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The New Commandment 

John 13:17-35/#theheartofJesus 

“I give you a new commandment – to love one another.  

Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” (John 13:34) 

      

What is love? Paul gives us the best definition of love in the history of mankind: 

 

Love suffers long, is kind, does not envy, is not puffed up, does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is 

not provoked, thinks no evil, does not rejoice in iniquity but rejoices in truth. Love bears all things, believes 

all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails. (1 Cor. 13:4-8) 

 

For the Apostle John it is the incarnate Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth, who puts flesh and bones on the statement, 

“God is love.” (1 John 4:8,16)  If you want to know why God is love, look no further than the life, ministry, actions, 

attitude and sacrifice of the Son of God. It’s Christ who opens up categories of love for us. It’s Christ who empowers 

us to love like we have never loved before. It’s Christ who gives us the eyes, the heart and the passion to love in a way 

that causes this world to take notice.  

 

In the Upper Room Discourse in John 13, Jesus proclaims, “I give you a new commandment – to love one 

another. Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” 

 

 

Jesus says, “Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” 

 
 
17 I know the ones I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture, 'The one who eats my bread has turned against me.' 
19 I am telling you this now, before it happens, so that when it happens you may believe that I am he. 20 I tell you the 

solemn truth, whoever accepts the one I send accepts me, and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me." 21 

When he had said these things, Jesus was greatly distressed in spirit, and testified, "I tell you the solemn truth, one of 

you will betray me." 22 The disciples began to look at one another, worried and perplexed to know which of them he 

was talking about. 23 One of his disciples, the one Jesus loved, was at the table to the right of Jesus in a place of 

honor. 24 So Simon Peter gestured to this disciple to ask Jesus who it was he was referring to. 25 Then the disciple 

whom Jesus loved leaned back against Jesus' chest and asked him, "Lord, who is it?" 26 Jesus replied, "It is the one to 

whom I will give this piece of bread after I have dipped it in the dish." Then he dipped the piece of bread in the dish 

and gave it to Judas Iscariot, Simon's son. 27 And after Judas took the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus 

said to him, "What you are about to do, do quickly." 28 (Now none of those present at the table understood why Jesus 

said this to Judas. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the money box, Jesus was telling him to buy whatever they 

needed for the feast, or to give something to the poor.) 30 Judas took the piece of bread and went out immediately. 

(Now it was night.) John 13:17-30 

 

Right out of this incredible, humble moment of washing the feet of the disciples, Jesus announces that one will betray 

him. Dipping a piece of bread in the dish is a sign of special friendship. This scene was a betrayal of intimate, close 

trust and friendship.  

 

John has already told us that the devil had put the idea into Judas’ mind to betray Jesus (6:70-71). Now he tells us that 

when Jesus gave Judas the bread, “Satan” entered into him. I don’t think this means that Judas was demon possessed. 

The word “Satan” in Hebrew means “accuser”. It’s a legal term for someone who brings a prosecution, a charge, 

against someone else. Satan is using Judas to bring a charge against Jesus, the messenger of the light (John 8:44).  

 

The disciples honestly didn’t know the betrayer because Judas didn’t fit the profile. Judas was simply one of them. 

Jesus had washed Judas’ feet. But Judas had kept his heart concealed. All the disciples were from Galilee; Judas was 

from Judah (Iscariot meaning, “man of Karioth”, which is a town from southern Judah). 

 

The great deliverers of Israel have been betrayed by Judases in history. Joseph’s brother Judah (would have been 

pronounced Judas in Jesus’ day) sold Joseph to Egypt for 20 pieces of silver (Gen 37:26-28). Men of Judah came upon 

Samson and bound him and gave them over to the Philistines (Judges 15:10-11). 

 

Jesus wasn’t tricked by Judas; Jesus was loving His own to the very end. John is very clear about the confrontation 

between light and darkness: In Him was life, and the life was the light of mankind and the light shines on in the 

darkness, but the darkness has not mastered it (John 1:4-5). John says that Judas opens the door into the dark night 



and disappears into the darkness. As the door shuts, a sense of excitement grips the narrative because the time is short 

now. It is as if Jesus is drawing the 11 closer to himself in the chapters ahead, telling them new things, maybe things 

he couldn’t with Judas there.  

 
31 When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and he will glorify him right away. (John 13:31-32) 

 

Jesus and his followers would be soon confronted with the cross. In first century Palestine, the cross is a symbol of 

humiliation, torture, suffering and crucifixion. To the Christian, the cross is a symbol of Christ’s great sacrifice and 

glorification. He is the perfect Lamb of God who will be raised from the dead. The cross is the magnification of our 

Savior; God is glorified in Him. In Christ the fullness of God dwells (Col. 1:19). All of God’s justice and all of God’s 

love will arrive in one singular, glorious moment on the cross.  

 
33 Children, I am still with you for a little while. You will look for me, and just as I said to the Jewish religious leaders, 

'Where I am going you cannot come,' now I tell you the same. 34 "I give you a new commandment– to love one 

another. Just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 Everyone will know by this that you are my 

disciples– if you have love for one another." (John 13:33-35) 

 

Jesus calls the commandment to love one another a new commandment. It is a new commandment? Doesn’t Yahweh 

command the Israelites in Leviticus (19:18, Mark 12:28-33) to love their neighbors as themselves?  

 

The newness isn’t so much a matter of never having heard words like this before. It’s that we have seen love in action 

now. Jesus says, “Love one another in the same way that I have loved you.” As the Upper Room Discourse unfolds, 

this loving of one another will only come by the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit (John 16:7-15). It is this 

miraculous love that will be the defining characteristic of the church (v. 35). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The risky journey of loving with Jesus’ love. 

 

The Bible says that Christ’s love comes when we are spiritually incapable of loving Him back. But God 

demonstrates His love for us, that while we are still sinners, Christ died for us. (Rom. 5:8) We don’t even have 

the tools to reciprocate. Christ’s love is all about giving, not getting. It is loving with no strings attached, no score 

keeping. Christ’s payoff is a bloody cross. We received the most and we gave the least. We brought nothing to the 

table; He brought everything. John says: Not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be a 

sacrifice for our sins.(1 John 4:10) 

But we are score keepers by nature. We know whose turn it is. We know if our needs have not been met. 

Resentment and bitterness poison our hearts against each other and many relationships are viewed as social 

contracts of meeting needs. You do this, I will do that.  

 

Jesus says not to pretend that this describes His love; any non-Christian can live this way (Matt 5:46-48). The  

gift that Christ wants to give us is the capacity to love like He loves. A love that gives, not to get. A love with no 

strings attached, no hidden agendas, no payoff in the end. Jesus says that the world can only love if it is recipro-

cated, but true love looks the most like Christ’s love when we get nothing back. 

 

If the Bible is telling the truth, we are new creations in Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), with new hearts (Ezek. 36:26) 

and the indwelling presence of God (Rom. 8:4-9). We are still maturing into who we are in Christ, but Christ lives 

in me. So the life I now live in the body, I live because of the faithfulness of the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave Himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20) 

 

The new creation, new heart, “God in me” wants to love the way Jesus loved. 

 

 

How can we trust the Holy Spirit in us and risk the type of love that Christ has created us for? 

 

Is there something specific act/attitude of love that Jesus is asking you to risk today? 


