experience my joy completed in themselves. 
14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them, because they do not belong to the world, 
just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but that you keep 
them safe from the evil one. 16 They do not belong to the world just as I do not belong to the world. 17 Set 
them apart in the truth; your word is truth. 18 Just as you sent me into the world, so I sent them into the 
world. 19 And I set myself apart on their behalf, so that they too may be truly set apart. (John 17:11-19) 



Jesus Himself is going away and so He won’t be physically there with His disciples to protect them (14:2, 28, 
16:7).  Like Jesus, we do not belong to the world anymore (John 15:19-21). Jesus was able to keep all His 
disciples except one; Judas failed to embrace the Son.  
 
Jesus prays that His disciples would be kept safe from the Evil One. Jesus carefully describes the main 
strategies of Satan in John 8:44, “He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar 
and the father of it.”  Satan’s intent in the garden was not to play a prank on Adam and Eve; His intent from 
the beginning was to kill them.  1 Peter 5 tells us that he “walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour.”  Satan is a murderer!  We see this with Adam and Eve, Jesus, the 12 and we will see this with 
our own lives. If Satan can rob you of your God-given unity and joy, he will, but don’t let him (1 Pet 5:8-9).   
 
What does it mean “your name that you have given me”? In John 5:43, Jesus says, “I have come in my 
Father’s name” (vs. 43). Jesus says in chapter. 17, “I have revealed your name….they know you, the only true 
God and Jesus Christ, whom you sent” (vs. 3).  God has supremely revealed himself in Jesus (1:18, 14:9, 17:6-
8). 
 
It is through this truth and revelation that the disciples get to share union both with the Son and the 
Father, and as Jesus prays more specifically - that this union with the Triune God would spill over to one 
another (17:21-26).  
 
Jesus prays that God would keep them safe so that they can be one and so that their joy can be fulfilled 
(15:11, 16:20, 17:13). For the disciples, events were unraveling so fast. What they would discover, what we must 
discover, is that Jesus really knew what He was doing. His path to the cross would usher in a joy that as He 
said before that no one will take from us (16:22).  Jesus wants to pleroo, to render full, complete, fill up His 
joy in His disciples.  
 
Jesus prays that God would keep them safe so that they can be one and so that their joy can be completed 
and so that they can fulfill their mission—be truly set apart (vs. 19).  
 
This “set apart” language is rooted in the context of sacrifice found in the Law (Deut. 15:19, 21, Heb. 9:14, 10:9-
10).  The writer of Hebrews gives us vivid imagery to describe how Jesus has been set apart for the cross 
(same in John 1:29, 34, 10:17-18, 11:49-52, 18:11, 19:30). Old Testament priests stood because their ministry 
never was done, but Christ sat down because His ministry was complete (Heb. 10:9-10). Our sins are 
forgiven and forgotten and Jesus sacrifice is final and thus we are truly set apart (vs. 19). Hebrews 10:14 says, 
For by one offering (Jesus) has perfected for all time those who are made (hagiazo, same as John 17:19) set 
a part or holy (Heb. 10:14).  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Are you a Settler or a Pioneer? 
 
In John and every book of the Bible, we as the people of God have been set apart not to be settlers, but to 
be pioneers.  
 
Settlers see life as a possession to be carefully guarded. Pioneers see life as a wild, fantastic, explosive gift. 
Pioneers entrust God to keep them safe and fulfill their joy and finish their mission.  
 
The faith of the pioneer is the spirit of adventure, the readiness to move out, to risk everything on the trail. 
Sin is wanting to turn back. Salvation is the joy of another day to push on into the unknown. 
 


