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The one who comes to me will never go hungry, and the one who believes in me will never be thirsty. (John 6:35) 
Remember the context: the Jews were looking for “manna” (bread) from heaven. (John 6) They were looking for a 
magical kingdom where Jesus the political Savior would be their Bread King. Jesus didn’t come to just meet physical 
needs, but the deepest of their spiritual and emotional needs. Jesus proclaims that he who comes to Him will never 
hunger; He who believes in Him will never thirst.  

The one who follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. (John 8:12) 
During Jesus’ earthly ministry, the nation of Israel was living in spiritual darkness. Light symbolizes 
truth, righteousness and blessing. Isaiah promises a Messiah who will be a “covenant mediator for 
people, and a light to the nations, to open blind eyes, to release prisoners from dungeons, those who 
live in darkness from prisons.” (Isa 42:6-7) John tells us this Messiah came and He is the light that 
“shines” in the darkness and the darkness will not overcome it. (John 1:4) The Light shines relentlessly 
into the world’s darkest corners because God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world should be saved through him. (John 3:17)

Remember the sheepfold:  The Shepherd who is on guard is literally the door.  He plants 
his body in the only opening to the fold; the only way in is through the door. No sheep is 
going out except over his body. No predator will come except over his body. In Jesus’ 
day, the Pharisees positioned themselves as the gate keepers of the kingdom of heaven. 
(Matt. 23:13) They decided who would be in and who would be out. Christ rejects this 
and says, “I am the door. If anyone enters through me, he will be saved, and will come in 
and go out, and find pasture.” (John 10:9)

The one who believes in me will live even if he dies. (John 11:25)
Right before He resurrects Lazarus from the dead, Jesus reminds Mary that physical 
death will never extinguish our lives. Eternal life by very definition is eternal; it cannot 
end. Eternal life began the moment we received the amazing gift of grace and salvation 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. We will never taste true death and Christ has guaranteed 
this. Death has been swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 15:54)

I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me– and I in him– bears much fruit, because apart 
from me you can accomplish nothing. (John 15:5)
In the Old Testament the vine is a common symbol for Israel, the covenant people of God. Almost every time Israel is 
referred to as the vine, a prophet points out that Israel the vine has failed because they failed to produce fruit (see 
Isaiah 5).  God answered the Prophet’s cry through the Person of Jesus Christ. In contrast to Israel’s failure, Jesus 
claims, “I am the true vine!” Through Jesus and only through Jesus, the people of God will bear fruit in a way they 
could never do before.

It’s not that Jesus just knows the way; He is the way. All truth has its source in Christ. Paul says in Christ 
are “hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” (Col 2:3) All life was created by Jesus; in Him is 
life…all things are held together in Him. (Col 1:17)

The Pharisees were the self-proclaimed shepherds of Israel. As Ezekiel 
34:4-6 proclaims, their job was to strengthen the weak, heal the sick, 
bandage the injured, bring back the strays, and seek the lost, but 
instead with force and harshness they had ruled over them and 
scattered them. Yahweh indicts these false shepherds and announces 
that this will go on no longer. He says He is coming for His sheep. 
Everywhere they have been scattered I am coming for them. I will seek 
the lost and bring back the strays, I will bandage the injured and 
strengthen the sick. They will feed on good pasture and lie down on lush 
pasture (vs. 14-16). The dark and cloudy days will be no more (vs. 12). The 
Good Shepherd Jesus says, “A thief comes only to steal, and to kill, and 
to destroy. I have come that they may have life and that they may have it 
in abundance.” (John 10:10)


