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The Heart of Mission – Thessalonian style! 

“For from you the message of the Lord has echoed forth not just in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place reports of 

your faith in God have spread, so that we do not need to say anything.” 1 Thessalonians 1:8 

In one of the most heartfelt of Paul’s letters, he writes his much-loved church at Thessalonica to encourage them to walk 

with Christ until He returns. Enemies of the gospel had forced Paul to flee the city, but they couldn’t prevent the Apostle 

from caring for and praying for these people he had poured his life into. Paul sent Timothy to check on the fledgling 

church and was so encouraged by Timothy’s good report of their growing faith, despite great opposition, that he sent this 

letter we know as 1 Thessalonians from Corinth.  

“Paul wrote this epistle primarily to comfort and encourage those who were suffering for their Lord. Their hope was an 

essential emphasis in view of this purpose. The main thrust of this epistle deals with the hope of the Lord’s return as this 

relates to Christian experience.” (Dr. Thomas Constable’s notes on 1 Thessalonians) But before Paul develops this theme, 

he takes time to reflect on how the gospel came to the Thessalonians and its amazing impact not only on them, but on 

the whole province. 

I.  The Big Ideas from 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10   

After he greets them, and gives thanks to the Lord for Timothy’s good report about their faith in Christ, their love of 

Christ and their future hope in his return, Paul shares the root cause of his thankfulness – he knows God chose them for 

salvation (1 Thes 1:4).  He knows this from two perspectives. 

1. From the impressions of Paul’s missionary team 

a. Paul expresses how he and his friends shared the gospel with the Thessalonians 

i. (v. 5a) The gospel came not just in words, but in… 

1. …power. Paul’s team was filled with an inward power as they delivered the gospel; it 

made them aware of God’s special involvement in this work. 

2. …in the Holy Spirit. God Himself was there in the Person of the Spirit! 

3. …and with deep conviction. Paul’s message was marked by his own absolute 

certainty that this message would change THEIR lives as it had radically changed 

HIS.  

 

b. From how Paul and his friends lived their lives among the Thessalonians (5b).  Paul’s life and ways 

were consistent with his gospel message – they saw Christianity in action! 

 

2. From how the gospel transformed the Thessalonians 

a. Paul called them “imitators” of himself and of the Lord (v. 6a) because they… 

i. …gladly endured persecution for the sake of the gospel (v. 6b) 

1. Joy in the middle of persecution was a familiar Christian grace in the early church 

age and was directly given by the Holy Spirit.   

2. New Testament writers assumed that these hardships were normal.  

ii. …became a “pattern” or model for other believers (v.7) 

a. The Greek word “τύπους” (model) suggests an exact reproduction. 

b. “This is high praise, for in the first place Paul calls no other church a pattern, and in 

the second he thinks of them as examples, not only to the heathen, but to Christians 

throughout Greece.” (Constable) 

iii. …gave generously.  In 2 Cor 8:1-8, Paul references their generous gifts, encouraging the 

Corinthians to do the same. 

 

b. Paul commended them on the effectiveness of their gospel witness (verses 8-9). 

i. The phrase “message of the Lord” is used widely in Acts to describe the spreading gospel 

message. 

ii. Paul uses the Greek verb “ἐξηχέομαι” meaning sounded forth or rang out to describe the 

Thessalonian’s incredible witness. 



1. This verb (perfect tense) could be used to describe the loud and clear call of a 

trumpet or the roll of thunder whose echo continues indefinitely over an ever-

increasing expanse. 

2. The Thessalonians never thought of keeping the gospel to themselves.  By word and 

life they made it known to others; from the beginning they functioned as a 

missionary church. 

 

iii. The Thessalonian’s new faith had become a topic of general conversation (v. 9) 

1. Instead of Paul telling others what had happened in Thessalonica, others were 

giving Paul a report of their turn from idols to serve the living and true God. 

In our passage this morning, the Apostle Paul is thanking God for something absolutely profound that was true of the 

Thessalonian believers. It motivated much of their remarkable behavior “in Christ” so much so that everyone in the 

provinces of Macedonia and Achaia (and beyond) was talking about it! The same amazing thing is also true of every 

believer in Jesus Christ today – even though some of us are not even aware it is really in us. So, what is it?  What is in 

the heart of every person “born from above” that many are not very conscious of in themselves? 

 

 

God put a new passion in us.  What passion?  To share the gospel near and far! 

 

 

II. I Thessalonians 1:4-10 and you.  How can you act on this truth? 

1. Believe the good news that Christ died for your sins and rose. Then you’ll have life his name! 

 

2. If you are aware of a desire (however faint or strong) in your heart to be a part of spreading the gospel – COD is 

such a great place to have it nurtured! 

 

a. Keep your eyes open for “stories of grace released”. 

 

b. Go through our “Gospel of John study” with someone and pray/trust God to take someone through it who 

still is on the way to believing the gospel. 

 

c. Engage with our missionaries 

i. Encourage.  Be a part of our “write a missionary campaign” to send 200 notes of love and 

encouragement to our COD missionaries. 

ii. Pray.  Sign up for our weekly prayer request list (mail chimp). 

iii. Give.  You invest in eternity when you respond with your finances. 

iv. Go.  Talk to me if something is stirring in your heart to be a part of reaching out near or far. 

 


