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Following Jesus’ High Calling 

John 13:1-17/#theheartofJesus 

Then he came to Simon Peter. Peter said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" (John 13:6) 

      

Just like all of us, the disciples entered into relationship with Jesus not knowing the plan, not knowing all the 

objectives, not knowing all the surprising twists to the journey. As we walk this path with Jesus, one of the biggest 

shocks is the nature of our high calling in Him.  

 

At the very onset of the Upper Room Discourse, Jesus introduces to us to our high calling. In a very intimate and 

tender way Jesus explains that our high calling is to “go low”. Jesus’ journey from the very beginning was to go low, 

to take the form of a slave, to show humility to the point of death—even death on a cross (Phil. 2).  

 

At the beginning of John 13, Jesus takes the place of a servant and does the unheard of—washes the feet of His 

disciples. Jesus unveils not only His path, but our path and calling as disciples of Jesus.   

 

 

Our High Calling: Go Low!  
 

 

Just before the Passover feast, Jesus knew that his time had come to depart from this world to the Father. Having 

loved his own who were in the world, he now loved them to the very end. 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the 

devil had already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, that he should betray Jesus. (John 13:1-2) 

 

Passover is the greatest Jewish festival and plays a huge role in the Gospel of John. Jesus is the Passover lamb (1:29, 

36). He spoke at Passover of the Temple being destroyed and rebuilt—meaning his own body (2:19-21). He fed the 

crowds at Passover-time and spoke of them feeding on his body and blood (ch. 6). Now He is back in Jerusalem for a 

final Passover, where “He is going to love his own to the very end.”  

 

Behind Judas’s betrayal is Satan’s initiative. In the centuries, decades, months, days and now hours before Christ’s 

death and resurrection there is a cosmic battle going on--good vs evil. But Jesus’ unbridled love will not be stopped 

even by the one who betrays his love, Judas Iscariot.  

 

“Having loved his own who were in the world, Jesus loved them to the end” is the sentence that is the turning point of 

the Gospel of John. In the chapters ahead we get to see what supreme love looks like in action. He loved them “to the 

uttermost.” There was nothing that love could do for them that He did not now do. 

 
3 Because Jesus knew that the Father had handed all things over to him, and that he had come from God and was 

going back to God, 4 he got up from the meal, removed his outer clothes, took a towel and tied it around himself. 5 He 

poured water into the washbasin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to dry them with the towel he had wrapped 

around himself. 6 Then he came to Simon Peter. Peter said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus 

replied, "You do not understand what I am doing now, but you will understand after these things." 8 Peter said to him, 

"You will never wash my feet!" Jesus replied, "If I do not wash you, you have no share with me." 9 Simon Peter said to 

him, "Lord, wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head!" 10 Jesus replied, "The one who has bathed needs 

only to wash his feet, but is completely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not every one of you." 11 (For Jesus 

knew the one who was going to betray him. For this reason he said, "Not every one of you is clean."). 12 So when 

Jesus had washed their feet and put his outer clothing back on, he took his place at the table again and said to them, 

"Do you understand what I have done for you? 13 You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and do so correctly, for that is 

what I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you too ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For 

I have given you an example– you should do just as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the solemn truth, the slave is not 

greater than his master, nor is the one who is sent as a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you 

understand these things, you will be blessed if you do them. (John 13:3-17) 

 

This dramatic gesture of humility came about because Jesus knew Who He was. John says: Jesus knew that the Father 

had handed all things over to him and that he had come from God and was going back to God (v. 3). As Paul points 

out: All things were created through him and for him. He himself is before all things and all things are held together 

in him. (Col 1:16b-17) 

 

Jesus knew Who He was. Do you know who you are? Do you know that all of your sins (past, present and future) 

have been imputed or placed on Christ so that there is no condemnation to you who are in Christ Jesus? You are 



completely forgiven! Not only are your sins taken away forever, but you have received Christ’s righteousness. You 

are God’s beloved and cherished child and nothing will ever end that. 

 

Humility consistently manifests when you know who you are. It comes from the inside of who you are. Only when the 

truths of who we are in Jesus rest securely in our hearts can we do what Jesus is calling us to do. Jesus is the highest 

rank imaginable and from this great height, He goes low.  

 

As you know, the washing of feet is something a slave did. This was the menial and humble task of a slave. Feet are 

very basic things. They are not pretty; they are dirty and they aren’t fun to be around. I think it is universally true of 

all people -- we don’t want feet to touch us.  

 

Peter wants nothing to do with it. Peter uses the ou me construction to emphatically refuse Jesus’ offer of washing.   

Jesus then says, Peter, unless I wash you, you will have no part (meros), no share with me.  

 

Jesus must wash us if we are to belong to Him. Peter and our humble journey is this:  

1) To know we are broken and dirty.  

2) To know we can’t clean ourselves. 

3) To know that God has to clean us. 

 

Jesus, the Suffering Servant’s plan was always to die. If Jesus dies, humanity wins. If Jesus dies, every sinner can 

come to the Father. If Jesus dies, He can breathe life into humanity who is dead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “You too ought to wash one another’s feet!” 

 

When we humble ourselves we create a vacuum. All of our lives we have been filling this vacuum with our fleshly 

reactions, self-defense and grabs for attention. Rather than trying to manage or control things on our own, we are 

invited to allow God to come into this vacuum and fill it, defend us, establish us, protect us. God does a much better 

job at this than any of us can. 

 

Genuine humility is such a glorious and loving contrast to the self-serving, self-proclaiming, self-defending backdrop 

of this world. Humility is a choice that instantly changes the dynamics of any relationship, any circumstance, any 

challenge.  

 

Jesus is drawn to people who are in the low place. He loves those at the bottom (Matt. 5:5, 11:28-29, Phil. 2:5-8, 1 

Pet. 5:5). Why is Jesus drawn to people in low places? Because that’s where He is. Jesus’ heart is humble (Matt. 

11:28-30, Phil. 2:5-8).  

 

If you want to go where God is, go low. Go low in your marriage. Go low in your family. Go low in your job. Go low 

in your school. Go low in your friendships and relationships.  

 

We can feel safe in the low place because God lives there. 

 

 


