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Garden of Gethsemane  
John 18:1-14 

But Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath!  
Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?" (John 18:11) 

 
When Adam and Eve sinned (Genesis 3), something happened. They knew they were naked and this 
nakedness was Moses’ way of saying, for the first time, they knew shame.  
 
Adam and Eve’s attempt to deal with their nakedness, their shame, was to externally cover their 
nakedness. (Gen 3:7) This did not work for them and it does not work for us. It could not heal Adam and Eve 
and it will not heal us. Shame is the deep-rooted belief that because I sin, there is something wrong with 
me.  
 
Grace tells the truth about sin, but grace does not condemn. For 17 chapters, John is preparing us for 
the death and resurrection of Jesus the Nazarene, and starting in John 18 it’s like he turns to the 
reader and says, “Let me tell you how Jesus saved you from sin, condemnation and shame.”  
 

 
Jesus, full of grace and truth, fulfilled our condemnation  

and delivers us His righteousness by grace.  
 

 

When he had said these things, Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley. There was an 
orchard there, and he and his disciples went into it. 2 (Now Judas, the one who betrayed him, knew the 
place too, because Jesus had met there many times with his disciples.) 3 So Judas obtained a squad of 
soldiers and some officers of the chief priests and Pharisees. They came to the orchard with lanterns and 
torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, because he knew everything that was going to happen to him, came 
and asked them, "Who are you looking for?" 5 They replied, "Jesus the Nazarene." He told them, "I am he." 
(Now Judas, the one who betrayed him, was standing there with them.) 6 So when Jesus said to them, "I 
am he," they retreated and fell to the ground. 7 Then Jesus asked them again, "Who are you looking for?" 
And they said, "Jesus the Nazarene." 8 Jesus replied, "I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, let 
these men go." 9 He said this to fulfill the word he had spoken, "I have not lost a single one of those whom 
you gave me." 10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, pulled it out and struck the high priest's slave, 
cutting off his right ear. (Now the slave's name was Malchus.) 11 But Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword 
back into its sheath! Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?" 12 Then the squad of soldiers 
with their commanding officer and the officers of the Jewish leaders arrested Jesus and tied him up.  
13 They brought him first to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year.  
14 (Now it was Caiaphas who had advised the Jewish leaders that it was to their advantage that one man 
die for the people.) (John 18:1-14) 
 

 
 

Jesus and His disciples go across this small valley called the Kidron Valley. This Valley was on the east side 
of the Temple and the Garden of Gethsemane is about ½ mile from the Temple up on the Mount of Olives. 
The Garden of Gethsemane wasn’t really a park, but a working facility, and “Gethsemane” means olive 
press or crushing.  
 
 
 



In Ezekiel’s description of the departure of the glory of the Lord from the Temple, the glory went east just 
as Jesus and the disciples did (Ezek. 11:23). This is also the exact path King David took when he was trying to 
escape the rejection and attack of Absalom his Son. He crossed over the Kidron Valley and found himself 
on the Mt. of Olives (2 Kings 15:23). Mt. Olive is the mountain of rejection in the Bible, and it is the place 
where Jesus chose to face his betrayer and be delivered. 
 
Jesus knew He had a spy in his company and had known for at least two years it was Judas Iscariot (John 
6:70-71).  Nevertheless, Jesus equipped Judas and allowed Judas to travel in his company and even allowed 
him to be the treasurer. It was through this responsibility that Judas pilfered the funds, and this corruption 
as well as the state of his heart led to his fatal break in his relationship with Jesus (John 12:4-6). Judas is 
looking for deliverance from Rome and Judas is looking for power and greatness. Judas isn’t looking for 
this truth of crosses and humility and sin and forgiveness. The next time we hear anything about Judas is 
when he throws his 30 pieces of silver into the temple and screams, “I have sinned…I have betrayed 
innocent blood” (Matt 27:4). Then, overcome by his own evil, Judas ends his life (Matt 27:5).  
 
The Jewish leaders had to be thrilled at the opportunity to arrest Jesus at Gethsemane, because it would 
be away from the Passover crowds. The Jews were not permitted to have capital punishment, so they had 
to convince Rome that Jesus was in rebellion against Rome. Jesus needs to be tried by two courts, so they 
march him to Annas (former High Priest from 6-15AD) and then Annas’ son in law, Caiphas (18-36AD). 
Caiaphas had already put in play for one man to die for the people (John 11:50-52). 
 
Jesus asked the squad of Roman soldiers and the Jewish temple guards, “Who are you looking for?” They 
respond, “Jesus the Nazarene.” Jesus responds, “Ego eimi” (I AM) and they fall to the ground. The Greek 
word for “fell” is used in Luke 21:24 to refer to “one overcome in a battle by a superior.”  
 
Jesus prays in John 17 that He would not lose any of the disciples that the Father gave Him (vs. 6, 12) and 
Jesus’ first action is to save and protect. His divine instinct is always to lay down his life for those He loves, 
because His vocation is to stand as mediator before men and death. His prophecy (“strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered”--Matt 26:31) was fulfilled when all of His disciples forsook Him 
(Mark 14:50).  Paul Miller (Loved Walked Among Us) says, “Jesus performs a ballet of love—protecting, 
defending, touching, healing rebuking—one move rapidly following the other, while those around him are 
pretending, running, striking, betraying and murdering. He is as beautiful as they are ugly.”  
 
Jesus is not out-maneuvered and He isn’t tricked. Jesus was not a helpless victim, crushed by the wheel of 
history; Jesus freely offered his life. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now loved them to the 
very end (John 13:1). Like David to Goliath, he runs to the battlefield all by himself. If He hadn’t wanted to go 
to the cross, all the armies on the earth couldn’t have made it happen (Matt 26:53).  
 
Peter endeavors to save Jesus’ life through his attack on Malchus, but Jesus responds, “Am I not to drink 
the cup that the Father has given me?” What is the cup that the Father has given Christ? We know much 
of what He meant by “the cup” because this is the same imagery He used in replying to James and John’s 
request just one week earlier (Mark 10:37-39).  He had asked the two brothers whether they were able to 
drink the cup He was drinking, and when they affirmed that they were able, Jesus prophesied that they 
would indeed drink the cup He was drinking. The cup was the cup of obedience to suffering. It meant 
agony and torment, pain and loneliness and the horror of the cross. Paul says, “He humbled himself, by 
becoming obedient to the point of death– even death on a cross!” (Phi 2:8). God made the one who did not 
know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we would become the righteousness of God (2 Cor 5:21). 
 
 
 

HOW DOES GOD RELATE WITH YOU? 
 
He deals with us in love. Grace tells the truth about sin, but grace does not condemn. Jesus, full of 
grace and truth, fulfilled our condemnation and delivers us His righteousness by grace. Through faith 
we are “in Christ.”  
 
What does this mean? God made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we would 
become the righteousness of God (2 Cor 5:21).  
 
What does this mean? It means we receive Christ’s righteousness and we are fully accepted and can’t 
become any more acceptable before the Father (Rom. 8:1). In Christ we are free from sin, guilt and shame. 
This includes freedom from the hideous story of our shame. In Christ, sin is detached from my identity.  
 
How do you fuel the shame factory in your life? What does Jesus need to do to persuade you of the truth of 
His deliverance?  
 
 



 


