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Remain In His Love 

John 15:9-17/#theheartofJesus 

Just as the Father has loved me, I have also loved you; remain in my love. (John 15:9) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Jesus nothing is more important than love (13:34-35, 14:15, 24, 15:9-10, 12, 17). The hardest part about love is 

not “How do I love?” or “Who should I love?” or “Why should I love?” The hardest part about love is that we don’t 

want to love. The problem is wanting to love in the first place and then having the energy to do it.  

 

Jesus’ promise in the Gospel of John is “rivers of living water” will flow from within us as believers (4:10, 7:38). Do 

you experience rivers of living water in your love for others? What might be blocking Jesus’ promise to you?  

 

In John 15 in contrast to Israel’s failure, Jesus claims, “I am the true vine.” Jesus says that the branches obtain life 

through the vine; they are sustained by the vine; they produce fruit only through the vine. The only way to bear fruit is 

for the branches to abide in the vine. Jesus says, “Apart from me you can accomplish nothing” (vs. 5). Through Jesus 

and only through Jesus, the people of God will bear fruit in a way they never before could do (14:12). 

 

In the Upper Room discourse, Jesus uses this imagery of a vine and branches to tell us that we can’t love on our own. 

The One who commands us to love one another promises to deliver all we need to fulfill it. Jesus tells us to remain in 

his love, and love because we have been loved by him. Love will naturally happen when we finally rest in God’s love.  

 

 

Jesus says, “Remain in my love.” 
 

 
9 "Just as the Father has loved me, I have also loved you; remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commandments, you 

will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commandments and remain in his love. 11 I have told you 

these things so that my joy may be in you, and your joy may be complete. 12 My commandment is this– to love one 

another just as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love than this– that one lays down his life for his friends.          
14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because the slave does not 

understand what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, because I have revealed to you everything I heard 

from my Father. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that remains, 

so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give you. 17 This I command you– to love one another.   

(John 15:9-17) 

 

LOVE OTHERS 

GOD’S LOVE 



In verse 9, Jesus says, “The Father has loved Me, I also have loved you.” The tense for these “love” verbs is in the 

aorist tense and encompasses the perfection and completeness of the Father’s love for the Son and the Son’s love of 

us. The cross is hours away and at the cross Jesus loves us to the very end (13:1).  

 

The love Jesus has for us and the disciples is so unfathomable and intense that it must be compared to the Father’s 

love for Him. The love that flows from the Father to the Son is the same love that flows from the Son to us, and this is 

the foundational building block for every ounce of love we have for others.   

 

As we remain in His love, we will obey His commandments (15:10, 12, 17). The commandments in the Gospel of 

John are overwhelmingly commands like receive, believe, ask and abide -- all relational terms. Jesus’ 

commandments always bring us back into dependence and relationship with Him. In the Upper Room discourse, 

the commandments revolve around receiving God’s love and allowing that love to flow to others (15:12, 17).  

 

In a span of 16 verses in this section, Jesus has promised “my peace” (14:27), “my love” (15:10), and now in verse 11 

“my joy.”  Human joy is shallow, incomplete and circumstantial until it’s overtaken by an experience of true love 

from our Creator, the Lover of our souls (15:11). Our joy will be made complete, which means it will be complete in 

every particular -- it will be rendered perfect.  

 

Remaining in Jesus’ love is when I allow Jesus to hold my needs and hurts so that “I am in Him.” And Jesus’ heart is 

so in sync with what He is doing in my heart that “He is in me.” So much so that whatever I ask the Father in Jesus’ 

name, the Father will answer it.  

 

Jesus says that we can count on his love. “No one has greater love than this—that one lays down his life for his 

friends…I don’t call you slaves, I call you friends” (15:13-15) Why are the disciples called friends? The reason Jesus 

calls them friends is because nothing has been withheld; they know Jesus’ heart.  

 

Who were the two men that were called friends of God? Abraham and Moses. Like Abraham (2 Chron. 20:7, Isa. 

41:8) and Moses (Ex. 33:11), the disciples have been recipients of God’s revelation. For the disciples, Jesus has 

“exegeted” God to humanity.  He has revealed the true meaning of God. The Invisible God is now visible in the Lord 

Jesus Christ and He is full of grace and truth (John 1:14-18).  

 

We don’t have this offer of intimacy because we are wise or better or made right choices; we have this offer because 

Jesus chose us. The result of partaking in this loving, intimate relationship is that we will bear fruit and fruit that will 

remain through all eternity.  

 

 

 

 

HOW’S YOUR FOUNDATION? 

 

Jesus says, “Just as the Father has loved me, I have also loved you; remain in my love” (v. 9). If the foundation of our 

lives rests on the unfathomable and glorious riches of Christ’s love, than we are equipped to fulfill the greatest 

commandment—to love God and others. The foundation of our lives and Jesus’ commandment rest in the perfection 

and completeness of the Father’s love for the Son and the Son’s love for us.  

 

Remaining in Jesus’ love allows us to be a part of His eternally significant fruit in loving others just as He first loved 

us. The result of partaking in this loving, intimate relationship is that we would bear fruit that remains. 

 

We have come to know love by this: that Jesus laid down his life for us;  

thus we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow Christians. (1 John 3:16) 

 


