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The Unexpected Savior 

John 12:37-50/#LoveUnleashed 

I have come as a light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in darkness. (John 12:46) 

      

From the power dynamic perspective of first century Jews, Jesus of Nazareth was not very satisfying. It’s frustrating --

Jesus had every opportunity to seize the power that was rightfully His, but He never takes it.  From the Jewish 

standpoint, this is not a man of power or strength, so how could he be Messiah? 

 

Israel wanted the sword and God gave them the cross. The Mosaic Law and the Prophets had prepared Israel for Jesus 

of Nazareth for centuries, but because of the hardened hearts Jesus simply does not meet their expectations. This is an 

absolute tragedy, but none of this is a surprise. Moses predicts it (Deut. 28-31), Isaiah predicts it (Isaiah 6), and we see 

it throughout all of Scripture. However, Jesus’ rejection by his own people would make salvation possible for the 

whole world (Rom 9-11). 

  
 

As darkness descends on the nation of Israel, Jesus proclaims, “I am the light of the world, 

everyone who believes in me will not remain in darkness.” 
 

 
37 Although Jesus had performed so many miraculous signs before them, they still refused to believe in him, 38 so that 

the word of Isaiah the prophet would be fulfilled. He said, "Lord, who has believed our message, and to whom has the 

arm of the Lord been revealed?" 39 For this reason they could not believe, because again Isaiah said, 40 "He has 

blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, so that they would not see with their eyes and understand with their 

heart, and turn to me, and I would heal them." 41 Isaiah said these things because he saw Christ's glory, and spoke 

about him. 42 Nevertheless, even among the rulers many believed in him, but because of the Pharisees they would not 

confess Jesus to be the Christ, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue. 43 For they loved praise from men 

more than praise from God. (John 12:37-43) 

 

John said the rejection of Jesus fulfills two of the most famous chapters of Isaiah:  

 

Isaiah 53:2-7 Isaiah 6:1-10 

No majesty that might catch our attention, no special 

appearance that we should want to follow him. He was 

despised and rejected by people, one who experienced 

pain and acquainted with illness; people hid their faces 

from him; he was despised and we considered him 

insignificant. 

 

He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 

for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was 

upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we like 

sheep have gone astray. We have turned, every one, to his 

own way, and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of 

us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He 

opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the 

slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so 

He opened not His mouth. 

I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and 

the train of His robe filled the temple…Holy, holy, holy 

is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory! 

Isaiah responds: Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I 

am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 

people of unclean lips. The seraphim flew and touched 

Isaiah’s mouth with a coal from the altar and said, “I have 

taken your sin away.” God says, “Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for us?” Then Isaiah said, "Here am I! Send 

me."  

 

God gives this assignment to Isaiah: Your job is to tell 

Judah: You think you are hearing, but you do not 

understand. You think you are seeing, but you don’t 

perceive. I am giving you over to your rebellion and 

unbelief. Your hearts will be hardened so that there will 

be a day when you will understand with your hearts and 

return and be healed. 

 

The Jews’ hearts were hardened because Jesus was not the Messiah they bargained for. But just like the prodigal son, 

God’s promises to Israel are not based upon their obedience and good deeds, but based on grace. Israel wasn’t chosen 

because they were a virtuous people (Deut. 7:6-8). Just like you and I, nothing they did merited God’s grace, and no 

amount of sin and rebellion was going to cancel God’s grace and promises (Rom. 11:29). 

 

Currently Israel is characterized by unbelief and has been given over to her unbelief, but God is not finished with 

Israel. The Gentiles have been grafted in and Jesus is a light to all the nations, but Israel’s failure is not permanent.  

God has not forgotten His promises to Israel, and Israel is still loved by God. Romans 11:12-26 communicates that 

many of Israel will trust Messiah Jesus in the end.  



The “glory” which Isaiah and John are talking about isn’t the glory of Christ triumphing over His foes, but it is the 

glory of Christ’s suffering. When Jesus announces in John 12:23, “The time has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified,” Jesus is talking about the glory He will receive being “lifted up” (John 3:14, Isaiah 52:13) on the cross as 

the suffering servant to save humanity. The Jews of Jesus’ day could not reconcile the triumph of Messiah with the 

tragedy of the cross, but Isaiah could (Isaiah 53). John explains the root of Israel’s unbelief. They loved the praise 

from men more than the praise from God. They did not want to be put out of the synagogue  which was cultural 

rejection (John 9:22).  

 
44 But Jesus shouted out, "The one who believes in me does not believe in me, but in the one who sent me, 45 and the 

one who sees me sees the one who sent me. 46 I have come as a light into the world, so that everyone who believes in 

me should not remain in darkness. 47 If anyone hears my words and does not obey them, I do not judge him. For I have 

not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 The one who rejects me and does not accept my words has a 

judge; the word I have spoken will judge him at the last day. 49 For I have not spoken from my own authority, but the 

Father himself who sent me has commanded me what I should say and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his 

commandment is eternal life. Thus the things I say, I say just as the Father has told me." (John 12:44-50) 

 

Moses longed to see God more fully and was only allowed to see only a partial glimpse of the back of God (Exodus 

33:21-23). Isaiah only saw the hem of the Lord’s garment that filled the temple and he cried out, “Woe to me! I am 

ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:1-5). Up until Christ, no one had ever seen God, except the only 

begotten of God.  

 

John says that Jesus has made God known. John uses the word exegesato in chapter 1. It is related to the word 

exegesis. The idea is to lead out the true meaning of the text. John is saying that the One who is in the bosom of the 

Father, the One who can’t get any closer to the Father, has “exegeted” God to humanity. He has revealed the true 

meaning of God. The one who sees Jesus sees God the Father (John 12:44-45). The Invisible God is now visible in the 

Lord Jesus Christ and He is full of grace and truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace & Truth 

 

If you want to boil down your calling in Christ, it’s these two words—grace and truth.  

 

Paul says that if you don’t have grace you are a noisy gong or a clanging symbol (1 Cor. 13:1). If you don’t have truth, 

you don’t know who you are. You look in the mirror and you leave and you immediately forget who you are (James 

1:24). 

 

Our mission is grace and truth!  

 

Jesus says that His mission isn’t to judge the world, but to save it. Our mission isn’t condemnation, but salvation 

(3:17, 12:47). Paul says through us Christ is made known. We have a fragrance that consists of the knowledge of Him 

in every place. Paul says the sweet aroma of Christ is the smell of death to those who are perishing and the smell of 

life to those who are being saved (2 Cor. 2:14-17).  

 

And who is adequate for these things?  

 

Counter to all of our earthly training, God does not manifest His power through the strengths of humans. He just 

doesn’t. He never will. It is always the weak, the humble, the broken. God embraces you and loves you and whispers 

in your ear, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness!” (2 Cor. 12:9) 

 


