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Abiding in Jesus 

John 15:1-8/#theheartofJesus 

I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me – and I in him – bears much fruit,  

because apart from me you can accomplish nothing. (John 15:5) 

 

Each of us has deeply rooted struggles and sins in our lives. Many of us have had these struggles most of our lives. It’s 

not that we don’t want them to go away; it’s that they aren’t going away.  

 

 How disappointed would you be if Jesus told you this struggle isn’t going away overnight?  

 How disappointed would you be if Jesus told you there is no maneuver or technique to bring this 

struggle to an end?  

 How disappointed would you be if Jesus told you that victory in this area is not found in your 

commitments and resolutions?  

 

In the Upper Room Discourse, Jesus explains to His cherished disciples and to us His beloved children that there is 

one way forward through our struggles. There is one way to bear fruit and it is the slow, deep work of an abiding, 

intimate relationship with Jesus.  

 

 

Jesus says, “Apart from me you can accomplish nothing!”  
 

 

I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. He takes away every branch that does not bear fruit in me. He 

prunes every branch that bears fruit so that it will bear more fruit. You are clean already because of the word that I 

have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will remain in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 

remains in the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who 

remains in me– and I in him– bears much fruit, because apart from me you can accomplish nothing. If anyone does 

not remain in me, he is thrown out like a branch, and dries up; and such branches are gathered up and thrown into 

the fire, and are burned up. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you want, and it will be 

done for you.My Father is honored by this, that you bear much fruit and show that you are my disciples. (John 15:1-8) 

 

Scattered throughout the Gospel of John is the powerful theme of the Son of God coming to represent, replace, and 

complete the Jewish institutions and sacred symbols. Jesus is the real temple (2:21), His flesh and blood are the real 

manna from heaven (6:32, 35), He is the light of the world (8:12), He is the Good Shepherd (10:11), He is the 

resurrection and the life (11:25), and He is the way, the truth, and the life (14:6). Starting here in John 15, Jesus now 

explains that He is the true vine.  

 

In the Old Testament the vine is a common symbol for Israel, the covenant people of God. Almost every time Israel is 

referred to as the vine, the prophet points out that Israel the vine has failed to produce fruit (Is. 5:1-7, Jer. 2:21, Ezek. 

15:1-7).  

 

You can hear the desperation in Psalm 80 as Asaph cries out for God’s covenantal faithfulness to restore Israel as the 

vine:   
7 O God, invincible warrior, restore us! Smile on us! Then we will be delivered! 8 You uprooted a vine from 

Egypt; you drove out nations and transplanted it…14 O God, invincible warrior, come back! Look down from 

heaven and take notice! Take care of this vine, 15 the root your right hand planted, the shoot you made to 

grow! 16 It is burned and cut down. They die because you are displeased with them. 17 May you give support 

to the one you have chosen, to the one whom you raised up for yourself! 

 

God answered Asaph’s cry and the prophet’s cry through the Person of Jesus Christ. In contrast to Israel’s failure, 

Jesus claims, “I am the true vine.” Through Jesus and only through Jesus, the people of God will bear fruit in a way 

they could never have done before. Jesus is the full and final revelation of all that the Old Testament vine anticipated.  

 

Jesus lays out the characters in this metaphor: 1) Jesus is the “true vine,” 2) The Father is the “vinedresser/gardener 

the farmer,” and 3) we are the “branches,” who are a part of the vine. The branches have one job. To meno in the vine. 

The word that John uses is one that is very special to John. He uses it 10 times in 12 verses in this section. Meno 

means to abide, maintain unbroken fellowship, maintain union with the vine, Jesus. This word draws a distinction 

between something that is temporary and something that is permanent, and meno speaks of one’s dwelling place of 

residence (John 1:38-39, John 14:1-3). To meno or abide or remain in Christ is to make our home in Him, to make our 

dwelling place in Him (Psalm 91:1-4). 



 

Jesus says that the branches obtain life through the vine; they are sustained by the vine; they produce fruit only 

through the vine. The only way to bear fruit is for the branches to abide in the vine. Jesus says, “Apart from Me you 

can accomplish nothing” (vs. 5).   

 

Two verses that are controversial in this section are vs. 2 and 6: “He takes away every branch that does not bear fruit 

in me. He prunes every branch that bears fruit so that it will bear more fruit…If anyone does not remain in me, he is 

thrown out like a branch, and dries up; and such branches are gathered up and thrown into the fire, and are burned up.” 

 

Three Major Views  

on John 15:6 

Arminian View Reformed View Judgment  

on Christians   

Who is being warned? Believers Non-Believers Believers 

 

What is the warning? Hell, loss of salvation Hell Judgment of uselessness 

but not Hell 

Strengths Context suggests a believer 

 

 

Paul in Romans 11:13-24 

uses similar imagery and 

the branches were broken 

because of unbelief.   

The fire is descriptive of 

God’s fierce judgment on 

His unfruitful covenant 

people (Deut. 32:22, Isaiah 

5:1-7, Ezek. 15:1-8). Con-

text suggests a believer and 

the fire may describe the 

burning of useless works (1 

Cor. 3:15, 2 Cor. 5:10)  

Weaknesses John believes Christians 

are preserved to the end 

(6:37-40, 10:28) 

Abide does not equate to 

faith. It’s possible to 

believe and not abide. 

Paul in Romans 11:13-24 

uses similar imagery and 

the branches were broken 

because of unbelief.   

 

I believe what is being described here is an agriculture process and the main point is that non-abiding branches do not 

bear fruit and are useless. Ezekiel uses a similar illustration of Israel being a useless vine that is burned (Ezek. 15:1-8). 

I don’t think the point in either Ezekiel or John is that Hell is pictured; instead, the point is that a covenant God is 

judging His covenant people. With that in mind, it is possible that verse 6 is talking about the burning of useless 

works at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:15). Jesus is talking to disciples that have believed in the Son of God 

who are being pruned and refined and judged by the Vinedresser.  

 

The Greek word airo in verse 2 can also be translated “lifts up”, which is an agricultural term of lifting up the 

branches on the vine so that they can be more fruitful. Every beautiful, well cared for plant has someone pruning it. 

Thus, unfruitful branches are given special care by the Father, with the view to helping them become fruitful. We 

know that God does that to us and often this is a very painful, yet purposeful process. 

 

Logos (vs. 3) Rhema (vs.7) 

Jesus says to the disciples that they are clean already 

because of the “word” that He has spoken to them. I think 

the “cleansing” Jesus is talking about is a position you 

stand in by believing in the Word. Logos is the whole of 

who Jesus is as God’s revealed incarnate Son of God. 

Jesus is called the logos from the very beginning of John 

and it’s through this Word that they are cleansed. 

Rhema is a specific utterance or portion of Scripture 

(Matt 4:4, John 6:63). It’s the same word in Ephesians 6 

when Paul tells us to take the helmet of salvation and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the “rhema” of God.  To be 

a child of God we must believe the Logos. To abide in 

the Logos, we must allow the “rhema” of God to 

permanently indwell us.   

 

Our life prior to Christ was characterized by control, pride, and indulgence in the flesh. After Christ, it is lived 

because of the faithfulness of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me (Gal 2:20). We are trusting in a 

real Person whose constant message is, “I love you and my plan is glorious and good - TRUST ME!” When we do 

abide in Him as our vine, His life actually flows into ours. We experience greater levels of brokenness, greater ability 

to wait, greater detachment from this world.  

 

Jesus declares, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing!” 

 

 


